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INTRODUCTION. 



SECTION I. 

A VARIETY of drcumstanoes are m^ttioned as 
having contributed to occasion the Greek Revo-' 
hition. It has been said, that there are limits to 
human sufferance ; that our powers of submission, 
like our powers of action, are measured, and 
restrained ; that the miseries of Greece had at- 
tained the boundaries ^ allotted to them,, and burst 
out into insurrection from very impossibLlity of 
further endurance. Whatever be the merits of 
this thecHy, it is rendered inapplicable to the 
present case, by the mere fact, that the Greeks, 
during the last twenty years, at least, have lived 
under a mitigated deq)otism. 

A more [diilosophical reason for this event is 
derived from the progressive improvement which 

b 
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U INTEODUCTION. 

has recently elevated and invigorated the Greek 
nation, as contrasted with the stationary imper- 
fectibility of theur adversary. It is argued with 
truth, and acknowledged with exultation, that our 
impatient and elastic nature cannot for ever be 
held by the grasp of mere irrational force; that 
what is active, and inquisitive, and enterprismg, 
cannot be for ever subject to that which is slug- 
gish and motionless; that what has breath, and 
lifes 9aA ea^rgy, muslukimatdy cast off the sense* 
iass weight whidi qopceases it. It was therefore 
nectemmj/ that the Chiistiaa and advancing pecyple 
should, aoonar or later, assert their noKal supe. 
riority over the dull and immutable Mussulman* 
After a todkxia pmod cf oppression, the hour of 
emaneipation at last arrived ; the laws of nature 
had thttr oonrae, and the event whidb had been 
long mfttining in the womb of time was produced 
in the order of things, naturally and necessarily. 

Unwilling and unabk to advance any argument 
against a prindple so flattering to our human- 
vanity, I may still question the fact, whether the 
Gredks had yet. attained that intelbctiaal pre- 
eninmce which reduced their emandpatioii to » 
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uijgre poe^M of nature. It is tru^ tfaiit Mnet the 
beginniog of the present century, they bad risai 
3riq[4dly in 'commercial importance; and the e&ot 
ai ocnomerce is generally to en]%bti» And lib0- 
xiliae the mindb ef those eilgi^ed in it Some- 
thing had aba been effeeted towarda tl^ educalioli 
of the highar dasaes; the aehodl of Sdo had not 
been without adTaiitagei and thai oi Ai? ali made 
prcmns^ of still gxtrater alkd more g^idml sucee^a* 
Sdb and Aivah ! two namea whose miafcfftimea 
I may hereafter undertake to detaili but wbidi I* 
cannot mention £or the first time without some 
fiiint, but most sincere exjNresisbii of aofvow and 
commiseration. 

It is well known that several young Qr^ks pivr^ 
sued the study of medidne in the univergitie» of 
Italy, and that aotne others, ibov^ fewer i|i 
number, received their education n G^many, 
France, and even Epghmd ; but a still larg^ pro- 
portion seem Ui have sought instructiim in the 
southern jH-ovinces ci Russia^ whither perhaps 
they ware first invited by commenaal speculations. 
But after all, it was to the hi^er Q]aft8e» that 

education vm» Qonfiadd, ahoKMil esduavriy ; and I 

bs 
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much doubt Aether any important advances had 
yet been made towards the instruction of the 
people. And how, in &ct, oould it poiENdbly have 
been otherwise? Can a nation be educated in 
twlenty years? a nation crushed and lacerated by 
long oj^xressicni, and still bending and groamng 
under its burden ? Yet another century, and that 
people, the most naturally enlightened under hea- 
ven, would have snatched such glimpses of know- 
ledge through the obscurity of despotism, as would 
have rendered their tardier efforts at once unani- 
mous and irresistible ; from the streets of the Fanal 
to the valleys of Cyprus, one triumphant acdama- 
tion would have attended the march of independ- 
ence. That was the moment intended by nature 
for the Greek Revolution; then, indeed, would 
its birth have taken place without convulsion.; its 
growth wolild have been erect and regular, and 
Its hands unstained by crimes. 

But since it has pleased Providence, that thus 
violently and untimely produced, it should have 
arrived at a certain degree of proi^rity, and 
attained, as It would seem; a permanetit existence, 
not nopeless <f inei'eaise and am^rMion, it 
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beccnnes us to rejoice at the drcumstanoes which 
have forced upon our age so une:i^pected and sa 
magnificent an event ; aac^ while we more ardcsDtlj 
admire whatever it contains truly adnliraUe» tA 
attribute to its prematurity the defects wU^ 
distort and disfigure it. 

Three principal causes are mentioned as having 
contributed to predpitate the birth of the Revo* 
lution; — the rebellion of Ali Pasha^ and theao- 
tivity of his emissaries, — the influence and ex- 
ertions of Russian agents^ and the.connexjon.of 
certain leaders of the insurrection with; the Car- 
bonari. Let us examine these causes, as far^aa 
pur present infonnation will admit, with candousr 
and impartiality. 

, I have been frequently assured by Greeks, who 
are :not, however,- it must be confessed, the most 
accurate reiaters of their own affairs, that. t)ie 
moment of insurrection was fixed by an aocid^, 
which discovered to the Tiu*kish Grovemment the 
existence of a very extensive conspiracy : this is 
credible and natural. Perhaps few important de- 
signs, however prepared and premeditated, were 
ever Piurried into execution precisely m the paaimer 



and at the lime tntended. The mmute detaiky 
the oriaisy die impulse) the instcmiy wte generallj 
decided by what is called aeddent. 

ThiiB, then, was that erent doubly premature : 
first, in the fonnation of a coas{nracy to awake 
into liberty a people not yet prepared to endure 
Its brightness; and, secondly, in the oceorrence 
which forced that oonsfdracy into action some 
months, perhaps, before it had completed the 
arrangements^ necessary for its success. 

The existence c^ such a conspiracy, whidi no 
one now affects to deny, is sufficiently proved by 
ilie single fiwt that the principal merchants of 

die Islands had, as early as the October pre- 

♦ . • - 

ceding, recalled the greater part of their vessels, 
which were detained in port, and in condition for 
service the moment it should be required of 
them. 

That parts, too, of the Morea, were strongly 
agitated and convulsed previous to the appearance 

* These are said to have had in view the contemporaneous 
Beizme of aU the Turkish fortresses in the Morea ; nor is the 
existence of a giand plot at GoMtantinoplay for 4he burmiis 
of the citj and the murder of the Sultan^ at all generally 
d<mbied. 
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of Ypsilatiti iii Moldavia, is attested by letters 
wrilten at lite niomdnt and from the spot^ which 
I haire seen and copied* 

It is certain, that the rebellion df AU Pashd. 
determined moi« than an J known event the period 
6l indottection; as if that monstrous spawn of 
despotism had been reserved to make, before he 
perilled, one inv<dnntar3r atonement to fiberty for 
the outrages which he had employed his long £fb 
in inflicting upoh her. Let us examine the &ct& 
fbr <me instant: in the summer of 18S0, AH de- 
clared Ms indepehdence, and in September, th6 
Siege of Yanina commenced; in October, thfe 
landers called in thdr merchant-ships; in Nd- 
vember, the Su&tes returned to their country 
from the Ionian Idands, and raised the standard 
of rebellion, in alliance with thdr former perse- 
cutor, against the Sublime Porte; in February, 
18B1, Hourshtd Pasha arrived before Yanina, 
from the Morea, leaving that country almost dee* 
titute of Turkish soldiers. Shortly after his ar- 
rival, various Greeks, who Were- in the service of 
All Pftsha, left Yanina, and returned to thdb 
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homes, where they hoped very spe^y to be 
loore actively employed; and, in th^^ fint days« 
of the April following, the inaurrectiim did, in. 
fact, break out at Patrag. 

Let us no longer, then, believe thoae who would 
persuade us, that the Revcdution originated in "% 
mere tumultuary, unpi«meditated movement, «eac- 
dted by the news of the dbivaboos aiteifprise of 
Ypsilonti. 

Let us now proceed to the fonadidlMe' question 
of- Russian agency; and I must here-fiurly expreaft 
my belief, that had not a very strong expectalicm 
universally prevailed among the .Greeks tiiat.their 
attempt, when once hazarded, would receive the 
protection of Russia, not one patriot ^would have 
been found so daring as to have recommended it. 

The question then is, whether this expectation 
was founded solely on the ancient pdicy of the 
Russian cabinet, or also on the recent amduct of 
h«r agents in the Levant. 

I have reason to believe that letters, bearing tire' 
' signature of Russian officers, * addr^sed. to insur^ 
. gents, and strongly encouraging insurrection^ w^ 
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» 

intercepted by the Turkkh Govemment, and by^ 
it * oommunicated to the mediating powers. We 
must suspend, then, our final judgment, till such' 
^me as it shall be deemed proper to publish these 
letters, that we .may learn the importance of the 
Argents .thus in^Iicated, their number, the exact 
tenour of their language, and above all, the mo« 
ment of their agency ; for it may at last appear 
that the letters w&ce written afier the bceakiiig 
out of the insiinw^n, and in that case we shall 
ha^e Jess difficulty in tracing them to th^ real 
source. 

Any attempt to revolutionize Greece must hfive 
been made by the Russian ministry, either with 
the knowledge of the emperor, or w^out it. 

The former supposition is absolutely iudcediU^ 
Among themany virtues which the Emperor Al^x- 
ai^r.is said to have dii^layed under the most 
difficult ciraimstances, every one must remark 
that of consbtency. The insurrection whid^ ly^ 
thought proper to condemn in its aqgin, he )ias 
never, in its pro^iess for an instant supported; its 
principle appears to him a» detestable now as 

^ t TbU )ook place at a Conference in Aug;u«t> 1898. 



heretc^re, and the ojniuonB whkh he pfodiillMd 
at Laybach were re-eohoed fhmi the hdls of 
Verona. 

But opimons are little ; we must look to the 
actions of monarchs ; mid from tlua eKaminatioii 
it appears that, during the course of tile moat 
diftcult negotiation ever conducted, many pre- 
texts, and some reasons, finr war were afforded him 
by the blind pertinacity, may I not say pugni^ 
city, of the Turkish Government; that pubBe 
opinion, such as can be expi^ssed in Russia, ii^ 
vited him to take advantage of them ; that a part 
at least of his cabinet was active and incessant in 
its endeavours to seduce him into the same feel- 
ings ; that religion and ambition were eloquent in 
the same cause ; and even honour appeared some- 
times engaged to provoke him to hostifity. 

The emperor was inflexible — ^honour, or am- 
bition, or religion, the intrigues of his ministers, 
or the voice of his people, the very insolence of 
his adversary, could not compel him to the sup- 
port of a cause whose principle he continued to 
disapprove. 

The siiicerity rf his disapprdbiticn befag thus 
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dearly attestecl, it is quite* unnatural to suppose 
diftt the emperor himself was privy to any secret 
agency of which the object was to promote revo- 
lution. 

The cabinet, then, or a part of the cabinet, must 
have acted without the knowledge of the emperor ; 
and our suspicions are immediately directed to the 
Greek who oocuped the first place there. 

Count Capo d^Istrias loves his country ; and, 
IB discharging his duties to the land which has 
adapted him, he has nev^ forgotten the interests 
of that dearer land tQ which he has the iearlier 
and 0M»e lastiag oi]ligati0ii of birth. But he loves 
Ufl country like a statesman who has studied its 
wants and its diffioultief ; not like an Mthunast, 
who has looked only at its miseries: he loves it 
too well and too rational^ not io have received 
with de^ sorrow the iirst information of an attempt 
pionounced hopdeas by its very best friends, and 
most hc^less by those who were best acquain t ed 

• Can we believe that the Emperor secretly excited an 
iasunection which he was predetermined never to protect 
openly^ aad which had in its ori^ such little hope of suc- 
cess without his protection ? I do not think him so weak or so 
ialsaiiiia* 
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with the opinions of the Emperor of Russia. On 
this occasion. Capo d'Istrias is believed to have 
expressed himself nearly as follows: — *^ I know 
that posterity will consider me as the author of this 
insurrection; but I protest that it is contrary 
to all my best wishes: it is ill-timed and untimely, 
and destructive of all the hopes I have so long 
indulged of the gradual regeneration of my 
country.'' 

The best comment on this declaration is 
furnished by a singularly-interesting documentf 
ivhich I shall presently publish; in the mean 
time, suffice it here to express my stioi^ as- 
surance of the smcerity with which thoee wordg 
were uttered; and my present oonvictioB, that 
anxious as he had ever been for the improvement 
and ultimate emandpation of Greece, and indus* 
triously as he may since have exerted himself to 
save her, by the hand of Russia, from the abyss 
into which he imagined she was fiEdling, Ck>unt 
Capo d'Istrias was not intentionally instrumental 
in exciting the present insurrection. 

If, then, neither the Emperor nor his Ministers 
were favourable to such designs, to what soui^ 9ie 
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we tQ refer that secret agency whidb is proved, it 
seems, to have existed ? I am at a loss to answer 
that question; but if we should ever be more 
exactly informed as to the nature and period of 
that agency, it will appear, I think, either not to 
have been exerted previous to the insurrection, or 
not to have involved persons of mudi amsidera- 
tkxn ; or perhaps to have been only the spontane- 
ous effervescence of ill-informed * patriots, guided 
in their unenlightened speculations by the ancient 
policy of the Russian Cahinetf. 

I have learnt, without surprise, though not 
without sorrow, that a correspondence of some 
extent subsisted between the Greek patriots and 
the Carbonari ; and that proofs of it were pre- 
soited at the Congress of Verona. It was natu- 
ral that those who could ask nothing of the Go- 
vernments, of Europe should seek aid even from 

* Many Russian agents in the Lesrant were native Greeks. 

t I may add^ in confirmation of this opinion, that I have been 
tin&ble to procure in Greece any distinct or consistent evii* 
^]|eapQ.pf the operation of such agency either in produciog or 
supporting the Revolution. I am inclined to think that the 
Apostles, or Emissaries of the Hetaria^ as generally codling from 
Russia, have been sometimes nSiftaken for Agents of tlie Rusfian 
Government. Any Russian so employed was^ I feel convinced, 
the toolof'Ypstfoiiti, DottrfCapod'IMrias. -' 
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the enauies of those governments. In their diffi- 
oult ascent to indepaadence, it tnattered not, they 
thought, how decayed the branch, \x how shat- 
tered the fragmait which supported them. 

But not perceivii^ in what utter imbecility they 
were confiding a part of their hopes, neither could 
they foresee the miarepresentatiiHi to which that 
connexion would probably give rise; they could 
noc foresee that their cause, in prinetpLe entirely 
distinguiahed from the other, would be declared 
contaminated by the contact; and that its enemies 
would derive from that drcumstance plausible rea- 
sons for the continuance of their persecution. Two 
attempts, made in two adjoining countries, having 
both £oir their object to alter something ea^blished, 
and both pleading alike the protection of liberty, 
were simultaneous. This was sufficient to esta- 
Uish a resemblance ; artful men pronounced it to 
be identity ; unthinking men re-echoed the decla- 
ration, and discharged upon both causes, indiscri^ 
minately, that angry and contemptuous censure, 
which certainly was not m^ited by the cause of 
Greece, 

By this brief inquiry into the origin of the 



IleToliitk)!!^ we have ascertained, I tlaak, that 
notwitfa^tSKidiQg much oppreaedon, the Greeks had 
made great commercial advances, and that the 
education and information of the higher classes 
raised them in general to some moral superiority 
over the nation which ruled them; though the 
body of the people had not partaken equally of 
those advantages. All were alike thirsting for in- 
dependence— the rebellion of Ali Faaha Intake out* 
and employed the attention of the Turkish armies^ 
whik the forces of that Grovemment^ which they 
ever dreaded next to the Turkish, were called away 
. to compose the dvil dissensions of the Italians ; the 
moment then seemed favourable for an effort, tp 
which Bttssia, they felt assured, would not deny 
her usual protection. 

These cixcumstances would be considered suffi. 
cient to account for an insurrection, whose first ex« 
ertions had so little appearanee of cnrganisation. 
There was, however, another and mose powerful 
machine, which had for scnne time heexi in moticxi 
£or the same purpose-*! mean the Hetaria ; and as 
' I am fortunately aiabled to give some authentic 
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and rather singular information respecting its con- 
stitution, I will make it the subject of the next 
Section. 



SECTION II. 

It is unjust to include all secret societies in a single 
sentence of condemnation — they are distinctly of 
two kinds ; that formed for the mutual assistance 
and preservation of its members, or with any other 
object purely defensive ; and that which has in 
i^ew any aggression on any person, or thing, or 
system of things actually existing ; whose object, in 
short, contains any thing offensive. The former 
may save a falling country, or perpetuate a pelBe- 
cuted religion, and from its very nature can rarely 
be productive of any serious or permanent evil- 
even the latter may sc»netimes be directed by vir- 
tuous and noUe purposes ; but as its designs may 
also be, and usually are, violent and destructive^ 
we may not designate even its more innocent {otm 
by any mil^ name than conspiracy. 
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Such then was the Hetana— a secret society^ 
formed for the removal of much existing misery — 
a conspiracy against lust and avarice, against igno- 
ranee and fanaticism, and domestic oppression and 
foreign despotism ! Let conqaraides, like all other 
human actions, be .impartially judged^ at the tri- 
bunal of history, and some few perhaps will be 
found to merit exoepti(Xi fn»n the verdict of ge* 
neral condemnation which must ever be , passed 
upon their principle* 

Of all possible conspiracies, the least guilty was 
that which we are now proceeding to examine, both 
in consideration of its object, and, as will presentiy 
appear, of it3 internal constitution. And yet, I 
confess, that I feel some delicacy in exposing what 
was intended, probably, for ejernal , secrecy ; nor 
if any portion of that society still continued to 
exist, should any thing have induced me to oxn- 
municate the littie which I have accidentally 
discovered of its mysteries. ^-^But the Hetaria is 
now no more ; its purposes are fulfilled, and the 
friends of Grecian independence are condemned 
to darkness no longer. Patriotism is no longer 
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H ttddniglit* virtue^ to be silently adored with 
Towm end teenk-*-tbe sun at length has risen i^mii 
its irondiippersy and thej may diqilay their zeal as 
publidy as they will, in council or in action. The 
first cannon whidi was heard in Moldaivia was the 
signal for the extinction of the Hetaria. 

I cannot trace the origin of this society to an 
earlier period than the year 1814! in its Ixrth con^^ 
temporaty with the Philo-miisic Soetety^ in its 
nature and designs it was entirely distinguished : 
the one was puUidy established for purpoees 
purely literary^ and presently receired the pft« 
tnmage ci ministers and even emperors. The 
ends of the other were exclusiTely political ; and 
it was only protected in its commencement and ita 
progress by the strictest secrecy. 

Its membem were divided into three grada- 
tionsf or classes* First, the Blimides, of clnefs ; 
secondly, the System^ni, oar coadjutors; thirdly, 
the Hiereis, or priests. The whole united was 
called the Hetaria PhiKkfe, <Hr Friendly Socaety or 

* See a few pages later. 

t Called 'BAifMt, The word BAit^3ir "is, I am toH Albanian. 



Fellowfthip. The thvM claMes^ had 6k^i tAga^ 
Bsad private means of eemfliutikfttloii hy the |KHd* 
tion of the hand or fingers, an in free-maednry } 
aad each had a aepavate dpher, though it ifrould 
oppeaJr that tiicy poiseaied also a ecwainon mediocl 
intelligible to alL 

The qualiiScatioiis neceiMory for admiamm wcr% 
that the candidate be <^ a true Helkfle'>^y a iCeady 
and zealous lover of hia country, and a good and 
vittu&m man; that he be a member of no oOmt 
secret sodety ; and diat his deare to be 'fcate^ 
ehis^ into the HetariA arise fiot tgcm euriodty, 
or any other motive than ]!nire patriotism;^ and 
it is required of him, amongst other things, << that 
he consider X all other bonds and duties whidi he 
has in die world as next to nothing, when con- 
firoQted with the bond erf the Hetaria.^ 

The facility afforded for the admisfflon dt new 
members was very great; as any one member, 

* In one place the words are merely ^' V^mwig, CiCdt^t iffftn 
te«^f % tUtlft^, xtu xaXof Hffi^tintcs*** In another^ " Stk^nt 

fCfh X^ihfAU ¥» »etlnxn^ •'# rm 'EfrmtfUir 

cS 
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with the fnrivity of a second, had the power of 
IKhnitting every person whom he believed to pos- 
sess the requisite qualifications. ' 

Besptscling the form of admission, my informa- 
tion is not perfectly distinct; I understand it to 
have been as follows :— *The candidate was first 
conducted ' by the '^ priest,^ who was about to 
admit him, into the presence of anbth^ member, 
before whom. he expressed his wish to enter the 
society, and .read the oath which he would be 
required to take for that purpose. : One or two 
days were then allowed him to meditate on the 
substance of that oath, and if he still retained his 
previous desire, a f secure place 'was selected, to 
which he retired with. the priest. at night and in 
siknce. A table, was prepared, on which was 
placed a wax taper and an image. After some 
imimportant formalities, the novice was directed 
to kneel on his right knee, close to the table, and 
to make three times the sign of the cross ; after 
this, he was allowed to touch the image, and 
to place upon it his right hand, open. While 
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he was in this podtion, the tiqper was placed 

in his left hand, and he pronounced these words : 

<^ This taper is the only witness which my afficted 

country accepts, when her diildrai swear the oath 

of their emandpation**^-— words so simply and 

solemnly impressive, that he must, indeed, hare 

been an indifferent patriot who could pronounce 

them without tears. He then repeated the agn ot 

the Cross, mice only, and proceeded to rec^ve 

> 
the principal* oath. When this had been duly 

administered, the Priest placed his right hand oh 

the left shoulder of the novice, and replacing with 

his left hand the image which the latter had raised 

from the table during the fervour of initiation, 

uttered, with a distinct voice, the following words: 

^^ *f- Before the face of the invisible and omni* 

present true Gt)d, who in his essence is just, the 

avenger of transgression, the chastiser of e^l, by 

the laws of the Hetaria Philik^, and by'the'autho- 

rity with which its powerful priests has intrusted 

• Called *0 /j^yats "Ogxff . 

t '* ENvflTMy rmf *At^arw »«) irarreix'^ vrm^ifns iiXninw duv, rw 

hfUn tU^tsf tH fMyAktt 'Iff ((/' 4to. ^c. Sfc, 
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me» I rtomve you^ as I was myself feofiy«d» ioto 
iks hoaom of the Hdaria."^ 

To whioh the other repl]ed» *^ I swear^ as a man 
of honour, as a mm anxious for the happiness of 
my fellow-opuntrymeoy * on which depends even 
i^y own daily existence^ by all that I hold sacrod 
and dear in the world, that I will unalterably 
observe the promises which I have sworn to the 
Hetaria, and that I will be faithful to the end of 
my life to the whole body generally^ and to its 
members individwUy, in whatever circumstance of 
human condition I may find myself; and that I 
will be strictly directed by the fundamental f prin« 
dples on which the society reposes*"^ 

The initiated was then admitted to all the pii- 
yileges and secrets of the *^ Priesthood,'^ whence 
he might be promoted, in process of time^ to the 
higher classes of the society ; but in what time, or 
by what means or merits, I am not informed. 
Fuoishments, too, were established for offending 
members; consisting probably of pecuniary for- 

t T«# BifuXjMs 'A^x*^ i ^hich are described to be • ftiyas 
WMT^mrtffMf, n A^i?n^ and a grest variety of other virtues. 
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fmkMj varying according to the extent of the of- 
fence: it is difficult to cooodre the exeeution of 
any other cipeciea of punishment amongst the mem- 
bers of a society thus composed. The new member 
was called Adelphopceetos, or Adopted Brother. 

The candidate was also subjected to two distinct 
sets of interrogations, and was oUiged to conArm 
his answers to them by oath. Some of the ques- 
tions are very shigular, and the motive which dic- 
tated others is not quite obvious. I am enabled to 
give the greater number of them literally. 

The longer and more important of these two 
« Catechisms,** which was called ^« the Ffrst Oath,* 
contained ten questions : 

1. How do you live, and what means have you 
of procuring your livelihood ? 

2*. What relatives have you? in what pro- 
fession are you, and in what circumstancies? 

3. Had you ever any differences with your kins- 
men, or friends, or any one else ? 

4. (Something unimportant, founded on qu. 8.) 

5. Are you married, or have you any intention 
of marrying ? 
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. 6 *. Are you in love ; or bad you ever an al>- 
tachnient, which has passed away wiih time ? 

7. Has any great misfortune or diange of dr« 
cumstance. overtaken you ? 

.8. Are you contented with your situation in life^ 
or should you prefer some other to it ? 

9. Have you any faithful friend, and who is he ? 

10. How do you intend to live for the future ? 
The second catechism was called the ^* Ckm- 

fession,^ (c^opioXo79}(nf), and contains only ux ques- 
tions : 

1. Are you persecuted+^ either yourself or any 
among your relatives or friends, by the govern- 
ment of our country, or by any one else ; and on 
what account ? 

% Have you any friends or relatives in prison, 
and why? 

3. Have any among your relatives or Maids 
been put to death by the Government, and why ? 

4. I Has any important event befallen you in 
the course of your life ? 

* "Extis ^f^^t 4 *%*f irirt, if airi^mft mk) Jiwo vm tuu^iv,. 
t Literally, run down, "Eaeeu KBtvevrftxf***f **^ ^ xmufoi gvy^wt 
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5. * Ah! you acquainted with any great political 
mystery, or any discovery worthy of mention, or 
any other important secret? Whence did you learn 
it? Do any others know it? and who are they? 
Have you the necessary proofs of it, and what 
ts %t? 

6. f Have you any distinguidiing excellence, 
secret or notorious? or any extraordinary accom^ 
plishment ? 

. Such were the questions which the new brother 
was obliged to answer before his adoption. I am 
not aware whether his admission or rejection de- 
pendied m any way upon the nature of his answers, 
but I am incUned to think not. It is difficult to 
suppose that a man was disqualified for the Hetaria 
either because he loved, or because, having once 
loved, he had been subjected by human weakness 
to the oblivious omnipotence of time. Nor can I 
believe that the members of that society were re< 
stricted to the poor or the wealthy, to the happy or 
the unfortunate ; to those who had endured, or to 

• I|t«(i/f iE«i>iM» ftiyet fii»/jt»9v (secret) ^o3Jlt»n ii xaftftUf m^- 
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those who had escaped oppresskm; to those who 
possessed friends, or to those who were friendless. 
It was probably sufflcient that the candidate, by 
a faithful answer to interrogations, some of which 
are suffideHtly inquisitorial, put the society in pos- 
session of the history of some of the most private 
(actions of his life, and gave thereby some sort of 
pledge for his fiiture conduct. 
The object (2xo«of) of the Hetaria is expressed 
in these words :«-<^ The Hetaria consists of native 
Greeks, patriots, and is named the Society of the 
Friendly. Their object is the purification * of this 
nation, and, with the aid of Heaven, their indepen- 
I dence.** 

The ^^ principal oath^ which united them in 
thar object, and consecrated them to the accom- 
plishment of it, is of considerable length, but so 
full of interest, that I shall make no excuse for 
presenting my readers with the whole of it, in ex- 
pression or substance. 

** In the presence of the true God, spontaneously 

• I cannot decipher the word in the original MS., but it ap- 
pears to contain the letters . . . ^tf^f . . Neither is the Romaic 
orthography of my author at all generally correct. The very 
title of his society he invariably writes aHi^i*, Heeteria. 
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I 8weir» that I will be faithful to the Hetfuria * m 
all and through aU; I will never betray the sligbteot 
portion of its acts *|- or words ; nor will I ever in 
any manner give even my relatives or friends to 
understand that I am acquainted with them* 

^^ I swear^ that henceforward I , will not enti»r 
into any other society, or into any {bond of obti* 
gatioii ; but whatever bond of whatever I may pos- 
9&m in the world, when compared to the Hetaria» 
I will hold as nothing. 

<^ I swear that I will nourish in my heart irre* 
condleible hatred against the tjrrants of my 
country, their followers, and their favourers ; and 
I will exert every method for their injury, ands 
when cii^ilmstaDce$ permit, for their destruction.^' 

(Then follow two or three clauses, by which the 
m<»(nbers are bound to acts of friendship and 
mutual assistance, on all occasions; and to a 
readiness to admit 3uch persons as possess the 
proper qualilScations in the manner in which they 
were themselves admitted; and they severally 

f Asfeementa, determm«tiont, ^vft^tUut* 



\ 
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engage never to ask any f iXixov by whom he was 
introduced into the society, not crer to dedaie 
who introduced themselves.) 

*' I swear never to offer any injury to the 
Hetaria, but I will consider it as a holy pledge, 
extending to the whole of my wretched race, and 
inviolable as the sealed letter ^. 

<< I swear that I will ever so regulate my con- 
duct that I may be a virtuous man ; f I will 
incline with piety towards my own form of wor- 
ship, without disrespectfuUy regarding those of 
foreigners ; I will ever present a good example ; 
I will aid, counsel, and suppcHt the sick, the un« 
fortunate, and the feeble; I will reverence the 
Grovemment, the tribunals, and the ministers of 
the country in which I may be residing. 

** jLast of aU, I swear by Thee, my sacred 

rats l,weir 0tXii )<)w 'airenr»n ri ««X«y -arm^^iuy/Mt' 8fC, 

I Conscious of the weakness of the translation^ I refer with 
pleasure to the original, as containing a beautiful specimen of 
the powers of a language, on which the sentence of entire 
corruption has been much too hastily pronounced. '^ tJxh 
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and suffering Country,— -I swear by thy long- 
endured tortures,— -I swear by the bitter tears 
which for so many centuries have been shed, by 
^y unhappy children, by my own tears which 
I am pouring forth at this very moment,-~I swear 
by. the future liberty of my countrymen, that I 
consecrate myself wholly to thee; that hence- 
forward thou shalt be the cause and object of my 
thoughts, thy name the guide of my actions, and 
thy happiness the recompense of my labours.*" 

Here, then, let me conclude. I will violate by 
no paltry comment the sanctity of this exquisite 
adjuration. Poetry has produced little to equal 
it; liberty, piety, and patriotism will never sur- 
pass it. 

On his knees, at midnight, with the image in 

viewt almmt 7;^tfr«y ra vaXaiw^a rixvu ffw, ug ra thi»ei /aw 
Itijt^ya, Ti^ MfM x^ alvhv rh* &rtyi/tm' %»s rqy /«c>JUi>rcy iXiv- 
ii^iw rm ofMytvSv /i»v, Sri ufn^m$fiteu oX«t ug 'Etf'i: •rs tig r« 
l|«f 2tf ^Xug tTfat n airU xtti e rMifog rSv "^taXiyifffun fjkw, 
vi Sfpfta 0*01/ l^tiyag r«y vr^^utf fMu, »ai if Evrv;^/« 2*f * 

The vhole concludes with a very violent invocation of the 
vengeance of God and man, if the Hetarist allows himself to 
be '^ unmindful for a moment of the miseries of his country, 
and the discharge of his own sacred.duty.'' 
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his right hand, and the taper in his left, the young 
Greeian ^* oomiecrated himself whcdly to his conn- 
try.'' He swore, ** by her future Kberty," to d^ 
Tote his undivided existence, thought and action^ 
soul and body« to her redemption and eaianci* 
pation* Why need we seardi any ftfthtr for the 
cause of the Greek Retolution P 
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4 A BODY constituted, as I have described the He- 
taria, could not fail to be numerous and increasing* 

, The pH^ « .hioh U ^ o^U, 4. 
respectability of a great proportion of its members, 

. and the union of all was secured by their common 

/ interest in the object which they had engaged 

4 

I themselves to accomplish. It is true, that many 

I Greeks*, most distinguished for rank or opulence, 

were never prevailed upon to enter into the 

sodety; influenced, no doubt, by the certainty 

* I have been assured, tbat not more than one or two 
Atbeoiaas, if even that number, were Hetarists ; and I know 
that some of the priaoipal Hydtiotes, though frequently in- 
vited, refused to give any coxtntenanee to the Society. 
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thtt, id caie of diBccwcry, they ahould be the 
first vietiaui selected by the rapadous jufltice of 
the Sublime Porte; but no one will doubt that 
they were well aware of its existence^ and wer^ 
dbscarving its secM operations with attention and 
anxiety. 

Its iiinds are believed to hare been very ccsi«> 
siderable ; they were derived principally froax the 
sum paid by every member on his admission^ 
whidi varied aooording to his wealth or enthu- 
siasm. They were for the most part deposited 
in the hands of Greek m^chants at Odessa, and 
are said to have been consumed by the calamitous ] 
expedition of Alexander Ypsilanti* In fact, I am ] 
disposed to believe^ that the focus of the He* | 
taria was pUioed rather in the southern provinces 
of Russia than in Greece itself, and that the 
numerous Qreeks there resident formed a consi- 
derable, perhaps the greater, proportion of its 
members^ 

The first operations of that society seem to 
have been conducted with little prudence, since 
k is certain that, in 1815, Ali Pasha obtained 
possession of a copy of the <^ Catechism,^ ajid 
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even sent it for the inspection of General Cimpbell, 
who was at that time commander of the forces in 
the Ionian Isles. But happily for the existence 
of the Hetaria, and for the destiny, perhaps, of 
Greece itself, the tyrant mistook the origin of 
that document ; by a very natural enxur, he was 
led to attribute it to some private machinations 
of the Philo-music Society, and remained ignorant 
and unsuiqpidous of the existence of any other. 

Preserved from a danger so threateiiing to its 
infancy, the young society increased in power 
and energy. With silent and invisible growth, 
and nourished by the <^ bitter tears^ of Greece, 
the roots struck wide and deeply, and extended 
themselves with a rapidity which proved the 
vigour of the plant, but excited fears that the 
fruit which it was intended to bear would prove 
untimely and precocious. 

These fears were not unfounded: it is well 
known that, in the year 1819, Count Capo Fdstrias 
made his celebrated viidt to Corfu. Its only 
ostensible cons^uence, .indeed, was that attack 
on the Ionian Government which has been proved 
to be so little creditable to his sound sense, to 



Us political sagacity, or even to his sober and 
raticMsal patriotism. His intentions, however, and 
ins operatioQB, were Bpt confined to the Ionian 
Islands; they were also directed, perhaps with 
more ardour^ and certainly with better judgment, 
to the neighbouring contin^it; and they w^re 
watched with inexpressible solidtude by its eager 
inhalHtants. 

The great patroix of th^ honour and ame- 
lioration, the minister and confidant of the Em- 
peror, whom they were taught to call their 
protector, and whom they wished to believe thar 
friend, had appeared in Greece. What more 
was necessary to persuade that volatile and 
enthusiastic people tluit the hour of their re^ 
demption was arrived ; and that their illustrious 
fellow-countryman was a messenger sent by Rus- 
sia to give the signal for insurrection. Some of 
the more ardent members of the Hetaria encou- 
raged that notion, and secretly fed the flame 
which was but too ready to burst forth. 

So sudden an explosion, however, coincided not 
with the views of Capodistrias: he was too wdl 
acquainted with the present policy, probably with 
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tlM gieiiaitie tendmcbti, of hk imperial nuurtsr, tn 
Wiove that mj Bavola&m .could Ofer nodTe 
Mieoitragetnciit firom Uni ( tbatGr^eot, elope aid 
«iiaB8iirtkt> ibaiild find Ae xooana of iror]dbg out 
Jiflor own indejpead^Doe) appaand bayond the- po a 
iSbSHtj of hope ; that aha abaiald be db]%ed 40 
•anj other povrer for har Bbaiatioa waa obnoualy 
contrary to the interest of Russia. It became 
neoassiry then to caha ^ initaitioii thus unin- 
-toitioiiall j excited^ and the maona choaen fiar that 
-purpoaa waa the promulgation of a Tery siiptgular 
doenmcQt% whidi it la my good fiortune to be 
aUe to pubfish entire* 

OfiSERVATlONS SUR LES 1«0Y^NS D'AMELtORER 

L£ aORT DES G|KSC8. 

Corfou, 6—18 Avril^ 1819. 
FiLs de Notre Sainte Mere Eglise, nous sommes 
tous freres ; li^s par des malheurs qui nous sont 
communs, nous sommes tous port6s k nous aider 
mutuellement ; eclaires par Texperience de nos 

* I leave it, for many reaiom, in the language in which it 
is believed to have been originally written. It was, of course, 
iMtMlatedl into Or(^ek« but 1 aev«r saw a copy of the tiftniilatioiti 
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ttfemrt, fohn^ diadraMis it T^bole det iaiK^Um^ 
qui en sont result^s et qui aoaflicniihlBnti rittf 
ibunMs' Hjk jwrraiui it ui^ catain deglftfJde 
toatnritrf psrce qiM nous ipmiaiet iomB^ig^ 
Burnt fnqpp^ d^ane heureoie cbnvictiM,. iamt) 
que .nout devout nous ttdar muturilnMBi^ otair 
«n ne nous ioatUM paint des primip^s emaaofit 
par la morale da eette mint^ feUgion^ 4 I& qu«U« 
^seule nous devons de oompoter uxm niitioi^ Jut 
tKmfftk 4 ee titre, d*AV4»r le 4Mis ptbfosd de 
nos souffrances, et d^^prouver le beaoia de ooiB 
«n dilivtef pour toujours* La maidaa que Jdbus 
Buiv<»s depuis quelquM annte dant la viie dW 
trindre k ee but, est, aans eonlredit, la .vtritafala. 
Elle a pour guide let jMJneipet da I'EVangila $ elle 
est dans k nature des dioses bumainis. 

Fair^ du bien k noi» ccmipatriotes ponar Paiqour 
seui du bien, et sans autre interftt queleonqua'; 
am^ori^ par Ut leur' sort actual «i lesi ipkpum 
ainsi aux grands avai^tages d^une oriBsatibn kno- 
rale et ehr^nne; ne noua fntler pmht de 
erto c6tte dvilisation stir lea bases dVim qrsttoe 
<arlnt»iire, oU des eiroonatiaMii tnak afaimdomiar 

d3 
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ce grand oeuvre k la Providaice, qui seule est 
Tarbitre des nations — 

Telles sont en g^i^nd les diiectioDs qui siuTent 
les Grecs appell^ par leur devouement au service 
de notre patrie ; les uns en travullant eux-m&nes 
k la meilleiire dducation de leurs enfSms; ks 
autres en hs^anaaxA par des nobles sacrifices les 
intentions litt^raires parmi nous, et en soutenant 
de ^eurs moyens les moins fortun6es parmi les 
jeunes Grecs qui irequentent les Academies Eu^ 
rop^ennes. 

L'education litteraire n^est cependant pas la 
^uledont nousavons besoin; la patrie en reclame 
un autre. (Test de la morale dont il est question. 

L^Muoation morale doit se proposer pour ob- 
jet de mettre d'une part en Evidence les hommes 
dignes du respect et de la confiance de la nation, 
et d^habituer de Tautre graduellement la nation k 
respecter, k ^uter, It croire k ces hommes. 

Si les ^poques ou tout promettoit k notre pa- 
trie ravemr le plus honorable et le plus heureux 
sont pasaee& en emp#rtant avec elles nos meiUeure^ 
esp^rances, c^est que les hommes dont cette patrie. 
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devait se composer, n''6taient pas encore fmts 
ni pour £couter la vcnx auguste de la V^rit^ ni 
pour etre ^ut^ de la masse de nos coii« 
dtoyens: peu de lumieres, nuUe experience, 
point d^usage du monde et moins encore de 
moeurs, constituait toiite notre patrimoine d^alors. 
On existe mal datis cette pauvrete de moyens 
lorsqu^on est au milieu d^un etat de choses 
habituelles; comment done pretendre d'^en sortir, 
ou d'en creer un qiu soit meilleur? 

Khomme qui vient de secouer le joug, peut 
porter rapiderbent ' son esprit k des conceptions 
lib^rales, mais poiir r^dre ces idees pratiquees 
il faut plus, il faut que le coeur de cet homme 
soit dou^ d'une bienreiUance ^clairde, teUe que 
cette que nous est ensdgnee par TEvangile : hors 
de 1& point du bien r^l. 

Ou les conceptions lib^rales restent dans le 
monde des abstractions, et alors elles demeurent 
sans effet ; ou bien elles deviennent Tinstrument de 
I'ambition, et de Pinteret personnel; alors elles per« 
dent tons leurs attraits, au lieu de se faire ch^rir 
elles se font ditester par le peuple ; sa civilisation 
ne peut plus avancer ; elle recule. 
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ttendom-nout ^mpte kjamment des itiiimtiift 
4«i mnpliMent la nmltiA de iiotr« utek; dfaotndons 
aveo ncaeiUinnnit dam k fond de new ccoacu 
fneet; acratoDs oelloa de noa oompatriotes qui m 
waxit tR9uri^s k mteie de noua rendre qoalque aa% 
vice, et . qiii out manqa^ les bellei at grandaa 
occasions de a^en acqukter, et nous senna pn>« 
fbadcnent ca&vaincus que, moin de Pignbraace 
d^im part et oe d^fiiut de oaracti^ :Hiorale de 
Tautre, les hommea let plus diatingu^ panrn noa 
p^s favt>ri8(s par les dminstances de leurs 
tempSy nous auraient legutfs des destinte noins 
pidbl^niatiques, et Taxntiioration progressive de 
notre sott* 

Cette am^oratioa nea&moibs commenoe; son 
ibleineiit prmdpal coimste dans le credit quWt 
eu parmi nous, depuis quelques annto, les Yfarit& 
que Yioas tenons de retiuoer. II s^agit maintenant 
de cultiyer avec suite et sagesse cette heureoae 
tendanoe de nos compatriotes, et de la p<lrier gmt 
duellenient k des r^sultats satisfldsans. 

Un des mojens qui se pi^6seitf e pmu* ainsi dii^ 
spontandinent ik Tesprit, c^est celui d^assoeier k 
cette grande oeavre ks effqrts des {du9 telaivte 



%i des toiem periaaiiti pamt lea €rrd6a« Getter 
association semble exister, elle est dans la. kitre^ 
casuMdaos reapnit de la fiiatermfe^ Chr6lbiuie; 
(juelque ibit le caraetera prc^wa doMt tn ^eia 
vduloir b veretsr^ il eat i deaiitr ^e oatte MK>« 
ctalkm ne a'disarie poiot du bfit qm nom atom 
signale plus haut^ et.^aur kquel U io^orta Mt 
oAre d^ flnr rattatttion. Nona la teefblM»f a^est 
de r^ducaticn mooda at tittMvia de la Grtca qua 
i^ Ckma dgf vant a'acaiiper iQuquMMiit et cs^^ 
nircmnta tout autre ofcfat Mi: tain, tottt autoa 
tanrail e«t dikagareux* 

Lrpcnnt d» depart* ^santme la oentn^ da Tddu* 
catiM morale^ ne peut Stre que rioatitutiiHi du 
ckrg^; ]e odtce n^eat point inatitud, Cute dt 
aaojena; en iaa hii ptocufaat on ronplim une 
belle tiehe. Noua liditiagiia caa majem aox 
smvans: 

IL A preei|rer aus diookes {Nrincipaks, les 
E^uaa et MAtropolitaintf lea plus iaatraits et laa 
phw exemplaina par la pmete de lem monurtf. 

2. A engager ces pii^dats indireotemeni it £a- 
mriaer dans le pefede de knir juriatScd^ lea 
progr^s des ^les publiques; k titre d'auiaidue 
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on pourrait leur en fournir les moyens pecu« 
* niaires. 

8* A leur d&ncmtrer rimportance majeure du 
service qu^ls pouvaient rendre k la pataie, en ad« 
imnistrant dans leurs juriadictionB respectives k 
jusdoe avec une seventh scrupuleuse et un dion* 
t&essement k toute epreuve. 

L^autorit^ immense de TlEglise renforcie de 
cette mani^re, deviendra la sauvegarde de la na* 
tion. EUe sera, seule elle peut*etre, le beroeau de 
son avenir. Si Ton voulait developer cette id^ 
il serait facile de d^montr^ jusqu^jt T^vidence, 
que c''est par la consid^tion dont on environne le 
Clerg6, et par Tinfiuence salutaire qu'il exerce dans 
les rapports int^eurs de chaque dfooese, que Ton 
fondera sur les bases actuelles la rigi^n&ation de la 
nation, et qu^on aura, pour ansi dire, en main le fil 
auquel se ratdche ce grand ^v^nement. 

II est inutile d'^observer ici, que dans Titat 
actuel des chbses, c^est par ce moyen seul qu'^on 
peut favoriser d'^im part T^levation des hommes 
qui doivent Stre ^ut^s, et entretenir de Tautre 
le respect et la confiance du peuple envers ces 
demiers« 
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Quelques soient les chances des ^v^nemens^ soit 
que la situation actuelle de noire patrie ait k se 
maintenir inalterable pour des longues ann^, soit 
que la Gr^ ait k subir une crise^ il est toujours 
d^un grand interet. 

1®. Que la Nation soit entierement devout k 
son Eglise et que par Uk, le peuple de chaque 
contrte soit porte naturellement k recbnnaitre et k 
di6rir les cfaefs^ qui se trouvent avoir le plus 
travaill^ k son bbnheur* 

2^. Que les Pasteurs soient^ autant que fidre 
se pourra, les organes de ce grand r^sultat. 

3o^ Que r instruction publique soit idehtifite 
it oelle du Clerg6> que Tune ne puisse jamais se 
detacher de Tautre^ moins encore etre en diver- 
gence. 

£n favorisant Pinstruction de la jeunesse, et en 
attirant soigneusement dans le sein de leurs fa« 
milles les hommes forrn^ k Pteole des Universit^s 
et du monde, il faut avoir grand soin de ne point 
leur permettre de se placer en oppoation de 
FEglise. 

C^est Ik une grande service^ que les Grecs 
jouissants de qu^lque credit peuvent et doivent 
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teaive k kur patrie. Ik' y perviehdrant en mo- 
dtetfit par leor aiooidant kt pc^toiiiani dni 8f»- 
vaiits et en neotraliMnt ke pr^ug^ dont Pigoo* 
ranoe aime k a^eOTiroimcr. 

Nous avons dit qu^il est d^me kipoftaoce 
majeufe de porter aua: gnaidei dioc^its de$ pcikts 
tdiirh et r^ver^ par la puret^ de ktnrs raonirs. 
V La seconde partk de VidacaAoa ittomk doit 
avoD* pour objet la formatioii des faonune^ aux 
affaires de leurs pays. La meilkiife ^ecde pour- 
noui, est ceHe qiK xiaoB cffraat Im peuplea Ctiretkns 
de notre religion, et les peupks Vkm^. CW en 
Rusflie ou notui . pouTona voir comment c^est de 
FEglke que derive k prosp^rit^ nationale et !• 
pcDgres de la dTiHsation. 

C*est en Suisse, en Angleterre, et en Am^^ 
idqne, ou novis pbuvoiui appnendre par ka attraits 
de i^ex^tipk h Mence et PdH de la UbierlL 
. La liberty eit une sdence paroequ^-eUe sa 
fimdeanrdes princtpei; elk est unart; pareeque 
ki doctrine k jdns &mv4i^ ne vmit pas une boiuie 
action et parcequ'en affaire tout est aetion. II 
£uit done se trouver au imlieu des hoimnes fibres 
pomr appKiendse .k Itre Ubre e^ pap k prmetpe et 



XNTBODUCTIOV.^ xJUl- 

(JUf» k fait II £iui vitte qudque temps lAi »i|iea: 
dHxne na^ioii teuninient dir6tieime et religieui^e et 
|Mff Ut pmpiraiite, pour i^prendre k etre tdir^ 
gieax par aendraent autant que par diadpHoe* 

Las hommeB lofliiens de aotre palrie drvraieni 
done ne point pecdre vue de «es obdervations, ^ en 
)es adoplant fiure en sorte que quelques jeunea 
geni panni ks ndtres re9oivant une bonne ediicar 
tion en Russte, en Suisse^ en Angleterre^ et en 
Ani^rique. 

JLe conunevoe leur offlbe une occasion tr^s pro* 
pioe: parod oes jeunea germ on pourrait dioisir 
etat qui doBKient les plus grandes eipiranbes par 
leurs talens autant que par lours moDUrs» el ks 
Aire voyager quelque temps dans les pays que 
nous venous de mentionner. Un fois formes k oes 
giandes feoles il fiuidrait les £ure revenir dies eux» 
kt leur donner de Pouvmge, soit en leur ooqf(&faat 
•dcs sdns publics, soit en leur t^moignant de la cok^ 
(fiance* 

La plus grande partie des Grecs qui se soot 
distingu^ dans Ttoanger en regagnant leurs foyers 
se trouvent d^placis et bors d^cetivre^ frappfis 
d^ennui ^ de d)6oooaid£ration, Uh s'inipatienteot, 
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ilfl cherchent ailleun Texistenoe quails ne peuvent 
pas trouver dans leur pays ; ils le quittait» ils sont 
perdus pour la patrie. Le grand point est de lea 
conserver et de les faire travailler poiir elle. Cette 
question en thforie semble d'^une immense diffi- 
cult^ ; elle est facile du moment qu^on la oooaid^re 
pratiquement ; Thomme n^existe que d'*unintiret; 
le grand art consiste k lui en faire retrouver un^ et 
assoder cet int^ret k Y int£ret de tons. 

Or, il n^y a pas de village que n'^offite' une 

' masse d'int&rets sourtout pour des hcmunes qui 

sont douis d^une grande sensibility et de beauooUp 

d^imagination, et lorsque Fhistoire nationale peut 

^moUYoir Tune et nourrir Tautre. 

£n s^occupant d'^une partie du service de notre 
patrie, les hommes k bonne volonte peuvent lui 
etre d^une grande utility, soit en favorisant T^uca- 
tion, pour ainsi dire, politique des jeunes gens k 
grandes esptomces, soit en utilisant ceux qui les 
auront r^alis^ par leiu*s souds durant leurs voyages 
dans Tetranger. 

Ces deux branches du service national demah- 
dent un point de contact, un centre cbmmun d'ou 
elles partent. Ce sont les hommes eclair^s a bonne 
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yo]oxii4, et sinc^rement chr^tiens panni nous^ qui 
peuvent deyeiur le centre. Ea donnant constiuti- 
meiit k tous noa efforts cette direction, droite et 
v^orale nousne maoquons k aucim des devoirs^ que 
ehacun denous a contractes envers Tordre qui existe 
dans le pays, ou se trouvent ses foyers, et le torn- 
beau de ses peres; et nous remplissons en meme 
temps loyamment et bonorablemmit tous les devc^s 
que nous impose notre sainte reli^on. EUe nous 
commande Famour de nos semblables^ k plus forte 
xaison celui de nos compatriotes. 

Le jour oii nous sordrons de cette ligne> 
locsqiie nous embrasserons une doctrine diffi^rente^ 
nos sacrifices ajouteront aux malheurs de notre 
patrie* 

II ne s^agira plus de bien public, c^est k Yam* 
bition et ^ la vamt^ de quelques individus, qu'on 
fera enccnre servir ]es int^rets de notre terre natale. 
.. Nous esp^rons d^etre k Tabri de ce grand 
danger ; les suites de nos erreurs pesent encore sur X 
nos tetes. 



This extraordinary paper was probably intended 
by its author (and many doubts cannot, I think> 











«xist retpocting that author) as a liod^ilMyrk to 
^reet the blmd and inregolar mcnrcmeiita of tha 
HetaristB. He oondidcred tham aa having . Bua» 
taken the true road which akma oodd ooadiict to 
the emancipation of Gieeoa^ and he vidwd to laid 
them back tram the diort cot whidi thegr iv«re 
taking to liberty, into a paA "whki^ ihon^ ek^ 
t^ttitous, was yet ]dain and wonre. Sodi at hait 
ifaa his professed, and sndi I believe to ha^re bam 
hie real, taxAirt. 

In the mean time, the exiiCcnee of each a doca^ 
mentSvaa always usc^l as a Tail which, iQ eaie of 
danger, mi^ oonocal the real des^;iis cf the 
Hetaria; for it contains, in hct^ not one pan* 
graph which is directly revolutionary, though the 
cdbgect of eveiy sent0M» be to prepare the Greeks 
for a mature and suoeesrfbl Insurrection. 

To inform the Ignorance, and to corvect the mnno- 
ri^ty of his countrymen, — to make their imagba- 
tion useful, and their patriotism practical,— to 
establish, in short, a national character as the basis 
of political regeneration,«^was a design worthy of 
k patriot and a statesman. But in considering the 
method pit^(K>sed as eikitte capable of communi- 



IKTB ODVCTIOH. xlvii 

ttJing tlmt fiort dP eductrtbii wUdh is the neecfls tt ey 
pisearsor of lober Eb^rtj, we are astddkhed to 
dbdBerre tkat he plaees the dsides ef public ituhnOK. 
tion exclusively in the hands at the pri0tt0y-**4)f 
ihat flfiteiwte body whidi requu^s, he tdls us, 
gieat gaieral ittprcyrement, if not entire fte-oYgfr- 
nixationi before it can enter up<Mi the honouraMl^ 
office whiiA he has set apart fbr it Why ai^ not 
those who ha^e received theii* education m Sng- 
land, in Switzerland, in America, cm* even in 
Rus^a, as competent to eidighten thdr umnformed 
iMrethren as the priest who has learnt his alphabet 
«md^ the cannon of a Turkish fortress? Why 
are those to be made the sole instructors of the 
Grecian youth, whose very profession incapacitates 
ihem from travelling in search of that instruction 
which it is impossible to obtain at home ? 

Why, for this plain reason; those to whom the 
entire education of the people is confided, will ever 
retain a very powerful influ^ce over tbdjr c^inions 
and their passions ; and in any matter of political 
importance, the Greek priesthood were quite sure 
to be the machine of the only power in Europe 
professing the Greek religioa. Here it is, then, that 



1 
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we qBooter the ambiguous features of the pdidcai* 
Hetailst!' Under the wdlpdispoied drapery of the 
patriot of JGreece, it is here that we leoogmse the 
"miaister ojp Russia. 

. Can we^ijthen, too warmly ooogratuhte the good 
fortune, orithe good courage of Greece, which has 
rescued her ^rom the scholastic hieriachy which 
her most enlightaied childr^i were preparing for 
her, and which was calculated to have conducted 
her so very peaceably from tM jaws of the tiger 
into the embrace of the bear*)"? 

It is true, that the puUicati A of this document 
produced, for the imment, thgmitended effect; no 

movement was then maRMowards insurrection; 

f 

* It is of little importance whether the author were or were 
not literally a member of (he Hetaria^ as long as he wrote 
papers for its regulation, and thus countenanced the belief that 
he was its patron. 

' *^ I do not accase Capodistrias of any wish to enslare his 
country, even to Russia. He appears to hare had two great 
objects in view ; first, the moral regeneration of Greece, and 
next, her emancipation from the Tuikish Government ; and he 
imagined, perhaps, that a strict union with Russia was favour- 
able to the former object, while it presented the only visible 
hope of accomplishing the latter ; for no man thought so 
highly of Grecian talent, -or so contemptibly of Turkish power> 
as ever to dream that that desirable event could be brought to 
paas without «ome sort of foreign intervention. 
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but was it probable that that refitless and sanguine' 
diaraeter^ after being once roused to the hope of 
liber ty^ and itritated by distant glimpses of her 
rat£bnt feature should )retuni» at a idngle exhorta^ 
^Mf to; a state of permanent and philoso|>hiQaI: 
tranquillity ? What availed . it to say,-^^^ My 
brethren, recover your calmness; educate your 
dbildren, reverence your priests, and cont^iue to 
bend before the sabre of the Infldel.r For you the 
hour is not yet come; you«must die such as you 
were bom; and thus, in some distant age, your 
posterity, perhaps, may merit at the hands of - 
Providence a less rigorous destiny !'' 
. Of all instructions, the most difficult of practice 
are those which bid us reject the good which 
appears present and obvious, for the sake of the 
distant and invisible future. 

All, however, remained tolerably quiet till the 
period of the rebellion of Ali Pasha, which took 
place about a year and a half after Capo d^Istrias** 
visit to Corfu. A new fermentation was then 
perceived throughout Greece, and all the springs 
of the Hetaria were once more put in motion. 
Agents or members of that body,, calling them- 
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m1tq» Ajpoitki (At0tt^'rJXM)> f smm d down ia 
ivraroift from dit buks of A^ Bnidbt, tte Dii«»- 
tor, nd the pmiper^ t)Ml proebim«d by tkw 
preMDea the «ppioMli €f the ends which they 
wore jhiitentig by Ibefa^ eihortatidtts. The seda- 
tive wlnoh had praved fbttterly of so much avails 
was again admiidfltered ; and durii^ the printer of 
1890.1) written copiei of the << Obeerrationa'' 
were once more abundantly distributed; but the 
disease had increased hi i^olence, or the medicone 
hid lost its efficacy ; and the Toice of moderation' 
and poKey was lost in the eacploaion of the Greek 
Bevolution. 
Let us terminate our present inquiry in as few 

* • 

. words as posable. The existence of Sk powerful 

4 

and increasing society, of which the express object 
was the liberation of Greece, and which was ar- 
dently bent on the accomplishment of that object, 
rendered the permanent tranquillity of the country 
absolutely impossible. A speedy convulsion was 
probable, — some convulsion perfectly inevitable ; 
and any favour of external circumstances was alone 
required to decide the moment of action. 
First, the rebellion of Ali Pasha, by creating an 



snmy to thw oppxemt^s rithtr.thiui a fiUad to 
ifaeDuidvefl, iras y«t a sttotig incolitiye to tbiMal 
€f th^HeCatiblas «iidiiett» tbe ratoludM of N» 
]d9i3 wim niiftokg»» hy their ei^ger. ind uBoqpoA- 
«iif)Qd qFes* f<iHr tbe bMooH of Itbevty; GfateoelMi- 
hdd the signal, and cose- 

The r^vohttion of N«t>l«s waa cxtingioshiad by a 
far#ath» and th^ hi^aty rebdi of Yininii bai long 
«nce suffered thd rebeTa &te. But the caus^ of 

dJatippiiBhad in principb ftom the x 



others, so has it been contrasted in suoeess; smd 
ita confideirt si^pporters no longer tremble at tlie 
assaults of an enemy wh<nxi Providenoe iseans al- 
ready to hava Uasted with thit nuldaefls ipiddbi H^ 
has ordained to be the preoOrsor of doitnietian . 



An important Memoir has lately beoi vrittmat is 
Greek, on the origin of the RevolutioKi, of Yfbkh 
I have seen thje French translation. I am not 
a^uflinted with tbe author, but though he has 
permitted himself to retail some falsehnnds, on 
<me or two of which I idiatt preaoitly remark, he 
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08 evidently wdl iiutifttod in the ttysteries of tte 
Hetaiia, «nd is in pnmc^le a Capo^Istriany-^'Aak 
is, a person who would have prefMi^d his country 
for fmandpadon by a kmg piooess of literary and 
noxal education ; asauch, heisof ciourseaneneniy 
to the enterprise of Ypsilanti. 

From this Memoir, I learn tibat Prince Mauro- 
jpocdato, the ExJEIospodis: of Moldavia, conceiTed 
and executed, during his exile in Russia, as 
nearly as the year 1802, the project of forming a 
sodety of Greeks, for the purpose of instructing 
and enlightening their countrymen. This society 
iiad no immediate political view ; its only ostenid- 
hie object was the education of Greece,*— the conse^ 
quences of that education were foreseen rather than 
expressed. Prince Maurocordato died in 1814,—- 
the direction of the society fell into the hands of 
less patient politicians; it changed its name, its 
nature, and its principles, and became such as I 
have described the Hetaria Philikd. Four persons 
(whose names are not mentioned) are represented 
as having assumed the direction of it. — ** lis 
er6erent dans Pombre et pour agir sur Tesprit ^bloui 
idiiyulgaire, une sorte de gouvemement d6sign^ 
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Bom k nom d' Afxi dont ila se firent les chef% 
tt qu'ils disoieQt en outre Gompoae de 6m» ui« 
Awm au service d^ Russie, lis redigeient oisuitci 
dssi stamta, et la formule du terrible aement qu^oti 
devoit souscrire.'^ 

The author of the Memoir r^resents them as 
having sought bonverts^ only among the « popu^ 
lace/' but as he afterwards mentions lOOO piastres 
as the sum usually, paid on admission, we may be 
lUlowed to suspect some exagga*ation in this part 
of his statement. Many of the most fiourlflhlng 
merchants did^ no doubt, refiise their names to a 
society of which the discovery would have led 
them to inunediate destruction; but it would be 
quite absurd to suppose that it did not contain 
much of the wealth and education, as well as of 
the patriotism of the nation. 

The following speciinen of the kind of letter 
by which the Adelphophceetos announced his adop- 
tion to the Council or Arche is very eurious:-^ 

" Cher Ami M. Dimitei, 

5^ Je m'*emprese de vous donner la nouvelle de mon 
arriv^ dans ma chefe pqtrtey Smyrne* Le voyage 
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fk ith £art tuiSkeaacevaL, et temhloit eomoie k pm* 
caratur du triste ev^nemeht qui ni*»Uciidolt iql, k 
mdrt de mon p6rt, qui m^ a ordoBfift par tmimmi 
de Tout hire pasMr rfdtis' fitutress deaCiii^ ^ k 
reparation de Teglise de son patroti St^Jemiu Ja 
fKo^ ' de Tooeaaion do M. Zachofia pour V6us 
fiice tenir Iji dite sonuae, dont je voua pxit di 
na*iiocaiaer b reGcption>^ 4r^. 4^. 

The m^e active chiefs of the Hetaro ^vMainod 
tbe nrdfHir ^ the acipiety by xepefited j^^omia^fi of 
J^VMi^an pvo^ction; their aineerity, howev^j wm 
liMpi^ms doubted, 4iid 1^ M^^ajte Udm^ Qfil^biy 
tr $1191^^14 Vtti s^t to PetersVurgb, to aapeprtaiti 
f)ie r^ ; fllnte of the c^se by a. per^i^ copferenc^ 
|fit^: OapQ d'Istrias. That miiuater ipme^al^y vin* 
deceived him as to apy h<^ qf asisistance firom 
J^HMpaj aqd Qal^N fieturoed to inform hv^ co^ntry- 
m^; but h^ had i|ca^y eet loot ia the Morea 

whenh^dl^i 

Not long after that event, Alexander Ypsilanti 
allowed himself to be called to the direction of the 
Hetarla,— ^^ II se deckro, l^organ ofilclel da Cdtt6 
j^ysaahce occalte-^Efpo^of yeyw^^ t^# Afx;9}f *-*U ctte 
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desEphorii^ ou oommit^dirigeAnts sur divtmpdiiitft 
de 1a Grtee ; il leut reoomniAacUi Tdinploi ds torn 
Its waojmB proptei k sMuiire les Greet; i Cfgi^ 
aiMr ri&sozreofion V He (^btaihod a tifd yMnf 
Imve of abwo eo flfom hig roflifagy dutie»5 and fixed 
his heed-quarters at Kiicheiiow^ Ho^ever^ tW6 
odier deputits ir«re sent by the stffl dilBdety; 
Moraites, the one to BeterBburgh^ ancl the othtt 
to Ki8chenow« The latter beceme the dupe d[ 
Ypdlttitiy and returned to the Moren wiA a fiilde 
Ulcaee^ <^ ou Ton faifloit tenir TEmpereur le lafi- 
gage le plus favourable aux Grecs, et h plus hos- 
tile cobtr^e • la Porte. Camariua (the other deputy) 
8^6toit rendu directement k St. l^eterBboiUfg^ H 
y avoit r^ le Comte Capodislrias; ce mhiistre, 
iioiMx>iiteQt de dotiner verbakment k i^entreprise 
4u Ftinde un desaveu fbrmel, aydt remie au 
deput6 Moraite des letters drculaires pour tous 
les ]»imats de la Peoinsule ; 11 y dtroik Pabyme 
eu Ton cherdunt a les entramer^ Mais Cami^ 



* A Russian subject, whose activitgr in excitiog fevoln- 
tionary movements in Greece^ during the autumn of 1890, can 
N ■Q^ftcient);' proi«l» wli» pioMbly tbs 9fent aad ddp4 of 
Yptiknti. 
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tiA deroit ^prover le sort de Gafabi; prdt de 
e^embarquer a Galatcz pour traverser le Danube 
.il y tnqurut assdssine; sa mort interoepta de 
nouveau la verity que detix fdm les Morattes 
ayoient teatk de wMmtxt.'^ YffikmA then At- 
tempted to ejcdte the Serviaas to revolt His 
papers were intercepted by the Turks at the 
passage of the^ Ada on the Danube, and disco- 
vered bis designs. His efforts to re^atutioniee 
Moldavia and Walacbia were, as is well known, 
.equally fruitless. ^^ Un seul rencontre ayec les 
.Turcs dispersa les foibles ressources d'lTpdlantii 
et contraint de fiiir en Autridie, il n^y trouva 
qu' vne prison."' 

This Memoir! contains so much good sense, 
and probably so much truth, that it may be worth 
while to contradict its errors, particularly as they 
are not uncommonly repeated from other quarters* 
^^ On salt, (says the author,) que les Isles et la 
More^ iCmt lev6 Tetendard de la revoke qu' apres 
avoir viimassacrer leur Patriarche,'' 8fC, SfC, Could 
the Author of this able paper be ignorant that 
the town.of Patras was actually taken by the 
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Gneeks on the 4th of April (1881): that the re- 
volt of Maina and Spezzia was conten^porary with 
this event; and that the Patriardi was not exe- 
cuted till the Slst of the same month? so that 
his death was, of course, unknown in the Morea, 
till nearly a mondi after its inhabitants had taken 
tipanns. 

Another fiible which the Author condescends 
to rqpeat is, I believe, of Frendi invention ; at 
least, it was first pubUahed by M. Rafflbnel, in 
his poetical Histoary of. the Revolution,-f-that the 
Parte received its first information of the- meditated 
revolt from the British ambassador. Lord Strange 
ford. Now, if it had so happened that his lord-. 
diip had diseovered the fonnation of a plot 
threatening the very existence of the Grovemment 
to which he was accredited, I am not at all pr^ 
jiared to say, that his duty would not have obliged 
him to reveal it Happily, howeva:, he was not 
placed in so painful a situation. He had scarcely 
iiet bis foot in his pakoe when the insurrection 
broke out, and was utt«*ly ignorant that any 
such event was.in preparaition« I do. not ma;kj^ 



this ttHNBrdoa on ilight auibaritjr, and am m^ 
fserely oonTUieed of its truth* 

That. this dboge (fcr as audi it is inlciidad) 
should hai^e been advanced by a pdesdai si «»» 
tirdy uimlstructad in the aaersts Of the Rcv^ahitieai 
as M. BaflPenel^ ve seed feel no astoiuahmeiit ; 
but 1 do marvel that it should be repealled 1^ 
the intelligent Author of '* 1^ Mettoir;'' for. he 
tdla us, in the very aame pap«^> that VpiUantfi 
Uttera t6 die Servlaiis wa:« intettepM hy thi 
TMcs^ an evcHt which took place aanie weAk 
previoui to Lord Stnmgfdrd^s ftlit sppeanaba at 
Constantinople *. 

I will waste oq this snlijact one inore tinnaoM* 
sary sentence. The prematurtty and consequent 
failure of YpsQanti'a expeditionf . is attributed to 
Lord Stmugford's diiadsoures. Nov his LordU 
shqp arrived at Jxu post on Fefaruwy the 21st, and 
YpaLtanti was publishing proclamatkas at Yassi 



* The letters, of which I bliTS seta copies, wiie mnUm 
eaxlj in January ; »nd they exprew^i the desi|^s of their 
Author in terms so ctear/ that the divan could hardly re<|air0 
Say fbrth«» iRamisatioB oa ihat sijbj«et. 
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on the 6th of March following. Thus, then, in 
the space of one fortnight^ Lord Strangford dis- 
covered a plot, and gave information to the Porte ; 
the fact became notorious to the friends of Ypsi- 
land at Constantinople ; they communicated it to 
him at Kischenow ; and the prince in consequence 
left Kischenow, and travelled to Yassi! This is 
beyond absurdity — the slightest computation of 
distances— the slightest knowledge of the state of 
the country, prove it to be impomble. 
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The following Chapters contain the substance of 
information collected at the various places of which 
they severally bear the dates. Circumstances, which 
it is needless to mention, have prevented their earlier 
publication; but they will still be found to contain 
some novelty and some truth. The Author has 
ever been entirely unconnected with any Phil-hellenic 
Society, and was directed in his researches by no 
other desire, than that of obtaining the most au- 
thentic information. 
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I. 

Const antinaptey November , IStS. 

P^BOPLE have surely some right to eomplaiay 
that after all the demands which continue to be 
made upon their purse and their ^ithusiasm, they 
are allowed to ronain in complete ignorance ci the 
real state of that country and that ccmtest, in sup- 
port of which they are sacrificing their money and 
thar reason so liberally. Letters from Herman** 
stadt, and Semlin, and Cronstadt, and Odessa, 
fabricated at Augsburg, Parii^ and London, the 
* three great mints of Fhil-hell^c mendacity, have 

• At Zante, Trieste^ Frankfort, Stuttgard, supplementary 
laboratories have existed or exist. Even the sanctity of 
Vieofia, the very temple of despotism, has been violated by 
a party of these daring and ingenious republicans. Their 
machmeiy was discovered, and their .papers examined, — they 
were in the pay of the AUgemeine ZeitUng, and were proved to 
have furnished many of the most animated, and not least authen** 
tic, portkms of its oriental conespondeiice. 

B 
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trifled too long with thdr hopes and their pa- 
tience. So many sanguinary battles when no skir- 
mishers ever joined, so many conquests when the 
sabre has never been drawn, so many details of 
heroism simply and purely fabulous, have at last 
driven many persons to the determination of be- 
lieving nothing. From this incessant storm of 
forgery and falsehood, they seek their only refuge 
in utter incredulity. And this is one of the great 
evils which the false friends of freedom inflict 
upon the cause which they profess to advocate; 
human endurance is not proof against the rapid 
succesidon of their impudent impostures. 

It must be confessed, indeed, that these persons 
have chosen the less laborious occupation : it is far 
easier to fabricate falsehoods than to ascertain 
truth. At Augsburg, ^c, all the secrets of the 
Revolution are public and notorious ; but we are 
not nearly so well informed at Constantinople. 
However, three months of tolerable perseverance 
have enabled me to collect some facts, and to form 
some opinions, which may be as valuable as those 
usually published osx the subject ; and when I shall 
proceed^ as will speedily be the case, to the ac&ae 
of this barbaric omflicty it is poeaible that my com- 
munications may become more interesting. In the 
mean tune, it is a little diflicult to determine to 
what point we shall direct our immediate atten- 
tion. Shall we plunge into the cold and winding 
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waters of diplomiu^, and exhaust oivt pa3sioQl«i^ 
periods in eulogies an the * langanimous emperor 
of the norths the sai-disant protector of his l^leed^ 
mg correligionists ? The details of dipl<HKUicy are' 
not, indeed, without their attractions; and this 
negotiation in pairti^ular, directed and adon^ by 
the genius of our ambaasador at Const^^ntinopl^t i* 
in its natiure so singular, and in its conduct so 
abundant in skill and talent, that it would aIoqi^ 
furnish mat^jals for an inter^ting. and instructive 
vQlume. But aa its real object has been to prevent 
a Russian war^ not to ameliorate the condition of 
the Greeks^ and as the latter consideration bis be^ 
made throu^hopt only subservient to efforts, thus 
far happily successful, 1^ preserve the peape of 
Surope, it would be inconsistent with my present 
plan to engage in any particulars on that subj^t. 

Shall we th^oL escape to the discussicm of coip- 
mercial matters, and e^^amine and compare t^^e past 
and present ooodition of the Levant trade ? The 

» 

* This word is now consecrated, in diplomatic language, to 

the exclusive homage of the Emperor Alexander j the' atttl- 

bute of the Czar is *^ longanimity." Tlie term ^ «oy«el%kMii»'*' 

Id-not tess id use to express tlie in mlnch %a ««piK>K<i (o vnite 

,)lim to the iGfeek subjects of the Poite. 

Ob this union 'm founded his right of interference in the affairs 
of the Ottoman empire, a right which ptoves, on investigation^ 
to be extremely limited. If any of loy leaders are cnrUMM to 
observe on faow aarrovr a fowidakion vtait estenttre prefiflnitims 

CHu be eisded^ i ifto lliem to Appentka h 

B2 
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details of oommet^e, to become attractive, must 
first be made intelligible ; and this attempt, tedious 
HI itself, and laborious, might very possibly ter« 
minate in perplexity. 

If, then, both commerce and diplomacy be too 
prolix and too dull for us, where shall we take 
refuge from ennui ? One field is still open to us — 
ipi $eld where all the passions of man, unchained 
and unmuzzled, have occasioned nothing but crime 
and misery,— 'where, under the names of execu« 
^on and commotion, murder and massacre haye 
been allowed their course,-— and when the most 
Impotent or most wicked of all imaginable govern- 
ments has exerted itself to display the perfection of 
Vickedness or impotence. 

I will proceed, then, to draw a very short outline 
of the principal occurrences which have taken place 
here since the beginning of this insurrection. The 
facts and the dates t have ascertained, partly from 
oral communications of ijesidents, and partly from 
the use of ope, Of two very copious journals, care- 
fully J:Qpt dujcin^ tlie whole period by persons who 
niad access to the best information. 
ISiSl The }6tb of April i^as distinguished by, .the 
sacrifice of ^the first yictim of consideration. Con- 
stantine Morusi, jDragoman to the Porte, a young 
m^ of, «.any accomplishments, wa, waiting to 
attend a conference with the Intemuucio.. when 
lie was seized without any. previou9. notice, carried 
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to an apartment in the Send, called Alay Kiosk, ^^^^ 
and instantly executed. Time was not even al^ 
lowed him to put ofF his official dress, by which an 
insnlt was understood to be implied to his o^ce, 
the highest about coiirt to which a Greek could 
aspire. The reason given for this act was deemed 
amply satisfactory by every good Mussulman ; in 
the translation of a Greek intercepted letter, he had 
omitted, it seems, a whole paragraph implicating a 
foreign court. He had, indeed^ ventured upon 
this omission by the advice of two of the principal 
ministers, but they wanted either the time or the 
power to save him. The Sultan discovered the 
fraud by procuring a double version of the letter, 
done, it is believed, by a Sciot gardener in the 
Serai. 

On that and the two following days ten other 
executions took place, of which the most remark- 
able was that of a very respectable member of th^ 
Mavrocordato family. It is needless to add that 
these murders, are never preceded by any legal 
process, or by any form or formality of justice 
whatsoever. 

Having spread general terror in the Fanal by ^ 
these and similar measures, the fury of the Sultan 
was next directed to the Church; for the Churcn, 
as is well known, has ever been considered by 
the Turks as the medium of communication 
between the Porte {uki the Kajahs as a bodyt 
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lasi and as in fiotne degree responsible for their conduce. 

^ The Patriarch at this period was Gregory, a nati^Fe 
of Dimitzana, who had passed righty-five blamdeas 
years in the exercise of piety : nothing, even by 
those who are least disposed to execrate the Turkish 
government, has ever been breathed against the 
character of this holy man. Twice had he re- 
signed an office too conspicuous to please his un^ 
ambitious virtue, and he had been called to it for 
the third time by the love and admiration of his 
countrymen. On Easter Sunday, at five in the 
afternoon, at the moment ol quitting his patri- 
archal chapel, after the discharge of his religious 
duties, he was met by certain Turkish officers, who, 
after going through the farce of his depositioil^ 
conducted him to the door of his palace, where 
they hanged him ^. In this situation his body was 
allowed to r^nain for two days, that, if there still 
breathed a Greek who was inclined to jveserve 
any feeling of fidelity to the government under 
which he was bom, he might learn by that spectacle 
to abhor and disown it. 

The body, like that of the lowest criminal, was 
d^tined, after sufficient exposure, to be thrown 
into the sea ; which is distant not more than two 
or three hundred yards from the " Metropolis,** 

* The three archbishops of Ephesus^ Dercou, (%hose dioeeae 
IS the whole tract of the Bosphorus^) and Akiallo, were hanged 
at the aame iaatant in dUferwit parts of ih» city. 



and law or cufitom i-equifecl, that it should be IMl 
draped down thither by' the legs, naked. Such **^ 
an ctBiGB was beneath the dignity of any Turk, 
and to hare obliged Greeks to the performance ci 
it, would have beoi thought perhaps an unneees. 
sary insult. The Jewish quarter is immediately 
adjoining; and, for that reason, three at fbur 
ChiUboks, Jews al the very lowest condition, 
were compelled to esacute a task which might not, 
• perhaps, be ungrateful to them* 

The most singular part of the story remains to 
be told ; and it is not on slight evidence that X 
hayebeen brought to believe it. In the course of 
the folbwing night, the body was fished up by a 
party of zealous Oreeks, and subsequently con- 
veyed by an Ionian vessel to Odessa ; where, after 
bong for some time exposed, and recognised by 

4»Thi8 story, like almost every fiMrt connected with UiU 
Revolution^ has been related, both at the moment and more 
lately, with various circumstances of exaggeration. The Pa- 
triaich wi|8 not executed over the gate of his chapel, but over 
that of hb palace ; nor, as for aa I can learn, in hia pomiilcal 
robes ; no part of the congragation was massacred, nor was tfa» 
church itself violated by the Turicish mob. The palace indeed 
was entered and plundered, but not destroyed. Even the 
wretched Jews, who performed their office, I believe, with 
g:reat calmness and decency, have not escaped the condescension 
of calumny ; and many of their brethren have snfRsred protecu- 
tion from the Greeks on account of the odium thus unjustly 
thrown upon the whole race. 
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liSM wanjr iitdivichiab, it irw intened with grant pcnp 

"^ and floleoaaily. 

. ! I will not deteil the maay reasons whidi an 
ipcsitioned as having 1^ the Turkish goyemment 
to ooBunit this act of madness. The Russian am* 
baasad^NTy to whom the right of remonstrance seemed 
mca?e partioularly to belong, demanded of the Porte^ 
with- his usual energy, the occasion and object of 
90 savage an exercise of authority ; but^he appears 
to have obtained no other satisfaction than the 
assurance, that no insult was thereby intended to 
the Gredc diurch ; imd that the Porte was in pos« 
session- of letters which proved the guilt of the 
Patriarch- An application to be allowed to see 
those letters was, of course, refused. 

The effect of this most impoUtic measure waa 
easily foreseen by evecy opet except the *^ Impe^ 
rial ♦ Butcher.'*' The desire for revenge wiA 
whidli it individually inspired evay insurgent^ "Was 
roused into life and acti<m by the very hopekssDesar' 
of pardon which it seemed intended to proclaim;^ 
in fact^ some such act was. absolutely! necessary at* 
that moment, in the uncertainty gt despair at 
Rus&ia;n pditronage, to confinn and consolidate Ihe' 
Revolution. ! . ; j' 

* Sultan Kassdpi (Butchet) IB the only name by which ^fa^ 
Greeks^ since the execution of the Patriarchy designate their late 
nianter^ Su'Ftan Machmood. 
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The kurlemeas of the Tuifcub popohdMilStl 
which had previously manifested itself, appears to "^ 
have acquired more audacity after that period< 
ScHae murders had been committed on Ra^s; nor 
was it held prudent even for Franks to ventuire to 
any. distance from their own doors, though tfae^ 
continual discharge of guns and pistok kept up by 
Turidsh soldiers, for the most part with no mis* 
chievous intention, and from the mere hnre of 
tKxise, probably created an alarm nmci) greater 
than the real dax^g^. 

Baron Strogonoff was not of that opinion^ and^ 
after demanding an additional guard of thirty J^ 
nissaries for his own person, be proposed to tl^ 
assembled ministers, to sign a joint declaration, 
imriting the courts of Europe to send a fleet to 
CoQflfeantmopl^ £or the protection of the Christian 
iahabiUn^s. 

^^XJib I measure appeared ;to> Lord Strangfbrd to 
bfr sradi iptorer violent than the occasion at all re- 
quiiBil^(aqd^>'as' (jhat ^minister had firet succeeded 
inr.o^taamng fr cnn the Grand Yiaser in persixi a 
wvittcB ^assurance iof the sincere determination of 
the government to smest . the disorders compbdned 
of, he felt justified in refusing his signature; his 
example was followed by the great majority of the 
diplomatic body. 

It was on this occasion that the insolent Mus- 
covite, irritated by the failure of his favourite 
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IMl acbeme, presumed puUidy to ny to the British 
"" ambassadcMTt ** that his name would descend to 
posterity) stained with blood,^ and, on leaving tbs 
iVKxn,heis * believed to have addressed to him these 
words : — ^< My Lord, 1 would wish jfot^ too, good* 
night, were I not assured that with such a ooi^ 
sconce you can never sleep.^ ^ Bon soir, M. la 
Baron !^ was his lordship's cool reply to so savage 
an insult. 

The Turkish government kq>t its word; and 
the excesses of the rabble, even the disehaige of 
their fire-arms, were for the moment prevented, and 
nearly a month passed away in tdi^nble tranquiBi^«. 
On the 1st of June, the feast of the Rhamazan com- 
menced, and on the Idth is the eeremony of the 
distribution of the Badavi^ a pastry, sweetened with 
honey, which the ladies of the seraglio are supposed 
to present to the Janissaries. Now the astrologers 
had unfortunately predicted, that some "f evil was 
to befaD the pec^e on that day, and it became the 
serious object of the government to avert that evil. 
For this purpose, they deferred the ceremony till 
the day following, on the plea that the 15tfa was 

* I pretend to no initiation into the secrets of diplomatic 
meetings, but what is universally told and believad usually ap- 
proaches rery near to truth. 

t Another interpretation of the prophecy 10^ that some erimi 
was to be committed by the people on that day. In that case, 
the govemnent equally obviated the evil bf takiug the crimi* 
aality upon itself. 
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A Friday ; and, in order to remore the threaftened IM 
calamity, at least from the Faithful portion of ""^ 
their subjects, they ordered ♦ five Greek archbMiopd, 
two prelates of inferior rank, and a great number 
of laymen to be pubholy hanged. On the 19th 
the distribution took place, without any remarkaUe 
inddent, other than that nine murders were (soul- 
mitted in different parts <3f the dty on Chrisdan 
and Jewish' tradesmen. 

About the same time, the Porte selected on (Sat- 
f erent days the number of ftmr hundred and fifky 
Greek tradesmen or artificers, and soit them into 
the interior of Asia, to work in the mines of Mad- 
den. In the mean time, the executions eontikiufld 
with great ardour, and during the few first days 
in July, aboTe seventy Greeks of difftrent descrip. 
tioiid are believed to hsve suffered. 

Mtidh inquiry was made riiout this time, in eon^ 
sequence of tne oi the demands of the Rusma 
Ultimatums' into the number and concMon of the 
Ch-eek churches in the capital and its vicaiity. It 
appeared, that in the dty itself ihst^ are twenty- 
Ibur churdhte and chapels; in the eiivinniS) ais 
far as Phanarild on the one side, and St. Stepbano 
oh the other, there are, under public sanciicsi, fraa 
lhirty»six to forty more. In Princes Islands, 
there are other eleven ; making a total of seventy- 

* The archbishops of.DepcoUf Adrianople, SaHmica, Ttrr- 
Sftto, and SiliTria. 
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IS21 three or 8evaity.four. Of those within th^ wdls, 
seven only had been injured in the interior, as 
to the pulpits, desks, <^c., but no one demolished ; 
of those V^thout, one only had been totally de- 
dttoyed, and six others had suffered some internal 
damage^ so that about sixty out of the seventy- 
four churches remained totally free from injury. 
This fact alone proves, that the general anarchy 
supposed to have existed in Constantinople at this 
period has been not a Uttle exaggerated, and that 
it is to the studied brutality of the government, not 
to the lawless violence of the people, that the 
Greeks are indebted for the greater port of their 
calamities. 

Not very kmg after the departure of Baron 
Strogonoff, tha?e appeared to be an opportunity 
for arranging the differences between the Turks 
and the Greeks, on terms not unfavourable to the 
latter ; and a paper was actually drawn up, by the 
proposal of Lord Strangford, which was intended 
to be addressed to the insurgents by the foreign 
ministers united at Constantinople. It awaited 
only the sanction of the principal courts' of Europe. 
The refusal of that sanction was, I believe, first 
notified by the cabinet of Vienna. That of St. Pe- 
tersburgh is. stated to have been equally violent 
(and with more reason) in its expressions of dis- 
approbation ; and the late minister of Great Bri- 
tain is said to have subscribed, without hesitation^. 
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to this political principle which preveiited Ae mi- 16S1 
nisters of legitimate sovereigns from all int^ference 
between the established governmait of Turkey 
and its Christian rebels. 

And yet the moment, I think and hope, is not 
far distant, when, after a few more massacres Aall 
have been committed, and a few more cities and . . 
islands bmut and destroyed, we shall observe the 
ministers of , the very powers in question engaged 
in binding up the wounds which they might and 
ought to have prevented. The terms of recon- 
ciliation must now indeed be . far more favour- 
able to the insurgents than any which they could 
have hoped for at that period of the struggle, and 
so far will the ends of oppression be disappointed,— 
ai\d^so far may we scoff at the infallibiUty of those 
statesipen, who foresaw, in. the might and legiti- 
m^y of Turkey, the <$ure and speedy extinction of 
the Cfveek Ilev<^tion. 
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Constantinople^ December. 

1821 The journals of the four last months of this me- 
lancholy year are filled with the execution of pri- 
soners brought in, from time to time, from Mol- 
davia and Walachia — the unfortunate victims of 
an enterprise, in itself as hopeless as ever was 
undertaken ; but which, as a diversion, has proved 
of such eminent advantage to the cause of Greece, 
that posterity will be disposed to pardon the en- 
thusiast who conducted it. 

Sept, 22. The Porte communicated an order to 
the Armenians, through their Patriarch, to abstain 
from all communication with the Greeks, and even 
to dismiss any Greeks who might happen to be in 
their service. An exception was then particularly 
specified in favour of all such Greek women as were 
employed as nurses ; who were allowed to remain, 
until the infants at their breasts should be weaned. 

Nov. 24. A great part of the Turkish fleet came 
into harbour, and as soon as they were anchored, 
thirty Greek * prisoners were hanged from the 

* Most of these wretches are believed actuaUy to have formed 
part of the crews of the Turkish ships, and to have been se- 
lected for execution in order to give an appearance of triumph 
to the return of the fleet. 
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bowsprits of the different ships. This has been 1881 
described to me by eye-witnesses as the most dis- 
gusting of the thousand spectacles of horror which 
had succeeded each other for so many months in 
this mighty theatre of crime and madness. 

Dec. 8. The festival of the birth of Mahomet 
was eelebrated with great splendour and humanity, 
for it was not ascertained that mcnre than three 
Chreek% priests, were immolated on that religious 



The Sultan did not return to the dty for the 
winter till the 17th, as his favourite astrologers 
bad predicted some evil to his person, if he left the 
country before that day. 

On the 14th of February, in the foQowing year, ^^^ 
arrived the intdligence of the * treacherous assassi- 
nation of Ali Pasha, of Y&nina. So miserable a 
triumph, so disgracefully obtained, would have 
been made a source of shame and sorrow by any 
existing government except that of Turkey ; but 
here it excited cmly violent and drunken exultation. 
After the officers who had executed, and the Tar- 
tars who had announced, the splendid achievement, 
had been munificently rewarded with purses and 



« The PoTte^ contrary to custom^ produced a kind of official 
account of this transaction, which was communicated by the 
Reis EffMti to Lord Stmagfoid. Hit Lordship kindly obliged 
me by a copy of it, which will be feimd ia the Appendiv. 
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1828 peKsses^ a grand * council was called at the Forte, 
to consider the state of relations with Russia. 
Certain military officers, the mutevelies, or pay-* 
masters^ of the different regiments, were invited to 
attend, and might be conadered representatives of 
the Janissaries. The ministers assumed a tone of 
confident indifference as to the result of the nego^ 
tiations, which ill became the actual condition of 
the empire, and the assembly answered that they 
were ready to co-operate with the government^ 
whether the present crisis should terminate in 
peace or in war. On the same day, the directors 
of the esnafs, or trading corporations of the capital, 
were all summoned to the Porte, and told by the 
Kehaga Bey, that ^' though the Porte is not for the 
moment at war with Russia, yet is it perfectly pre* 
pared, in case of such aggression on the part of 
that power, as the *f* communication of a mediating 
minister gave a ri^t to expect, to repel force by 
force.^^ 

The directors understood this as nearly equiva- 
lent to a declaration of war, and represented it 
416 such to their respective societies. An order was 
at the same time published in the mosques, that 
every osmanli should have his arms in constant 
readiness. The effect of these measures was rapid 

* Ob the 25th of February. 

t A late note of Count Latsow^ the Auttrian internuncio^ is 
|)elie ved to have been here alhided to • . 
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and uncontrollaUie; the capital and the Sultans ^^ 
presetited a singular confusion of audacity, t^ror, 
and fioiaticism; and spectators believed, that they 
beheld, in this frightful distortion, the last con-' 
vulsive struggle of the Turkish empire. 

The excesses committed throughout the city be- 
came at this period so general, that, on the 4th of 
March, a dentation of Turkish trade9men waited 
upon the Porte, and delivered the keys of. their 
magaziiies into the Eehayah. Bey^s office. They 
represented, .^^. that it was impossible to continue 
their occupations as long as such disorders were 
comimtted with such impunity; that the greater 
part of their traffic was with the Rajahs, which was 
destroyed by the preset persecution; and that 
they should speedily be obliged to look out for 
some other residence, where they might prosecute 
their employments in peace.^ . 

In consequence of this bold remonstrance from 
its Mahometan subjects, the Porte made a feeble, 
and perhaps insincere, effort to restore tranquilHty; 
a Hattisheriff was issued, and two or three vaga- 
Ixmds executed ; but with no permanent good 
effect. I have pleasure, however, in mentioning, 
that on the ISth of April, an order was published 
for the . protection of the Christians during the 
cdebration of Easter, and -was very generally 
att^ded to. 

The lamentable affair of Scio, which took place 

c 
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Utt aooa aftenvturcb, did not contribute to im^ptwe the 
oonditbn of the Bajahs of the capital On the 
18th of May, was die firat amyal ef fikirea from 
that devoted ishmd; and on the ISth, Bixteen moat 
respectable merdiants, resident at Constantuidple^ 
but who wei*e gmlt j of having been bora at Scio, 
w«ie executed* Three of these persaaa ^rere hy 
the Turks called kosiagesy which means diat they 
irere persons of mfluenee and diaracter, who had 
been seized by the Gkwernment, and by it made 
responsible for the conduct of their countrymen* 
As plausil^ attempts are sometimes made to justify 
the Turks in the execution of their hostages, it is 
right to make known the signification of that wOrd 
in the Turkidi, droit des gem. 

On the nth of June a plot was discovered for 
a gen^td massacre of the Christians. Some sol* 
diers, chiefly Yamaf ks, who garrison the forts of 
the Bosphorus, and are the worst descripti<xi of 
Musselmra, had bought a great number of Greek 
clothes, which th^ had concealed in a butdier^s 
shop in Constantinople; their intention was, in this 
disguise, to have assasnnated so many Turks as to 
occamon a rumour, which at that moment would 
have been readily believed, that the Greek popula- 
ticm was in insurrection; and this report would of 
course have led to a general order for pillage and 
massacre. This sanguinary plot, which had for its 
object the destruction of the lives and property of 
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above one bindred tbouaand iniiQcait penOiWy was l^ 
discoYCfed by the Jtmamry Ag^ wA of those 
parored to have beai engaged in it, some w^e bas- 
tinadoed, and one only executed ! Such lenity, at 
sadu a moment, displayed towards criminality ao 
monatroua^ amounted surely to a proclamation of 
impunity. Several murders were subsequently 
committed in Gralata, and even in Pera, which 
called for the frequent remonstrances of the foragp 
ministarai, and the British in particular, whose in- 
ter£erence obtained another ineffectual Hattidiariff 
from the Sultan* 

The continued sale of the Sciot captives led to 
ihe commissioii of daily brutalities. On June the 
19th, an order came down to the sUve-market for ita 
cessation, and the circumstances which are beUeved 
to have oocasiimed that order are extremely ai^gu- 
lar, and purely oriental. 

The IsUomI of Scio had been granted many 
years Jigo to one of the Sultanas * as on appropria- 
tied, horn which she derived a fixed revenue, and 
title of intezference in all matters relating to po- 
lice and internal administraticau The present pa- 
traiets was Asma Sultana, su^er of the Sultan; 
and that amiable princess received about two buo* 
dred thousand jnastzes a-year, besides casual pte« 
sents, from her flourishing litite province; when 

^ That i«y a Mtter^coQtiBj or a«at of the rugniof noftftnoh. 

C 2 
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1888 she was infonned of its destruction, her indignation 
was natural and excesave, and it was directed of 
course against Valid, the Pasha, who commanded 
the fort,' and the Capudan Pasha, to whose miscon- 
duct she chiefly attributed her mis&rtune. > It was 
in vain that that officer/ selected from his captives 
sixty young and beautiful maidens, whom he pre- 
sented to the service of her Highness. She re-' 
jected the sacrifice with disdain, and continued her 
energetic remonstrances against the injustice and 
illegality of . reducing Rajahs to slavery, and ex- ^ 
posing them for sale in the public markets. 

The. Sultan: at length' yielded to her eloquence, 
or her importunity; a license, the occasion of 
hourly brutalities, was suppressed, and we have the 
satisfaction of believing that this act of rare and 
unprecedented humanity may be attributed to the 
influence of a woman. 

On the very night preceding the publication of 
this order, the rapid vengeance of Heaven had - 
already overtaken the destroyer of Scio. On the 
24th, the news of the death of the Capudan Pasha 
were received at Constantinople; and on the day 
following, whether temfied by so distinct a mani- 
festation of the anger of Providence, or urged by 
the repeated exhortations of the foreign ministers,- 
or roused at last to some sense of shame by the 
spectacle of the horrors it had tolerated, or satiated 
with carnage and. massacre — ^the Sublime Porte 
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determined^ seriously^ and finally^ to compose the 18S0 

disorders of its subjects. 

After the deUberation of a very numerous coun- 
cil of state, the Sultan published the famous Hatti- 
sheriff against the Janissaries, which contained the 
following or similar expressions : — 

Myself, and all the members of my. court, 
profess to be> Janissaries, according to the ori- 
ginal institution of that corps ; but if the word 
Janissary is to be held synonymous with that of 
^< thief, assassin, incendiary, I from that instant 
'^ cease to be a member of such an institution, and 
^^ disavow its existence. If, then, the Janissary 
"> Aga and his officers will come boldly forward 
'^ to arrest the calamities which afflict the capital, 
*^ I am contented ; but if not, / am resolved to 
" t(zke up the two boys^ my sons^ and embark for 
** some other place ; leaving Constantinople to be 
^' ruled by those ruffians whose enormities make it 
^^ a disgrace for me to continue on a throne, which 
*^ has become the jest of villany and sedition, and 
** the butt of foreign ridicule T 

This energetic proclamation was attended by 
vigorous proofs of its sincerity. Numerous- patrols 
immediatdy paraded the streets, and seized a 
variety of vagabonds who were not prepared for 
such interference ; many were thrown into prison, 
others taken to the castle on the Bosphorus, where 
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18K they were strangled, and others executed en Ae 
spot. One Hassan Bairaodar, of the 21st Oda, 
who had commicted gneat ravages in the Jewish 
quarter, resisting the patrol, was didt by them; 
his body (like that of the Patriai«h) was delivered 
to certain Jews to drag down and throw into the 
fliea. He was found possessed of one hundred and 
fifty thousand pastres in gold, and six valuable 
shawls. Other similar instances are on record, 
and upon the whole, about two hundred Turks are 
iwipposed to have suffered by this vi<dent re-action 
of justice. 

It only remains for me to add, that since that 
moment, no such horrors as those which I have 
mentioned without attempting to describe, have 
recurred. Constantinople was restored, by a angle 
effi>rt, frcda a oonditbn of seeming anarchy, to its 
usual lethar^c repose; and Turics, Jews, and 
Chiistians, returned to their former occupations, 
whidi iacTB never since been interrupted. 

Even the Government appears to have laid aside 
its character, when it disarmed the ferocity of its 
tsubjects: murders of eith» description ceased at 
the same period; nor is there reoorded, dimng the 
last fourteen months, one single instance of what is 
called execution. 

One conclusion we can hardly ful to derive frooi 
this coincidence^^^tliat the Porte possessed at any 
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mraieiiety the panrer cf tnuiqpiHfaHig die capilily 

but that it pursued^ up to the period in quesdon^ 
the mkragB paiky ot dimJHMihiPg by every siectns 
the inunbeiB and ocxnaequeiiee of iu Christiaii Mb* 
Jeets; when k dtaoovered, at lu^ the absurdity of 
diat potteyy it aneafeed in an imtant both the eo- 
fpnm of destruetioa* Vor the objects ot penecup 
tion axe not yet perfectly eshausled; the moat 
ivcalthy, it is true^ and the most noble, have 
fiUen; but tfasM exist still .some fragments of 
disdj^uiBbed families^ aome merdbaots, some 
widows, and some orfdiass, who by dieir riches, 
nobility^ and innooenoe, have merited, like thdr 
fioends and their &tbers» the sabre and the bow« 
atnng. 

The natural questica here suggests itself,*— tf 
the Tudkidi Goyemment be as. brutal, and the peo- 
ple as uninqiixyveaUe as they are usually described, 
wnuU mot the Christian powers be justified in vio- 
lently sdiering the soil of Europe from the weight 
4xf ao much wickedness, and so much misery ? The 
&vDurite pcojeot of driving the Tuika into Asians 
^bea it not become almost a disty to humanityi' 
4irod &rbtd that I should advocate such suqrictons 
phihaithnoiiy ; three mittbns of human beings ace 
not to be deMberately pillaged and esqpatriated far 
any crimes of their Government, ignorant though 
they be, and infidd; every principle of justice 
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combats such a deisigD, and every prindple of re- 
ligion. 

' Besides this, it is well known that the Mussul* 
man part of the population is subject to no species 
of general oppression: the habitual severity of the 
Government is exhausted on the Rajahs.* To 
fescue from the injustice of the Porte its Ckristidn 
subjeots is,' indeed, a scheme consonant with every vir- 
tuous wish, but of a nature somewhat too chivalrous 
for this diplomatic age : its entire accomplishment is, 
in fact, nearly impracticable ; for there are Arme- 
nians, Bulgarians, and others, so incorporated with 
the empire, as to make it difficult to Uear them 
asunder. But the emancipation of the larger and 
more active portion of the Christian inhabitants 
will be eventually effected by the success of the 
Greek Revolution. The actual insurgents are, 
indeed, not very numerous; but a rapid emigration 
-of Greeks from all parts of Turkey into thdr own 
proper ^ Hellas, would assuredly follow the ackhow:- 
ledgmient of the independence of Greiece ; while 
the condition of those who reniained would recdve 
from the fears of the Porte much probable ameli- 
oratibn. Turkey, indeed, would thus be still fur- 
ther debilitated,— but Turkey has already displayed 
such wretched decrepitude, that she can ^scarcely 
be considered as retaining any place among the 
effident powers of Europe ; ' useless, absolutely; 



A VISIT TO GBE15CE. 26 

e:x:cept as far as she occupies certain provinces 
which Russia might occupy, she is for that reason 
tolerated, and exists only by sufferance *. 

* Averse from any violent expulsion or sabversion of the 
Ottoman throne^ I really do not consider that we are bound to 
treat it with the same ceremonyj or even the same strict atten- 
tion to justice^ which we should exercise towards a civilized 
government!' The misery to which the provinces of Wallachia 
and Moldavia are reduced by Tuikish protection^ is perhaps 
unpaiaUeled in apy part of the world j and I have been some- 
times inclined to believe that this evil might be most easily 
diminished. Transfer the protection of t/iose provinces to 
Austria, — ^to that power which is improving with such industry 
the contiguous provinces of Hungary and Transylvania^ — to 
that Government whose pretcUce is tyrannical only, in Italy. 
Or if the Caa should growl at such a disposition, a part of Mol- 
davia might be added to the frontiers of his empire. This 
arrangement would produce, I doubt not, a vast diminution of 
human wretchedness. But I acknowledge and lament the inuti- 
lity of political speculation, and I sigh over the hopelessness of 
any project whose only foundation is humanity. 
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♦ Psard, December. 

I KNOW not how to describe the feeling with which 
you sally forth from the atndts of despotisiii into 
the dear and open waters of liberty. Behind yon 
are the confined and castellated Bardenelles ; b&. 
fore you the dark blue sea, which is once again 
f Egean. Behind you vx» all the miseries which 
Attend on ignonnce and idairery; be&ire you (far 
enthusiasm can ever beHeve wl»t it wishes) are 

* Writing from a place called ^»^m, (Psari^) with the name 
."Va^iawf, Vm^mw, (Psarian* Psarians^) continually ringing in 
my ears^ I found it very difficult to call the island Ypsara, and 
the people Yps&riotes. Nor is there any reason why the cor- 
rect orthography should be sacrificed to a practice which is only 
incipient, and establinfaed only by newspapers. But, alas! if 
the city has been already destroyed, and its intelligent inha- 
bitants murdered or expatriated, it is of very little import under 
what name they shall receive the compassion of posterity. 

t It was one of the first and most politic arts of reviving li- 
berty to include the very langn^rge in her scheme of regeneration. 
The names of Raman and Rajah, associated by ages of op- 
pression, are now alike disclaimed both by government and 
people; happy to be able to re-assert their long-forgotten 
claims to the name of Hellenes, and happier still, if the cha- 
racter of the hero could be assumed as easily as the title. 
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JmuMir, mod patriotiflBi, and Tirtue, and iadqpend- 
enocu Behind you is the lair of die sullen Huseul- 
man, and before are the dwd&g«{daoes of Free- 
men and Cfariirtians. So sudden atransition from the 
notsomoiess of diat pdBtieal dungeim iito this keen 
and boistefous air of freedom u produettTe of ex- 
ultation at <mce raptunnis and virtuous; and I 
fittk envy tbe seMdi insenribility of that man who 
oould pass, widiout prayero and prqudioes, from so 
dreaij « gulf of darkness into a region so full of 
^ light and hope. 

The first object whidi attracts attentkm on your 
approach to this little idUuid is a tel^raph. No- 
4iung move is required to prove that you are beyond 
iht bamers of Tuikey^ and have readied the 
outm^orks of liberty. The north-east and eastern 
sides of the rock present precipioes apparently 
in^regnaUe and entirely unfortified; and it is 
not till you have sailed ro«md to the south-east 
and soudi, that you perceive the Oredc bsumer 
fioating mi the mountain-tops. A few smaH 
batteries are to be seen commanding the landing- 
places on tills shore, but situated in general 
much too high to be dangerous to ships of war 
attackiog the city. 

* The White Sea is a name generally applied in tbe JLiem&t 
io the beautiful figean, aa contrasted with the gtiMHniiieBs of 
tbow Tuzco-Rusftian waves which loarto the noithwaid «f tho 
Bosphoras. 
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Though all vessels direct from Constantinople 
are subject to a short quarantine here, (as in all the 
principal independent islands of the Archipelago,) 
I was allowed tb land, with certidii precautions, 
and pay my respects to the primates. I found 
them assembled, seven or eight in number, in a 
small, dark, dirty chamber, to which I ascended 
by a mere ladder. These zealous republicans were 
seated round the room on carpets, in the^ Turkish 
fashion, cross-legged, smoking and turbaned^ and 
in their first advances to conversation, there was 
some affection of Turkisli dignity'; but it was 
not long before they betrayed the most entire con- 
fidence in their own resources with an utter con- 
tempt for their enemy. " Your batteries are not 
too powerful.'' " Sono buone contr' i Turchi.'' 
"How do you live on this rock.?" "-f-Asia sup- 
plies us with provisions.'' ^' Do you hear of any 
assistance from Europe?" "Fci* three years we 
have fought without European assistance, and we 
can continue' as we have begun." "For the loan 

♦ This adoption of Turkish manners is very much too 
common among the leaders of the Revolution^ whether priests, 
primates, ' or capitani, in every part of Greece ; and the 
par^e of orientalism is so much to the taste of the people, 
that fifty years of independence will scarcely suffice for its 
extinction. 

t The active hostility of the Psarians, and their continual 
descents on the coast of Asia, have ever excited the peculiar 
indignation of the enemy. 



A VISIT TO GREECE. S9 

which you expect from England, what rate of 
interest shall you probably pay ?^ " We care 
not about interest or any other conditions, as long 
as we can once get possession of the dollars.^ ^^ It 
is reported, that next summer the Grand Viader 
in person is coming out against you.*^ ^' If 
Sultan Kass^pi himself should come, we have a 
burlotta for him also.'' And when it was men- 
tioned, that the Capudan Pasha had been received 
with honours on his return from the last fruitless 
campaign, they did not attempt to extinguish the 
laughter in which they vented thar oont^npt and 
astonishment. 

Their famous burlottiere Canaris was then sent 
for, purposely to give me the opportunity of seeing 
so distinguished a patriot ; nor was I sorry to be 
thus introduced to that celebrated .Turcophage. 
His countenance struck me as extremely different 
from that of any Greek I had ever beheld. His 
eyes expressed not the usual mixture of shrewdness 
and vivacity ; but rather betrayed a certain wild- 
ness and enthusiasm, which defect (if in a Grecian 
and a warrior it be a defect) was sufficiently cor- 
rected by the grave and m^nly resolution which 
was represented in his lower features, while the 
whole was distinguished by that air of calm- 
ness and composure which so seldom marks the 
physiognomy of an oriental Christian. He was 
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obviottdy tMi^Mfad by nature to coimiiaiMl 
* eounUytDeii. 

They reckon their popuktion at six or seven* 
and-twenty thousaad, including refiigeoft; and being 
themselves dtmost entirely saibrs, and tharefore 
frequently absent from home, they retain in their 
servke^ {or the protection of the island, a corps of 
about twelve hundred Albanians, whose imitation 
of European tactics seems confined to the drum 
whidl precedes their irregular march. 

Most of the ships of war are at home laid up for 
the winter, and of the three squadrons which are 
at sea, two are engaged against a Grecian eoemj. 
Tncheri and Volo hare lately accepted the Turk- 
ish anmesty, and the Psarians have in consequence 
establidbied the blockade of the Gulf. <^ Hellenes, 
(they say,) who are faithless to the cause, are the 
most dangerous of our enemies.'" The Samians 
too, some months ago, refused to accept a Psarian 
governor or Eparch, appointed by the central go- 
vemm^t. The Psarians immediately blockaded 
the ports of Samos, and thus prevented those in- 
"Cursions into Asia, which had proved so distressing 
to the common enemy. This affair, however, is 

* This might \>e fancy^ but it is an exact description of the 
effect produced on me by the appearance of a person who was 
not then nearly so eminent as he is said to have been rendered 
by his subseqnent exploits. 
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now (thcf mmm me) en tks pouil of tanttnatioii * . 
Anolher small squadnm aanste the troops of Ulysses 
IB the Uockade of Negropoot. 

The Pksrums are geouiBe Greeki^ with no inteiv 
imxture of blood, Tm^lddi or AUMmMm. They 
have MtluBg in ^ppeanmoa or character which is 
not truly naTirmal. Ingemousy kqnadoiu^ livdy 
to excess, actire, enterprisii^y vapou r ing^ and dkh 
putatious, they form a marvellous contrast with the 
solemn Mussulman whom I have just left indo- 
lently swaggering about the streets of Constantino- 
ple. And, I may add, that I have never seen a 
population more abundant in beauty and intelli- 
gence of countenance than that of Psara^f*. 

Samos contains about forty thousand inhabitants; 
and she can muster, on the slightest rumom- of dan- 
ger, six thousand Pdec&ri, {TlaKviKipi,) oryoung war- 
riors, for her defence. These men are in no wav 
drilled or disciplined ; but they are extremely well 
armed, and practised in irregular warfare by per- 
petual incursions into the opposite continent. The 
constant success of these incursions, as well as the 
repulse of the Turkish attack in July, 1821, has 

* And suchj happily^ was the fact. Indeed, I have been 
assured, that the blockade of Samos was already raised when I 
was at Psara. 

t This city now presents little else than a deserted mass of 
ruins, and the greatest part of its female population is believed 
to have perished with it. 
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inspired the Samianswith the most unreasonable 
confidence. ^< What need have we (said they, in 
their late dispute with the Psaiians) of Hydriotes, 
or Psarians, or Spezziotes, to asmst us in our 
struggle against the Turkish empire?^ Confidence 
is sometunes courage; and if mere words can ever' 
deserve a place in histcny, the dauntless reply of 
the Samians may look for immortality. 
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IV. 

Syraf December^ 1828. 

In my way hither fioln Psarit, I was driven by 
contrary winds into the admirable port of Sk]rros. 
That wretched rock is also independent; and its 
strength and its nakedness may very long preserve 
it so. It appears, however, at present, to be a 
kind of appendage to PsarJU The Eporch is a 
Psariim, and the two deputies which it sends to the 
Congress are chosen by Psarian influence. It is 
*said to contain about six himdred families, and to 
produce, on a spot of fertile ground adjoining the 
town, both com and wine suffident for their sub- 
sbtence. The inhabitants are unusually dark, but 
extremely handsome, and, in this respect at least, 
are not unworthy of their heroic ancestors. 

Nature has not done very much more for Syra 
than for Skyros, but circumstances have made it 
for the moment the scene of some commerdal ac- 
tivity. The place contains nearly five thousand 
inhabitants, who are all -f-catholics^ either descend- 

* I much doalit whether it contain half that numher. * 
t There may perhaps be fifty persons of the Greek faith in the 
whole uriaad. 

D 
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ants from the Venetians, or thar oonyerts, for the 
language of the oountry is still Greek. Now, whe- 
ther from the hatred which every apostate feeb for 
the faith which he has abandoned, or from inhe- 
ritance of the rancour formerly subsisting between 
the two 4!hurche8) or from both causes united, there 
are no bounds to the detestation in which a catholic 
Criiee^ hdlds an ortibodox Greek. It is th«refore 
tjbat the ioirm» fanvei takw no share i& the inaurw 
iMtioB) but have 0ver depreoited and deprecate 
iUsuooess. 

Fortunately) these sdtt«inatics.ar» not numerous* 
At Telios and Ntxia, wb«re their fiiroe is lathcr 
ooiKaderable, they form at last the asinority of the 
populatipa; so that thty hare not been able to pre* 
vent the revolt of those idands, but have followed, 
with some struggle«» the stream of independmce. 
But Syro, where all is ealhoHc^ oould never be 
'p€rm9d$A to hoist the national standard* The 
TurUafa government was struck with the fidelity of 
this affectionate isUmd^ aiid> though it it rich and 
defenceless^ they have not yet sent out an arma- 
ment to destroy it*i they have even deviated, in 

* Syra U in faoi alpiovt as guilty aa Scio» Both islands w^nt 
aojious to pieserve their allegiance to the Porte^ nor could 
p«rsoasion or etampte seduce either into rebellion. Both^ at 
last^ were forced into compliance. The distinction is this : a 
distinction, too nice, I fear^ fbr the discrimination of Turkish 
jttstice. The fkioiB, with the aid of the Todcish garrison^ might 
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iU £rrour, fixNooi their usual poligr* imd aUaw to it 
duduiiTel J A duwct trade with CoaatazitiBc^lo. 
Thus, ail FiaaJ^ venels fimn Turkish parts bguad 
far the Archipriago dear oui IqrSyza; aud puSh 
gaaia^ are eytablishad th«i« to Moeitw ihc^aqfoasp 
which ave seidan any tbiiB^ but oarnu The har* 
ixnur agaia is iUed irith small schoonegs, saookva^ 
and mystics, (chiefly Hydriote,) which distribute 
those cargoes with very lilidt increase of priee *, 
vhererer they iziay be lequiiiad* The Turks have 
zaade zio atteiapt to cruih this Jiitle internal oonw 
nM > r o fv so norriwiarv tat t^ CKistenceof their isbels* 
nor indeed have they the means to crush it It is 
scarcelv ausDended even in the iwiroiff^^fltf DDSseiiBe 
of the Cspadan Fasba. 

There are about twenty-five mexuhantmsii uo^ 
der the A^Ty^rw ? or T fv i ifl ii £Lblb at this uvnnant in 
port, and there may besides.be ibnee^or four F^esmsk 
or.&ussians* 



bave iq^lieS4he iSamiMHj ivil»o4Mmied4he»«iift»iiiMiiNipUaB.. 
Tbe S^iole^fliaviQ^iio Tuik in their j»lao4» wrejRlMC^tefy at 
the mercy of Hydia. Should this wxetched warfare coQtijiua 
inuch longer, we may not improbably witness the destruction 
ofSyra. 

.* It my bexenmked as one pnof-ocf thfcf l i i tdntBmmMt tmo^ 
^aaionedby the RevcHmion, that the Golfs of NapoliJtod Vplo, 
whence yast qnantities of com were formerly exported for Con- 
atantinople> new leceive considerable sx^pUes of that article 
from Alexandria ox Odessa ^ nor m thow ai|gr thhig but money to 
offer in eKchaage* 

D S 
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Suppose not that the Greek government allowed 
this island to reap without disturbance the rewards 
of so profitablea neutrality. Fidelitv to the Porte 
was treachery to Gkrece, and ihe appearance of two 
or three Hydriote brigs of war was sufficient to . 
estaUish the independent flag, and secure the ad- 
mis^on of Grecian officers to the administration of - 
Syra. 

In April last, acontribution of about flflty thousand 
piastiies, (a thousand pounds,) a sum perfectly pro- 
portionate to those levied on the other islands, was 
demanded of Syra. Some difficulties were raised ; 
but th^ presence of a few ships, with Admiral 
MeouU, immediately removed them. The poor 
Syriotes complain that they are thus subject to a 
double tribute. Legitimacy costs them some few 
thousand piastres a year, punctually paid into the 
treasury by an agent at Constantinople. Liberty 
is rather more expensive ; and they pray, in their 
desperation, that, if Providence should refuse to 
restore them to the first of blessings, the domina- 
tion of the Turk, it will grant them at least the 
indulgence of French * protection. In their insen- 
sate flight from Hellenic independence,* they care not 
how insecure the post which becomes their refuge. 

Every constitutional Greek will tell you, that the 

* The French claim (I know not with what justice) a right 
of piotection towards the catholic subjects of the Porte^ much 
resembling that once exercised by Russia towards the Greeks. 
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sale of prisoners is forbidden by the ^^ Law of Epi- 
dnums.^ Every day I pass a oottage, occupied by 
four or five Turkish slaves, so notoriously for sale, 
that the prices of each have be^ commimicated to 
me. ' All are females, and one of them a girl of 
great personal attractions, and a distinguished 
Moraite family. I have seen her frequently, with 
little compassion ; for I cannot discover in her fea- 
tures or gestures one single trait of oiekncholy. 
Gay, noisy, and obstreperous, she is either de- 
praved or insensible*. 

' The neighbouring island of Tenos has severely 
sufiered by a visitation of the plague ; for Turkey 
can destroy with her pestilence, wh^e her arms 
have failed to penetrate. That evil has at last 
passed away; and the quarantine system, however 
imperfect, which is already established in the va- 
rious parts of Greece, may go far to prevoit its 
recurrence. 

This island was among the first to declare its 
independence, and though entirely unprovided with 
navy, or other means of defence, it has not yet 
sustained any attack from the enemy. A few 
months ago, while Hursref the Capudan Fajsha was 

• It is generally true»ihat the I'urkish women, who have had 
the misfortune to fall alive into the hands of the Greeks^ have 
become reconciled to their fate with extreme facility. There 
are even instances, though rare, of those' who htuve preferred 
the adoption of Christian manners to a return to the land an4 
habits of Islamism. 
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naSkig with hig Aumcroas fleet doie aloiig the cefttl^ 
whidi ii AcoeaeiUe and unprotected by cannon, a 
few* insurgents, posted among the rodks, fired some 
musket-shots (in insult, rather than in malioe) at 
the passing frigates. The sailors demanded per- 
mission to land on the isfamd and destroy it; but 
the Capudan Pasha is behered merely to have an- 
swered, ** They are d^ldren; leave themtotheir 
amusem€%ffs.^ 

He sailed away ; and presenting himself before 
various other islands, Naxia, Santoria, Patos, Pat- 
moB, ^c.9 aB. equally guilty, and all equally de- 
f^eeless, he committed no act of violence or 
ehastisemeht ; but accepting some nominal tribute 
of bread or fruit, he left them in security, to rebel 
again. 

It would appear that, during the last campaign, 
the Porte has detennined to try the temporissing 
and merciful system ; for a Turk is generrily capa- 
ble of mercy, when he befieves it to form a part of 
his policy. But the Greeks are too well acquainted 
with the character of their enemy to be ever coaxed 
or cajoled into submission. Nothing but brutal 
downright force, nothing but a succession of vi&. 
tones obtained at Hydra, Psard, Napoli, Tripo- 
lizza, in the very centre and focus of Revolution, 
will ever reduce to a second slavery the broken 
remnant ci the insurgents. 
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V. 

AikmBf January^ IftM. - 

IvDBFEVBXVT Greece is distinguished by five 
grand divisions. Eastern and Western Hellas, the 
Islands, the Pdoponnesus, and Crete. Eastern 
Hellas, whose condition I shall now describe, will 
be considered by some persons as the most inte- 
resting province of Greece, inasmuch as Athens is 
its capital; for, however deformed and lacerated^ 
however scarred with the sabre and the fire-brand, 
however steeped in tears and in blood, Athens is 
again a Grecian dty, and again the capital of a 
Grecian province^ If I could unclose the gates of 
ftiturity, and contemplate this immortal daughter 
of antiquity, such as she may be and will be, when 
the season of her regeneration shall be accom- 
plished, and she shall have purged away the foul 
impurities of slavery, — ^glorious, and virtuous, and 
beautiful, as in her days of youthful splendour,— 
how eagerly would I tear from my memory the 
picture of what she is, and close the cold and me- 
lancholy volume of truth. 

But if our prayers have hitherto been imper- 
fectly accorded, for the foot of destiny can seldom 
keep pace with the impati^ce of human wishes. 
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let us at least not be ungrateful for the change 
which has already been granted to them. The 
first great step has been accomplished: Athens was 
under the despotism of a Turk; she is under the 
despotism of a Greek: she had a Mahometan, she 
has a Christian, goTemment: the doors of improve- 
ment and civilization are thus thrown open, and 
the path is broad, and easy of discovery. 

This province comprehends several of the places 
most interesting to our classical recollections. At- 
tica, BoeQtia, Doris, Fhods, Locus, with thar 
conse<a:ated . ^iountains and groves; and extending 
to the npBth as far as the passes of Thermopylss, 
it includes on the east the island of Euboea. The 
only cities which it contains of any importance are 
Athens, Thebes, Livadia, and Sdlona. The two 
principal towns of Euboea, N^ix>pont and Carysto, 
are still in the possession of the Turks; and^ in 
fact, the whole of that important island still re- 
mains imder its former government. Indeed, the 
peasants of Negropont have suffered at least as 
much from their Hellenic liberators as from their 
Ottoman masters. Capitan Diamanti, at the head 
of some hundred followers, chiefly fugitives from 
the environs of Mount Olympus, has for some time 
lived at free quarters on the villages toward the 
north of the island; while the motley soldiers of 
Odysseus, in their fora^ng excursions along the 
westerQ coast, distinguish not very scrupulously 
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between the property of a Mussulman and a Chris- 
tian shepherd. And it should be added, that the 
present Pasha of Negropont, Omer, late Bey of 
Carysto, is a man of great courage and conduct, 
and, in some successful contests with his insur- 
gent subjects, has never merited the charge of 
inhumanity. ' 

Thebes, at the b^;inniiig of the Revolution, con- 
tained about four thousand inhabitants; it is now 
aitirely destroyed, and its fate seems attributable 
rather to its unfortunate situation, than to any dis- 
tinguished effort in the assertion of independence; 
fm: every. Turkish force, whether proceeding from 
Albania or Thessaly, whether intended against At- 
tica or the Morea, directed its march through that 
ill-fated dty. Omer Brioni, in his way to relieve 
the Acn^lis, in August, 18S1, began the work 
of demolition; and the little which escaped from 
the hands of the Turk, sufficed to excite the jea- 
lousy of the Greek inhabitants of the isthmus. 
These sturdy mountaineers dreaded the vidhity of 
aplace still possessmg, as they beheved, resources 
sufficient to invite the residence of the enemy; and 
proceeded to destroy the innocent cause of this pos- 
sible evil. The Thebans beheld their habitations 
levelled by the arms of their brethren, and fled for 
refuge to Attica or the Morea. 

The country of Boeotia has not been more for- 
tunate than its capital; exposed by its vicinity and 
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«My aocesft to iiicui«ioii8 of the Turks fiom No- 
gropont, it has been gradually and almost entir^ 
desated* 

The fate of ^LivadlA may be desmbed nearly 
in the same Words as that of Thebes; the first 
sufferings ct both were contemporaneous, and in« 
flicted by the same hand. The streets being nar« 
row, and the houses baih principaUy o{ wood, the 
flames which the Pasha had kindled, aided by a 
tremendous storm, q^read rapidly and effectually. 
On his return to Albania in the autumn, he left a 
garrison to secure the remains of the city; and this 
was soon afterwitrds attaoked by Odysseus, who had 
retired during the passage of the Padia into, the 
caves of Parnassus. The attack was destructiye to 
the garrison, but completed, at the same time, the 
ruin of the city; and its inhabitants bare generally 
sought the same refuge which has been granted to 
their fdlow-sufferers of Boeoda. 

Siloiia was the scene of one of the first attempts 
made by the insurgents to introduce into their coun- 
try some' kind of gdyerament and discipline. In 
the Autumn of 1821, while Western Ghreeoe was 
receiving the seeds of organisation from the ra^ 
tional patriotism of Maurooordato, Theodore fNe* 

* This city contained from ten to twelve tbovtftnd inhabit" 
antfl, I belieyej entirely Greeki. 

t Mr. Blaquiere and Colonel Stanhope appear to have formed 
diiforent opiikionfl tetpecting the chtrftcter of this penon. The 
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gris was diluting a oongresfl of the priiicdpal inluu 
Utanto a£ Eastern Greece^ coUectod for the same 
purpose at S^ona. These local oonstitutioiis vef« 
in geneMl absorbed by the <* Law of Epidaiirus," 
"vdiich was published a few months afterwards ; the 
Areopagus, indeed, whose revival and inodemiaa^ 
tion is due to the ingenuity of the politicians of 
SAlona, continued to Hnger about a year longer, 
and was not finally extinguished till the congress of 
Astros^ 

The same eircumstance ^diich has proved fittal to 
Thebes and Livadia, has led to the comparative 
impunity of S^ona, — ^that of situation. A little 
removed from the direct line of the Turkish armies, 
it has * suffered less severely, though far more emi- 

fonner(p. Sll,) speaks of the intrigues of a wretched adven- 
tarernamed Negris." The latter (p, 181,) 8ay«,**Thi« Neg^ris 
U perimpi the dererett fellow in Greece. He ii a rugfod 
stalecman out of place, aud profeues to be a republican," 
And again J (p% 197,) " Monsieur Negris, vtho is the ablest man 
in Greece, and professes wise principles of government," Sfe. 
Theodore Negris was proceeding through the Archipelago, to 
an the place of Chai^i d'Aflfoties of the Tntkish goremnent at 
Paris, when he first learnt the news of the revolt of the Greeks; 
he immediately changed his destination, and proceeded to Hy- 
, dra. Since that period, he has distinguished himself by hit 
restless and intriguing spirit, and is now considered (how justly 
I know not) the moat unpopular man in Greece. 

* It appears that 8&lona was in possession of the Turks for 
a short period at the end of October, 1692 ; but, as the grMiter 
part is Miilt of fltone, it eeeaped material injury. In the au-i 
tumn of 18S8, it was protected by NiketM. 
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nent in guilt, from the effects of that ineguliur jus- 
tice, which is directed by convenience ahnost as 
often as by avarice. 

The country about S^ona> more productive of 
olives than * com, has been in a continual state of 
cultivation, and the crops last season proved very 
productive. I have heard the population of the 
town and district estimated at from fifteen to twenty 
thousand souls. 

Tdlanda, situated on a little island in the Euri- 
pus, not very far from Thermopylte, is indebted 
probably to its insular situation for its safety ; it 
may contain three or four thousand inhabitants. 

The passes of Thermopylae are not defended, 
nor is any part of the country to the north of thfem 
in a state of insurrection. During the last autumn, 
Volo, a town of some importance, situated near the 
foot of Mount Pelion, accepted, in a moment of 
weakness or credulity, the amnesty of the sultan. 
The amnesty, I need not add, was immediately 
violated ; but the Turks appear to have occupied 
the place in such numbers, that it may prove dif- 

* Salona was lately obli^d^ for a very timely supply of com^ 
to the poverty of its enemy. Yussoof^ Pasha of the castles of 
the Moiea^ had received a laiig^ quantity of com from European 
merchants^ for which he had given bills on his government. 
The Sublime Porte dishonoured his bills; the merchants be- 
came clamorous ; their outcries were increased by the mur« 
murs of his unpaid soldiers ; and the Pasba was at last obliged 
to sell the com to the lebels of S&lona. 
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ficult for the inhabitants to recover their inde- 
pendence. 

Such then is the miserable condition of the greater 
part of Eastern Greece ; devastated, depopidated, 
and as open to the occupation of the enemy, as in 
the first hour of insurrection, it possesses little other 
protection than its own absolute misery and worth- 



Of Attica, I have yet said nothing; for of At- 
tica it is impossible to say Uttle. Let me hope then 
for pardon and patience, if, by a slight deviation 
fiom my present plan, I trace her steps with s<Hne 
accuracy through the crooked paths of Revolution, 
and engage in some details which the attractiveness 
of the subject may, perhaps, vindicate from tedi- 
ousness. 
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VI. 

Athens, February y 1824. 

1821 lnj the month of April, 1821, about the period at 
Easter^ that ominous periodi when the Pfttriaich 
Qregpty ooneecrated, by his monstrous Site, the 
cause of his oountrj ; nearly at this epoch in tibe 
histoiy, not at the Revolution, but of die irorld, 
the * walls of Athens were scaled by the insurgmts, 
and her streets filled with the victorious shout, 
^ Xfi(mt ftv(<rf*H,— -Christ is risen ftom the dead T 
for such was the watchword chosen to sanctify an 
act to which patriotism was conducted by religion, 
and which was less properly Insurrection than 
Resurrection. 

At the first sound of discord in the Morea, the 
peasants of Attic% headed by the Cassiotes, a brave 
and hardy, and almost gigantic race, inhabiting 
the mountains toward Phylse, assembled in great 
numbers in the villages at the foot of Mount Pen- 
telicus, where they were speedily joined by a body 
of Salaminians. The Turks confined themselves to 
the walls of the city ; and little dreading the open 

* The regular blockade of the Acropolis was not established 
tin May 7. 
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uXtftck of tax eneoiy^ x^hich had, for the most pftrt^ 1881 
no better weapons than clubs or lances> or various 
instruments of agriculture^ they still thought it 
prud^t to take some little |»reoaution at night 
For this puqxwe, (shaU t be believed ?) they posted 
Oreeks upon various parts of the walls^/irith orders 
to inform them» should the rebels approach ; while 
themselves reposed in stupid security round the 
fires which they had lighted within the gates. 
These Greeks entered, of course, into immediate 
communication with their brethren without; and it 
was agreed that they should signify the favourable 
m<»nettt for assault, by changing the word giv^i 
them by the Turks, and vociferating in its stead, 
** *EXaT6* Koiii^ovvroLi — ^Come, they sleep P This sig- 
nal is believed to have be^i vezy frequently re- 
peated before it was obeyed. At last, a shcxrt time 
before sunrise, the guards at the gates were rudely 
awakened, and, after a very feeble defence, in 
which twelve or fifteen men fell on each side» 
the Turks retired to the Acropolis, whither they 
had already withdrawn their families ; and the city 
of Athens became once more the city of the 
Athenians^ 

But the more difficult operation was still to be 
accomplished ; the citadel, though indifferently for** 
tified and assailable firom three sides, was still 
powerful against so resourceless an enemy. A 
blockade* however* was isuaediAt«ly 
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1881 and the subaequent arrival in the Peira^us of a 
vessel from HoUand, with arms, enabled the insur- 
gents to assume a more respectable appearance. 
They idso procured one or two small pieces of 
artillery which they planted oa the hill of Philo- 
pappas (the ancient Museum,) and occasionally 
discharged, with singular absence of skill and effi« 
cacy*. 

* Some icenef took place during this period of the siege 
which would be absolutely ludicrous^ were they not connected 
with so many serious feelings and considerations. I will 
barely describe one which is most commonly related by the 
parties in it^ or the spectators. One day the Athenians having 
received some reinforcements from the island of Zea, were 
anxious to make a demonstration of their force for the utter 
intimidation of the enemy; and selecting the most natural 
method to effect this purpose, they decided in marching in long 
Panathenaic procession round the walls of the city. To make 
the spectacle more imposing, they called in the husbandmen 
from the vineyards, and for the aggrandizement of their cavalry, 
they pressed every quadruped in Attica which was capable of sup- 
porting the weight of man . The procession at length set out, and 
moved on for some time in great festivity and triumph ; and the 
Turks collected on the fortress- walls, observed the incomprehen- 
sible scene in anxiety not unmixed with terror. At last, by the 
malice of Fortune, the pomp took such a direction as to pre- 
sent itself diiectly before the mouth of one of the guns of tha 
fortress; and the Mussulman, by a singular deviation from his 
usual principle of warfare, chose that precise moment to dischaige 
the gun. The ball executed its errand, and carried off the head 
of a Hydriote. Thunderstruck by so unexpected and unprece- 
dented an occurrence, the whole procession, man and beast, 
« disperaed at the instant; and while some took refuge in the 
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A wall of some thickness encloses and unites to 1881 
the citadel a considerable area, extending beneath ~" 
the southern wall of the Acropolis, from the 
Odeum of Pericles to the Theatre of Bacchus, and 
containing a well of indifferent water. This was 
the only spring then known to exist in the fortress, 
and the principal attention of the Greeks was 
therefore directed to the destruction of the fortifi* 
cation which covered it. For this purpose they 
exerted themselves with some patience to dig a mine, 
which they actually carried as far as the wall ; but 
here theb courage, or their perseverance, failed ; to 
carry on the mine throu^, or underneath the wall, 
was pronounced hopeless and impracticable. How- 
ever, that their labour might not be entirdy lost, 
they determined to spring it, such as it was. In 
the mean time, the rumour of such an intention 
had spread terror throughout the dty; some be- 
lieved that thdr houses would be overthrown as by 
an earthquake ; others feared lest the soKd rock of 
the citadel should be torn from its foundation and 
hurled down upon them ; and many, I have been 
assured, for greater chance of security, sought a 
temporary refuge in the neighbouring villages. 
After much preparation, the train at length was 

olive gtoyea, others fled for security to the rocks and caves of 
Hymettus. 

If the Tuiks had taken any advantage of this panic> they 
might have recovered tempoxary possession of Athens. 

£ 
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IN) lighUdt atid tht esplodoii, as taUlig jj^bm dearly 
*" irilbout the wall, proved equaUy ionoxioin to Tu]4^ 
and Athenian. 

The Turks had taken up with them many 
hoxaest and ertD aaaaB, fin* which ihey fnoaa fi>uiid a 
gnat Want of Bubwtenoe, while they obeenred the 
Oreeka reaping a jdmtiful hanrest on ground which 
they had been ever aocuatomed to consider as their 
9Wll» and which waa * still lying under the very 
mouths of their cannon. Determined to secure to 
theknselyes at least sane share of its pit)duoe) they 
made a sdly in great force, and even accompanied 
by many of their women, not armed, indeed, or 
intended to assist in the contest, but fbr the pm% 
pose of carrying up into the citadel the expected 
booty. This movement was made very early in the 
morning, and being quite unexpected, met at first 
with no resistance ; but the Athenians soon rallied, 
and collecting in fiirce, attacked the forag^isi with 
^courage and success : they retired precipitately into 
the citadel, leaving behind them about twenty men 
killed, besides five women, negresses, who were 
taken and immediately put to death. Their heads^ 
together with those of the Turks who fell in the 

* In March last, I left a very promising crop of com growing 
between the Acropolis and the Museumi find on the sides and 
summit of the latter hill. The open space within the north and 
yre^t walls of the town was also sown with w)iest» and tiie 
Temple o( Tl)99ens now stands m a corn-field* 
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action^ wen exposed In a public plikse to tjbe /curi- 1(91 
omty of the conquerors^ aceopdiiig to the cu9tom <yf '^' 
liieEaBt. 

Not long after this sucoesa, it was aspertfOSiod; 
that Omer Brioni, Fasha of Yjgaina» w^ (m Im 
march bam Albania with S9¥eral . thoufifind H^^Pt 
directed against Ath<os»i and W|s alr^y far $(i* 
vaaeed. What resolution w«^e its guilty j^nhabi- 
tants to adcqpt ! To defend the Weak and extensiva 
walls of the town, while the eitadd whidi con»« 
manded it was still in the enMty's possession, w|y» 
an attempt promising little hope of presiarvation : 
to open their gates, to re»gn that armSf and aban- 
don themselves to the clemaicy of the eonqtiei)Or» 
was only to take a shorter road to desti^oticsi^ In 
this frightful emergency^ the spirit of thdir anoes« 
tors came down to protect them ; and whether it 
was that, through acquaintance with the most 
brilliant period of thdr history, they felt dearous 
to onulate one of Ae actions for which it is most 
eelebrated,--or whethar the same dangers suggested 
to them the same heroic means of presenration»f'r*> 
once more, and with * one consent, they abandoneil 
their houses, and thedr temples, and cdieir , tombi^ 
and sought th^ antique asylum ii^ the island of 
Salamis. 

* A very small number^ chiefly old men and wameQ> if- 
mained behind ; they were of course massacred instantaneously, 
and their bodies left Co rot in tht stfefeste. 

£9 
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1881 * Omer Bridni occupied the solitude they had 
'^ ' left him ; and the three months which he passed 
there were employed in the devastation, of the 
country, and the destruction of a ccmsiderable por- 
tion of the town. It is, perhajis, more fair to 
attribute these excesses to the native Turks, who 
had been infuriated by their blockade in the Acro- 
polis, and by the loss of several of their compa- 
nions, than to the foreigners who had accompanied 
the Pacha. I have even been assured that most of 
the Beys (which oflSccrs form, if I may so express 
myself, the military noblesse of the Turkish em- 
pire) behaved with great modetation, and main- 
tained among their own troops a tolerable degree 
of discipline. Let us, then, direct the weight of 
our execrations on the Pasha, Omer Bridhi, who 
encouraged the soldiers in those frequent excursions 
into the mountains and villages, which they called 
GreekJmnts, and in which they were but too suc- 
cessful; who permitted the victims whom they 
brought back with them,-— aged shepherds, per- 
haps, or Caloyers, or children^ or w(»nen, to be 
butchered in the public places, or before the very 
doors of his own residence ; and who upon one 
occasion, at leasts ordered some of those wretches 
to be impaled, for no other existing reason than to 
oblige the monstrous caprice of the savages who 
had seized them. 

* OotbeShtof Julf. 
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As long as we. condescend to tretat with Turkey 18S1 
as a civilized government, we mu^t judge the acts "* 
of her officers by the laws of civilization ; and 
though I intend not for a moment to question her 
right to punish her rebels, (for call them by what 
name we wiQ, to Turkey they are still rebels^) I 
can find no words to express my horror at that in- 
discriminate vengeance, that confusion of what is, 
with what is not guilty, of what might be, with 
what could not possibly be criminal ; that principle, 
in short, (the only principle on which the Turks 
have ever acted, if they have ever acted even on 
that,) that every Greek is answerable for the offence 
of every other Greek. 

Having consumed all the resources of th*e coun- 
try, Omer Bridni at last retired, leaving the Acro- 
polis well supplied with provisions, and under the 
protection of its former defenders. These men, 
emboldened by frequent and easy successes, ven- 
tured to continue their Greek-hunts, after the 
departure of their companions, but no longer with 
the same impunity. On the 14th of November, a 
large party thus engaged in the groves of Aca- 
demus, and along the banks of the Cephissus, 
perceived some peasants at a distance, whose £y[ght 
encouraged their pursuit ; they were advancing in 
full cry, and had already exceeded the usual limits 
of their excursion, when they suddenly found 
themselves in the presence of a large body of 
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IpSl anned villagers. The order of the chaie was jn- 
staatlj reversed ; in the haunts of the * hare» « 
tiger had at last been roused; and he proved as 
merciless in vengeance as his pursuers had been 
found savage in aggression* About five«nd4weiitj 
Turks were killed on this occasion, and the onlj 
one who was taken alive was instantly impaled on 
the spot. 

The Athenians are very proud of this affiiir, 
and call it the Battle of Calandri, from the name of 
the plain where it took place *f. 

* The Itfknders \rere in fact^ before the Reyolution, known 
to the Turks by no other name than *' the Hares.** 

t Mo|t of the Turks who escaped from this action Tetumed 
to the city tatu cuhtt€$; the importance itarived fiom tboie 
4i|fEified iacumbmneet bad not been coSauUed in the hurry of 
flif hty and g^iaat spoil of broad-cloth is said to have been col- 
lected by the conquerors. 



mmmm 



A VISIT TO a%nct, M 



VIL 

Athens, February^ 1824. 

Thb Athetdans had already begun to look oi|t issi 
£r0Bi their hidiag-places ia Salamis; the «^ faatde "" 
^ Calandii^ decided th^ retuni, and on the 16th 
of November they ire-entered without oppotttaah 
into posaesaion of their shattered habitatioiis. Th^ 
then oMninenced, without any delay^ the seoond 
. si^e of the Acropolis ; and, filled with courage by 
the late advantage, they determined do loi^|er to 
confine th^atiselves to the blockade of an enenay 
whem it had proved so easy to ovoroome in the 
field. They resolved to surprise the citadel, aoid 
th^ mght ef the Mth was fixed upon for that 
pinrpose. 
* The ladders were applied near the soutb-wtit 

* The dssaolj; wits preceded^ as in the days of Nicia^ aiid 
others, by a short harangue ; so short, indeed, and so ung^raced 
triUi Atticimh than we she^uld be apt t^ mistake it for the 
address of some stuidy Enomotarch to his Laconian warriors. 
The words were exactly .these ? 3^ "MM^tfiutktk^ ^ tSymfut f^ 

attd tlM^ msm vatfy iieariy MiillikM thM : ^ V<M bolt-ddgi, you ! 
shall we come oat of this ailiSy nHh a «l«M hM <$r' wHli a Ml 
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1881 extremity of the exterior wall ; the Greeks mounted 
— in silence^ and unobserved; they advancod with 
speed and caution, and had akeady passed the 
Tekay, or Chapel of the Dervishes, and were 
approaching the inner gate (8) which leads imme- 
diately into the Acropolis, when they surprised a 
Turkish sentineU They seiieed him, and made 
him the most solemn [promises of life and reoom- 
pense (for many of them spoke Turkish), on con- 
dition of his silence ; but whether this brave man 
was diffident of Greek sincerity, or whether (and 
both are probable) he preferred the death of a 
soldier and a Mussulman to an act of cowardly and 
impious treachery, he made no other answer to 
thdr solicitations than a loud shout, which an" 
nounced to his countrymen that << the Giaours 
were approaching T He had no time to repeat 
this warning, for he was already hacked in jneoes 
by the attaghans of the enemy; but the Turks 
were alarmed by the tumult thus excited, ahd 
roused themselves just in time to close the gate and 
save the citadel. 

On the other hand, the Greeks kept possession 
of the outworks thus obtained, which were chiefly 
of importance as they included the space (A) oon« 

one?" '^With a clean face, captain> with a clean face!" was 
the enthuaiaatic Tesponse* ... 

• '•'','•1 • ■•' • 

It would exceed the imagination of Phil-heUeaism to eitraet 
ppetry OT pathoa from, thin dialogue t 
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taining the well (b) already mentioned. Other 1821 
attempts were soon afterwards made on the Acro^ 
polls, which, though conducted with some ingenuity 
and a ^^ courage not unfrequently amounting to 
rashness, terminated without exception in the re- 
pulse of the assailants. These affairs cost the 
Athenians about two hundred men ; a loss not in- 
considerable, when compared with the number of 
their soldiers, and not equalled, I will venture to 
say, by that sustained by any otlier Greeks in any 
milifary operation undertaken since the commence- 
ment of the Revolution f* 

The endeavours to effect a breach were not 
more effectual, though one or two guns were 
brought as near to the western wall as the hill of 
the Areopagus. One shot, the only one of which 
the effect is at all remarkable, struck the Archi- 
trave of the Erechtheum, but happily without 
inflicting any material injury. 

The besiegers had also recourse once more to a 
mine, in spite of the previous failure of a similar 

* Some Cephallonians^ about seyenty, are mentioned as 

^having distinguished themselves in these afSetirs; and I have 

been often assured^ that the citizens generally displayed much 

greater intrepidity than the peasants^ probably because they had 

more to gain by success. 

• . t During the whole siege, they lost about three hundred men 
in acHon. A number, which will form a f&ir comparison with 
that of the freefnen killed in some of the most celebrated vic- 
tories of their anceitorp. 
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XS22 Attempt ; and with such increase of skill was it 

'^ conducted, that it had been already carried under 

the first battery (B) with great promise of success, 

when its explosion was rendered unnecessary by 

the capitulation of the Turks. 

From the night in which the well was taken, to 
the 92d of the following June, the day of their 
capitulation, the garrison, amounting, in the first in- 
stance, to about one thousand six hundred persons, 
with many horses and ^beasts of burden, had no other 
supply of water than that furnished by the cisterns 
of the citadel ; and even this, in thar certain ex- 
pectation of the usual rains, they had consumed 
with little economy. In the mean time, the winter, 

* Much 18 said of the humatiity which Mossulmen display 
tcwaids animals. A sin^lai proof of it occurred during this 
siege. Finding Uiem suffering from thirsty the besieged lowered 
doi^rn a number of asses, Sfc, into the hands of the enemy ; 
choosing rather that they should live in the possession of thie 
infidel tlian perish miserably with themselves. It is eren more 
•iqgular, that two of theae aaimaU were actually preserved alive 
to the end of the siege ; their owners had probably some pri- 
vate supply of water, which they preferred to share with their 
beasts, rather than with their dying brethren. When the Greeks 
first obtained possession of the town, they commenced a terrible 
persecution of the storks, driving them from the chimney-tops 
and old ruined columns, where they had enjoyed, imder Maho- 
metan protection, so many centaries of hereditary security. 
The sight of this barbarity is belieFed t^have eniafed .the TuiM 
even more than the ^stroction of their haaiM» «n4 tb^ vMs- 
tion of their mosques. 
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and next, the spring was passing away, and not a lase 
shower had yet fallen. They watched etexy cloud, "" 
as it rose from the Egean sea, and came rolling 
towards them ; and, as it appeared to be approach- 
ing, they spread out thar bowls and their spunges, 
extended their shawls and their turbans, and the 
very veils of their women, that not one precious 
drop might be lost, while the names of Allah and 
the Prophet were loudly and frequently invoked. 
Not one drop ever came to them. The clouds fell 
in abundant showers on the plains below^ on the 
olives and the vineyards, on the neighbouring vil- 
lages, and even once or twice on the very town of 
Athens ; but they were invariably broken by the 
Acropolis, as if they shunned the red flag whidi 
was floating there. 

This is no fable ; and persons, of course, are 
not wanting, who here discover the special ♦ inter- 
ference of Providence. However that may be, the 
skies continued their partiality during a nege of 
seven months, and the Turks, diminidied in num- 
bers, enfeebled, and disheartened, at last capitu- 
lated. And here I must mention, to complete this 

* If 00^ we mtMt cecolkct that pieciwiy the Mme mteffenaoe 
of iupitet Capitolmii8> eierted jpieciiely in the aame mannor, 
placed the same Acropolis^ some two thousand years ago, in the 
f^mmAam of 8yll« ^ the fottuiiale.'' If the Greeks should over 
mopMofikiatk their tatenUon of oioctiiig a temple in tha atjle pf 
antiquity^ they wiU da well to dedteate it to Fortuae. 
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182S extraorcUnary story, that, on the third day after 
^ their evacuation of the place, in the very driest and 
most improbable season, there fell a torrent of rain 
which deluged the Acropolis. 

The prindpal oflSoers of the garrison were the 
Vaivode, and, as usual, the Mufti and the Cadi ; 
and, if some dissensions had distracted the chiefs 
of the insurgents, it would appear that greater una- 
nimity had not prevailed in the councils of thdr 
enemy. The Mufti, it is said, in his zeal for the 
religion of which he is the local guardian, had, in 
the first instance, advised the entire destruction of 
the * town, and the massacre of all the inhabitants, 
and had even offered his fetwah to justify the act. 
The Cadi, a native of Constantinople, exclaimed 
violently against so horrible a proposal ; and the 
Vaivode, a man not devoid of humanity, adopted 
the opinions and feelings of the Cadi. This last 
again is accused of entertaining a private corre- 
spondence with the Greeks during the whole siege, 
for which treacherous conduct the situation of his 
house, forming a part of the northern wall, af- 
forded singular facility. These dissensions, how- 
ever, and suspicions, to whatever bitterness they 
may have been carried within, seem not at all to 
have influenced the military conduct of the garri- 

* While the peasants were encamped at Menidi> and had yet 
made no attempt upon the town. At that moment, such a pro- 
posal would not have been very difficult of execution. 
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SOU, who proposed no capitulation, till reduced to 1892 
insufferable distress, and deserted (as they ima^ned) 
by God as well as by man. 

Entirely distrustful of the faith of iheir late sub- 
jects, and as if prescient of the fate which awaited 
them, the Turks at first proposed to surrender 
themselves to the European Consuls resident at 
Athens, and to ' be confined in their houses, till 
means should be provided for their embarkation for 
Asia. * Three only of these gentlemen still re- 
mained there: M. Gropius, Consul for Austria; 
M. Fauvel, for France ; and Signor Origdni, for 
Holland. They pleaded, of course, their entire 
want of force to carry into effect aqy capitulation 
made to themselves ; but promised their influence 
to secure the observance of whatever Convention 
the besieged might think proper to conclude with 
the Greeks. With little hopes of the efficacy of 
such influence, but afflicted by their own misery, 
and by the sufferings of their wives and children, 
which they witnessed hourly, and by the loss of 
about a third of their force which had already pe- ' 
rished from want or sickness, they agreed, at last, 
with reluctance and almost in despair, to the fol- 
lowing Articles of Capitulation. 

* Signor Logotheti^ the Engliah Conaul^ left the country on 
the breaking ont of the insunection^ and died at Cerigo loon 
afterwards. 
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^^ " CONVENTION, 

Which the imdersigiied, the CommiBsioncars of the 
Supreme Government, the Ephori of Athais and 
the Capitani, made with the Turks besi^ed in the 
Acropolis, when these last, being overpowered by 
the warfare of the Hellenes, and reduced to the ksl 
tiecessity, treated (ot a Convention. 

" AETICLES. 

'^ 1. That the Turks give up their arms and the 
Acropolis, and every thing contained in it, 
without any fraud. 

** 2. That the Hellenes preserve, with every possi- 
ble attention, the life and the honour of the 
Turks. 

" 3. That every Turkish family take with it one 
* load of clothes ; by which is meant, clothes 
for sleeping and for change; two kitchen 
utensils, with their coverings ; two dishes, 
with their coverings. 

" 4, That of the silver, gold, and pearls, including 
too their ready money, (ra ptcr^ra) and every 
article of jewellery which was originally bond 
fide Turkish property, Cfor that which has 

* ii^rstfia, t. e,, as much as a beast of burden could carry. 
I imagiae that the Greeks did not allow camels to be vied upon 
tKis oceofioti, thoog^h I «afr aeyeial in Athens ia January tmi 
February last. 

For the original Treaty^ see the Appendix. 
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been plundered from the Chri^tiAnB U notlitt 
comprehendedy) they return one-half. "" 

^^ 5. If 9&y Turks shall wish, by their own free 
choice, to r^nain at Athens, that freedom of 
residence be granted to them ; but, for those 
who may viiak to depart to Asia, that tlie go- 
vernment embark them in European vessels, 
under whatever flag it may happen, dietri^ 
buting to each family a sufficiency, for the 
voyage, of biscuit and cheese; and paying 
their passage. 

These Articles are agreed upon between the two 
parties unalterably and inviolably ; and so the 
present Document is given into the hands of the 
Turks, sealed with the pubKc seal, and signed by 
the following. 

« Athensy June 9—21, 1822.'' 

Having, in my possession, the names of the 
Archbishop, of the two Commissioners of the cen- 
tral government, of the ten Ephori, and the eleven 
Capitani, who signed this Convention, I shall not 
publish them. Because I am not aware, to which 
of them, or whether to any of them individually, 
belongs the guilt of its violation ; and I should be 
sorry that any innocent person should be involved 
in the infamy which must ever attend on all who 
were concerned in this execrable transaction. 

The Archbishop, indeed, a very old and re- 
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1882 spectable man, is universally exculpated ; and the 

^ conduct of the commissioners, as will presently be 

seen, was equally irreprehensible ; and, it may be 

added, that some of the Ephori were already in 

Salamis when the massacre was perpetrated. 

As the details of crime and misery furnish, not 
unfrequently, the most interesting portions of his- 
tory, let us not pass over too rapidly the fate of 
the garrison of Athens. 
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VIII. 

Athens^ February ^ 18S4. 

Ok the foUowing day, (June SSd,) the Turks evur isS9 
euated the Acropolis. The stnct execution of the 
fourth article led,, of course, to some disputes ; the 
besieged are accused of having, in mimy cases, en- 
deavoured to elude it ; nor can we doubt that such 
attempts were met, on the other side, by a de- 
termination to enforce it with sufficient severity ; 
however, on this occasion, no blood was shed. 
But the day was not allowed to pass without the 
perfornupice of a very savage act of retaliation. 
On the first rumour of commotion, in the March of 
1821, the Turks had seized nine Athenians of con^ 
sideration, and carried them up into the citadel, 
calling them, as usual, hostages. Not many days 
after this seizure, when the town was taken by the 
peasants, about forty Turks fell into their hands ; 
the Athenians treated them (I am happy, at last, 
to have occasion for that word) with humanity; - 
and, to secure their future safety, confided them to 
the protection of the Consuls. In the course of the 
first siege, after some unsuccessfiil skirmish, the 
Turks sought for ccmsolatipn in the execution of 

their hostages, and dragging out from confinement 

p 
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1882 these innocent individuak, murdered them all. 
The first impulse of the Greeks was to rush to the 
Consulates, and demand the lives of those whom 
they had so lately and so generously spared; but 
they were obliged, after much tumult, to yield to 
the firmness of the Consuls, and to defer that 
vHigeasoe for wbiah th<y nevep ooiuMMl to thirst. 
The capitulation Mtmad to presmt thfi longi^ 
ttpoDted moment, and certain amcMig them, (the 
ivktioBt, probably, «r the fdbndi «f the mui^ 
dttttd^) eoiitriving to separate from the main body^ 
and to detain in the citadel, on various prettnces, 
a number Df Turks, equal to that of the hostages^ 
' and having leamt from them the exact spot wheiii 
di^ brethren had been butchered, dragged them 
to that spot, and immolated them. It muM ht 
ad^ed, thiit this act^ of what tAAj be fairly called 
Turkish justice, was executed after sunset, aiid 
without the authority or knowledge (as is believed) 
Ikf any Athenian officer. 

' Hopes were still entertained that the terms ioi 
the Convention might, for the most part, be ob- 
served/ The Consuls were making the greatest 
Exertions to procure vessels fo^ the embarkaticm of 
the ptit9on^*s, and had itent pressing messages, r&- 
^^sting the immediate presence of FroKsh and 
Austrian ship6 of war ; and the second week iifter, 
the capitulaticm hild Already passed aWay in tran* 
qtiilfity. 
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The Turks, in uuhib^, ^kvcfH httfidrid And fi«tyi ^M^ 
€tf «Vef y Age aiid selC| were principally plfteed in a 
YAry krgre ma&edoii belongit^g to gdV^rntfient i IhaM 
cif thd Ugh^l mtik oaly tr^d lodged in priVAtil 
hoiMd« F<^ty or fifty atnong tliem hAd tdr^dy 
di^ in eotiiieque9tt$6 Of thdr prefiouil Miffci^ii^ 
ftfid A great p^oportioii ^ t}i§ telst Wl9^e fdok and 
d^UUtatdd. All their arMi had him 6Uj»ittder6Cl) 
Meordbg to tho eApituktiOfi^ 

Early in the tfiiM wedc^ the hotioun^ble ei^s 
of th6 Coiisuis appeared likdy to h^ Mlow#d by 
iUo^eoi. Two Itt'go merehaatifieti^ ttia Onli ttlide^ 
Ae French, and the other under th^ Austrian flag, 
wer^ hired, atid in readineis. It was ^udeulatfed, 
that they were capable of containing from six to 
set^en hundred persons. Preparations were already 
making itnr embarkation, and the Ttnrks themsdvii 
beheT^ the hour of security to be indeed ap* 
proadung | and thus passed oUe ot two days mori» 

Suddenly on Wedn^aj, the 10^ of Juty, 
(a day to be nOtiSd for n^pentance and Anna by 
this generation, and for eternal mouming by thdf 
posterity,) a report was circulatad wltibi astosisl^ 
ra^ndity, that the Turkish army from Thessaly had 
passed ThermopylsB, and Was already at * Thebafty 
in its way to Athens^ 

Whether any such te^pott really iid orrilre, (imd 

* The distance from Thebes to Athens is one long ilsjr^s 
fltofch. 

F 8 
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IBS^ if SO, it was premature,) or whether it was fabri- 
cated by persons who fcvesaw, and wexe anxious 
to profit by, its probable consequences, it is now 
impoflffible to ascertain ; and I would that its con- 
sequences were as obscure and as ambiguous as its 
origin. All the soldiers, followed by a part of the 
populace, instantly rushed to the quarters where 
the Turks were confined, burst open the dciors, 
and commenced, without delay, the merciless mas- 
sacre. What attempts were made by Primisttes or 
Capitani to restrain this madness, I know not ; 
I never heard of any ; and the Commissioners of 
the Grovemment, finding that they had no influence 
to prevent the completion of an enormity of which 
they resolved not to be spectators, fled from a city 
already polluted with murder and perjury, and em- 
barked at the Feiraetis. They addressed, however, 
b^re their departure, a spirited appeal to the 
Athenians, exhorting them, at least, to respect the 
ancient inviolability of the Consulates. In the 
mean time, the work was already terminated, — 
one single hour had been su£Scient,— one short hour 
was space long enough to imbrue the naine of 
Athens with a stain so deep, that ages of patriotism 
and virtue are required to efface it I 

And let us trust that it will be so effaced,— let us 
trust that she will derive, from the memory of this 
deplorable transaction, only a motive the more for 
amelioration^ and that this dark spot in her history 
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will hereafter be placed in contrast with 8o much 192S 
glory, that it may serve only to set off her future 
brilliancy. 

About four hundred Turks ware butchered on 
the ^t. . Some eighty or ninety, who happened to 
•be lodged in houses adjoining the Consulates, es- 
caped thither, with their property, and were saved. 
Of the rest, some were preserved by individual 
humanity, and afterwards delivered up to the pro- 
tection of the Consuls; and. others were enslaved 
by their captors; and, though most of them were 
afterwards ransomed, there are some who, having 
been immediately carried away by their ravishers, 
stUl, probably, remain in a state of slav^. There 
is consolation in being able to mention, that the 
very great proportion of the women and children 
were, spared; though I know not exactly how far 
such suspicious mercy acts in palliation of guilt. 
That. lust or avarice should have sometimes ar- 
rested the arm of murder is a very ambiguous 
compliment, — a compliment which the Athenian 
savage must be contented to share with the savages 
who rioted at Scio. 

The same day, and under, such auspices, began 
the second flight to Salamis. Some of the Athe- 
nians, carried with them thither the Turkish cap- 
tives who had fallen to their share in the moming^s 
delirium; their beauty failed not to excite (he 



IMS jtaleiify ci the ffft )ftf«nfifm fj apd had thfl ftujp of 
theie iabuidoni been iranted upon the tamAefy hu* 
manity itself would scarcely have lanieiited ite 
effects^ it fen, as usual* upon the innocentt Tea 
m twdlye of those unhappy ereatures^ who had 
eacaped the Hour of Ath^is, were wanteidy but- 
ehfived at Salamis; and about twenty others a^ 
luaUy fled back again to a city still reeking wiUi 
Ihe blood of their oountryna), as to a plaoe of 
oompanattve security. 

Let us hasten to the oonduaon of this dii^guating 
)|iaUH*y. A few days after the massacre, two 
f renoh ahips of war, the Actif and the Estafctte^ 
with a merchantnuui of the same nation, airived In 
the Peira^us. There were then, in the three Cob^ 
auUtes, three hundred and twenty^^ve individuab. 
It was determined to embark them instantly; and 
the French Commandant, le Chevalior de Bo* 
vwseauy undertook to secure their embarkation. 
Ccmducting them to the F^ineus in person, with a 
very small escort, he was stopped near the gate l^ 
a body of Greek soldiers, who demanded one of 
his charge, a boy, intending, probably, to have 
fiolbwed the accession to that demand with others 
fiv less moderate. Some of the Athenian Pri- 
mates, who formed part of the escort, advised the 
^neesflion, it is said, and withdrew somewhat haa- 
tUy. But the Frenchman, with that humanity for 
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wbidbi bia mAon has b«en ooeaaionally distkblMt 
guiflbcdf nod with the oounge in whinh it hai 
ntvar btai defieiMit^ firmly persisted is rrfuisl; 
tii]» hciog ida^ I9 a few more cf hi» e^ulovs, hi 
Mt sti«iQg «noti|^ ta fomse a piaaage^ vhi^> hoivi 
fvir» waam longer disptittd. 

At. various peiiodfl» from July lOt 1883^ to tha 
fQd of Juiie> 18S8, five hundnd and thivty«atvfiii 
individualsy fonning noarly half of the numbers vho 
eaintttliUed;i ware embarked for Smyrna. Of thia 
nmnber, diree hundred and forty-aef«fi were pre- 
served in the Austiian CdnsuUite, and four hqn« 
dred and forty-.cight eanied away under the Fzenofa 
flag; and these, wkh the accepdon of a very small 
number, in Frendi ships of war;-«^and I must add, 
that the conduct of the officers ^oommandmg asmi 
MTvmg in th^ rfJp8,.i. umver^ mentkmed 
with eulqgiums, whieh I feel great pleasure in 
being able to record here. 

Thus terminated a transaction, of which the 
above is intended to be a fidthfiil representation. . 
Some aFguments, however, I have frequently heard 
advanced in pcdliation of its criniiuility, to whidi 
Z ffii bound to do justice, and wldeh I would wiL 
lingly hnagine persua$ive. 

It U urged with some plausibility, that the im- 

* The Arriege Conrette^ Captain de Chouy^ eame twiea freni 
Smynia to AtheDa, ia th^ beginning of IS9S> aaci took airay 
eigbtjMiine Tojln. 
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1882 mediate """viciiiity of the Turkish anny rendeped 
the removal of the prisoners perfectly impractiair 
Ue; and that to leave them again in pdssession of 
the town, was to restore to them the liberty, c^ 
renewing the barbarities of which they had been 
formerly guilty, when relieved by Omer BriiSiii; 
and that the Greek-hunts and impalements would 
undoubtedly be resumed by them with a fury 
proportionate to their late sufferings ; — ^that their 
destruction was, therefore, in some degree,' an act 
of self-defence. That some of the oldest and most 
experienced among the Ephcnn^ as well as many of 
the most respectable families, were absent from 
Athens at the moment of the massapre; their influ- 
ence might have entirely prevented its commission. 
That several of the people did, in fact, exert than- 
selves for the perservatiou of the prisoners, and 
with so much success, that nearly one-half are at 
this moment actually restored to the land of their 
fellow-Mussulmen. That in the very height of 
their madness, the people had invariably respected 
the Consulates, and acknowledged the sanctity of 
the asylimi protected by the flags of Europe. 
And, lastly, that the example of massacre, though 
unhappily followed by many of the inhabitants, 

♦ That is, the supposed vicinity, for the Turks, in fact, did 
not arrive in Thebes till five days afterwards. 
. It is in vain to urge, that similar acts are to be found in his- 
tory, unless it can be added that histpry has justified such acts« 
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had been set by the soldiers, of whom several '^ 
were f<»%ign mercenaries, who had no interest in 
the honour of Athens, nor any respect for the faith 
of treaties, nor any principle of action except the 
desire of jdunder or revenge ; and that, : among 
them, as well as Albanians-, Moraites, and Cephal- 
lonians, there were some natives of Sdo. 

If, indeed, the signal for murder was really 
given by the hand of a Sciot, fresh from the scene 
of the ruins of his country, his eyes yet moist with 
tears of sorrow and indignation, and the last 
shrieks of his enslaved family still ringing in his 
ears,— >we might also be tempted to suspend in 
his favour the severity of our condemnation, and 
to pardon the savage retaliation to which he had 
been driven by his miseries. 

But if our partiality should ever induce us to con- 
sider this massacre as a mere ebullition of popular 
fury, excused by circumstances, and mainly attri- 
butable to the sanguinary lawlessness of a few foreign 
soldiers, let us inquire what was the conduct of the 
Athenian Government afterwards^ when the storm 
had blown over, — what anxiety was shown by the 
Ephpri, or Capitani, to atone for excesses arising, 
if from nothing worse, at least from their own 
weakness. Of the prisoners who were saved, at 
least four-fifths lost the property which had been 
guaranteed to them by a solemn convention ; let me 
ask whether that property, or any equivalent for it. 
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IMi w«s ever lestored to tho4e destitul^ wfetdi«i; and 
"^ whether the vei^expoQie of $vpportii^lb«oiwii»iiot 
borne by the Consuls whose finoonoss hfA pMservod 
themP I^et me ask whethtf those whose hfe> and 
honour, «nd liberty, had be^ secured to th«n by 
the most sacred promises of the Government and 
people of Athenss were not publicly ransomed or 
publicly retained in slavery, under the very eyes of 
that Grovemment, and that^ too, months aft^ the 
excuse of popular lawlessness had ceased to esdst? 
And lastly, whether the vtary ransom was not paid 
atha* by the Consuls themselves, or by the ooAit 
nexiiHis of the unhappy victims of Athenian pem 
Jury? To enslave was as uiyustifiable as to 
inurder ; and the Government which had sfaieerely 
disapproved of the guilt of ^ther action, would 
have endeavoured afterwards to repair the one which 
was reparable, SMeh i^e my reasons for bestowing 
OQQdemnatifNi almost unqualified on one of the 
most iniquitous traQsaetiims that has diflgraosd 
the Bevolutie^ *. 

* Tl^e massacre of Navarino diffets in its circamstanc^ very 
little from that of Athens^ except that, heing there unrestrained 
by th» prewBee ef any £af»pean agents, it was nniyersal. 
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IX. 

I'liE Turkish anny of DraniaU Pash« did, in f|^t| IdSS 
jfkmve at Thebes on the 15th nod 16th of Julji 
and immediately marched forward to the Mor«% 
whence it was not destined to return. Athens wa« 
not molested ; oppressed, rather than protected, by 
about four hundred soldiers under the nominal 
Qpnnnand of a doi^en Capitani, who were all at 
variance with each other, and with the Ephori, 
who were themselves not mcffe unanimous than th^ 
Capitani, she was left to enjoy the first-fruita of 
liberty, Two principal parties sewa to have di^ 
putedj and fdternately obtained, possession of the 
^orppolis; one of the Ephori was assassinate, 
pthers were driven into exile, and sqent^ of violenoe 
imd turbulence were daily repeated, which bring 
stltmgly to our recollection the xnost licentious 
periods of fmcient republicanism. 

Athens, how^vQr, had now made thq first st^p in 
th^ march of revolution;^ ^m slav^i ghe hod 
94y^^ to api^r^; her second moY^m^Bt wnn 
ef|u^^ pi^nriil^-rft r^pe« from smrchj lAtQ MO* 
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182S ther species of slavery ; and in this, at least, she 
was fortunate, that her rrign of anarchy was of 
extremely short duration. Very early in the month 
of September, Prince Demetrius Ypsilanti and 
Capitan Niketas, having already saved the Morea 
from the Turkish invasion, arrived at Athens, 
charged with a commission from the Central Go- 
vernment to arrange the affairs of the province, 
and take possession of the citadel. A few days 
afterwards, on the 8th, Odysseus also presented 
himself to the Athenians for the first time, and for 
the same purpose, attended by about two hundred 
soldiers. Odysseus had been Captain of Livadia, 
as long as Livadia existed, and he was not unpo- 
pular there; the scene of his subsequent exploits 
had been confined to Boeotia, Dori3, or Thessaly, 
to the mountfdns and passes of Eastern Greece, 
and he enjoyed considerable local reputation for 
talents and military skill. These reasons gave him 
an interest in Attica which his competitors, Mo- 
raites and foreigners, did not possess, and which 
the name of the Central Government could not 
supply; and the Athenians, believing that they 
had an entire right to dispose as they liked of their 
own citadel, re-conquered by their own exertions, 
resigned it, together with themselves and their pro- 
perty, to the ambiguous protection of Odysseus. 
The Government had the prtidence immediately to 
cotifirm their choice, and -on the 6th of October, 
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that officer was appointed Captain-General of is22 
Eastern Greece. 

It was a favourite maxim of the ancients^ that no 
man^s happiness ought to be pronounced upon till 
after his death; if the modems would extend the 
same respect to the characters of men, or at least 
of those men whose characters can only be divined 
by public actions of which the real motives are 
perceptible to few or none, they would make, I 
think, a very wise jextoision of the discretion df 
antiquity. To ascertain those actions, and the 
real setitiments of their spectators, is alone a task 
of sufficient difficulty.^ Of the present Governor 
of Athens I shall, therefore, only say, that he pos- 
sesses, in fact, the whole power, military and civil, 
legislative and executive, and that he does not 
appear greatly to abuse it. Few excesses of im- 
portance are committed by his soldiers, though an 
excellent police (the usual and most consoling at- 
tendant on despotism) is maintained among the 
inhabitants. The form of government as esta- 
blished by the Constitution is allowed to remain, 
and the election of the officers by the citizens has 
generally the appearance or reality of freedom. I 
have heard of no oppressive extortions, aiid have 
no hesitation in asserting, that if Athens had no 
brighter destiny in view than to continue a province 
of Odysseus, she would still have gained very ma- 
terially by the present Revolution. ' 
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Atidiitsei^ father of Odyueus, was a Thcsialian, 
born near Thermopylae; but after the liAdr of 
LambrO) in which he wag implicated) he resided 
generally at Y^nina^ though he died at Constantly 
Aople. The son happened to be bom at Itha^ 
And td that eircutnstanoe is indebt^ for his h§* 
Mio name ; the IthakesianSj as if prescient of hie 
ftitui« celebrity) determined td note him for ihA? 
^mpatriot ^ and mAy he never give them oceaiioii 
to disown him. He was removed at a very early age 
to Y^ina, and received his education in the serviee 
of Ali Pasha, a school where it was easy to become 
instructed in evoy imagltiable vice. Distinguished 
by the gracefulness of his person^ and his skill in 
manly exennseS) he was first introduced to the 
notice of his master by his extreme agility ; and 
Irom his earliest recorded exploit, we should rather 
infer his descent from the Thessalian Achilles, than 
his birth among the pasturdess roeks of Ithaea. 
It was this : he challenged the finest horse bf AU 
Pasha to a trial of speed and wind \ the race was 
to be performed on rinng ground, and the man wile 
to keep pace with the beast till the latter should 
fUl dowtd dead. In case of fidhire) he was to forfeit 
his head to the indignation of his noble competitor. 
The Pasha accepted the challenge for his borse« as 
well as the condition proposed by the challenger, 
the execution of which he prepared to esACt With 
great fidelity. The iidiiiefe nm In hk pr«BettC«/^ 
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the biped wad triumphant, and became from that 
moment the distinguished favourite at the master, 
who was equally the master of both. His talents 
and address enabled him to maintain a situation to 
wUch they certainly had not assisted in rising 
him; and he rendered fiome important services, 
whidi All rewaided by presenting him with a 
bride from his own harem^ The value of a gift^ 
xmda any dreumstanoes flattering and honourable, 
was enhanced by the extreme beauty of the lady ; 
and that nothing ndght be wanting to the happi- 
ilM of his favourite, the Pasha accompani^ his 
present by a drcular order to all the more opulent 
householders of his Pashahk, to pay to the bearer 
the Slim of one sequin eaeh. A dowry raised by 
the contributions of a province could not fiiil to be 
considerable; and the son of Andrifzes became 
g^erally luiown and envied throughout the mouo* 
tains of Roumelia. 

His usual station, before the rebellion of All 
Pasha, was in the Passes and at the Derveni, in the 
neighbouthood of Livadia. At the siege of Yd- 
nina^ in September, 1820, he shut himself up with 
his master till the desertion or secession of the 
Greeks in the spring following ; he then retired to 
his native island, where he resided till the begin- 
ning of the Revolution. He was among the first 
who obeyed the call of his country, and he re- 
occupied without delay Ms favourite haunts among 
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the * caves of Parnassus and Helioon. In that 
position he harassed the Turkish armieSy cut off 
their supplies, and impeded their advance into the 
Morea. Froia the caves of Parnassus, he was 
called to the possession of the Acropolis, and the 
command of Eastera. Greece. Thus, then, from 
having run a race with a horse on a hill-side, is he 
become the adversary of the Grand Signor, and 
one of the most active competitors in the Stadium 
of Grecian independence. 

Odysseus is in no respect distinguished from his 
meanest soldier, otherwise than by the symmetry of 
his form, and the expressive animation of a coun- 
tenance which, though handsome, is far from pre* 
possessing; for an habitual frown, and a keen and 
restless eye, betoken cruelty, suspiciousness, and 
inconstancy; and those who have derived their 
opinion of his character from the observation of his 
exterior, and the rumour of his most notorious 
actions, pronounce him to be violent, avaricious, 
vindictive, distrustful, inexorable. • Those, on the 
other band, who believe themselves to have pene- 
trated more deeply into his feelings and principles, 
consider him to be under the exclusive guidance of 

♦ There is a very large Cave in Pamasaus, saidlo be capable 
of containing many hundred persons^ which Odysseus generally 
inhabits^ and prefers as a residence to the Acropolis and its 
temples. He has lately fortified and provisioned it with great 
care, and has even removed his femily thither. 



A VISIT TO GUBCE 81 

pdicy and interest. His passions, (they say) liow* 
ever habitually impetuous, will never betray him 
into any measure of great imprudence, while his 
flexibility will ever allow him to change with every 
change of circumstance ; his violence and cruelty 
will seldom be wanton or excessive, while he pos« 
sesses the power of assuming what virtues he 
pleases, and when he pleases; so that he^is equally 
capable, for the accomplidiment of his purpose, 
of a very good or a very wicked action. Nor is it 
doubted that he possesses talents to discern, and 
firmness to pursue, that interest which ak»e he is 
imagined to pursue. 

For his religion he is known not to profess any 
ardent affection ; the name of liberty he can hardly 
have learned to venerate at the court of Y&iina ; for 
his country, for ancient heroic Greece, he is the 
last person to feel or affect enthusiasm; but his 
profound knowledge of the character and govern- 
ment of the Turks, his acquaintance with the real 
terrors of their hostility, and the real value of their 
friendship, has inspired him with that contempt for 
the one, and that diffidence in the other, which 
would probably prevent him, even in the absence 
of all better motives, from any treachery to the 
cause of which he is become one of the most emi- 
nent supporters. I feel the rather bound to ex- 
press this opinion, because I know that his fidelity 
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11 not wholly luunqwrted by fiireignersy and cfrcn 
by a party of Maown countiymen* 
The expeditJona into N^;Topont, or the adjoiii' 

* I am not «t«U Murpriied to •Wrvetliftt tbit Mme ptnoala 

described by Colonel Stanhope ai ha?in( ** a good hmrt^ ftc 
at being '' for constitutional rights/'and as having; '^ sympatfuiied 
With the piople and taken the Uberdl coarse in politics,'* S(c. 8fe,, 
ma I tiacarely vialithattlie prdeealaTisliediipon him bjthat 
diptingfiidifd PhO-hdkiie nay eaeovage Um \A endeairottr 
\» merit them. The fact, of coone, if, that Od|afausy to 
gain any end, will profess any principles ; and as the Colonel 
was betieved to be the dispenser of the good things collected at 
Mistolotiglu, aad to possess inftuenee is the fature distribntion 
of the loan, he was obyionsly a person to ba gaiaiod. Behold, 
tJbieQj the robber Odysseus, tiie descendant fiom i mee of 
robbers, the fttvourite pupil of Ali Pasha, the soldier whose 
only law through life had been his sword, — suddenly trans- 
DMmed iato a benevoleiit, liberal, philanthropic republican f 
It is tme, inde^l, that in lasi CN^hmu signed hisaaaiia to a 
Constitution, dkUaed atSalooa by ThB^dar^ iV^^^Uiwhicb 
there is one article expressly specifying a wish for a fortignk 
constitutional monarch; but circumstances, I suppose, and prin- 
oiples, are now changed. However, it is not at last impossible 
tlMrt O^iseas nay be sinceie in his deNse that Greece shoaM 
he left to govern herselt The little ki^fdom of Eastern HeUaa 
suits him very well; and in the probable anarchy of the 
*'HeIlemc Bepublic," he may forsee the means of securing 
that independence which. In ffxct, he possesses at present. I 
huve very lately leamt that the Cential Govemment, probably 
djreading some such intention en his put, are npw elevaiia^ 
Gonna in opposition to his master. Their hopes, indeed, of 
establishing any degree of legal authority in that province rest 
a good deal on the disunion of those two chiefs. 



ing provincit, an unudly eondttctad hy Odymot 
in penon, who^ on every oociwioa of Us tbmootf, 
intnists the proteotion of AtlicM to fak 
offloer^ Capitan Gonrra; a brare, rough, 
unlettered, trndviluBed gladiator, wboae fione could 
never have found s place m any hsatory, had not 
Fortune, with more than usual contiiniDt of human 
vamfy, mingled his barfaaioae name widi the r^ 
viviDg deetiniea of the eity of Peridee. It isibr 
this reaeob that th4$ lavage exploit which ii«t 
raised him to distinction must not be passed over 
inaUenoe. 

A Turlddi officer of some consequenoe, meMliBW 
sit Athens, had incurred the enmity of AH Padia» 
who consulted Odysseus as to the means of pio- 
eiiring his destruction; the latter selected Croorm, 
one of the most daring and hardioBt of his sol- 
diers, to be ihe instrument of assassination. To 
avood suspidion, Gourra was first deqmtched to 
Patfas, where he had not long waited when an 
opportunity presmted itsdf of travdUng to Athens 
in the company of a merdiant, unknown and un- 
questioned. He speedily became acquainted with 
the person of his victim, but the number and assi<- 
duity €i the guards rendered it very difficult to 
execute his commission with impunity. At last, 
one dark evening, the Turk returned to his house 
slightly attended, and altered his gate the last of 

the party; and Gourra Availed ianself with een- 

G s 
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nge and address of the opportunity which he had 
watched with the most vigikmt perseverance. He 
wiBU» not so fortunate in escaping su^idon as in 
aoconipiishing murder; he was presently , sdzed 
and examined) and the discovery that one of his 
pistols had been recently discharged was sufficient 
for his condemnation. His liberation was, how- 
ever, subsequendy obtained by the inteif erence of 
Ali' Pasha, and he retiimed to his master with 
pride and hdnour, a distinguished and successful 
assassin. 

And it is here worth remarking, that the cele* 
brated Halet Effendi, the late altpowerful favou- 
rite of Sultan Machmoud, merited the love and 
familiarity of his sovereign by an act very nearly 
resembling that which placed the earliest laurels on 
the brow of Gourra. > 

The appointment of Odysseus to the Groyemment 
of Athens caused the inmiediate cessation of all 
intestine dissiensions; but the Turks. still cxx^upied 
the country between Parnassus and CEta, in some 
force, and had even advanced to the immediate 
vicinity of S^ona. Early in November, the Cap- 
tain-General marched out against them with about 
one thousand men; and though the skirmishes 
which followed were much to his disadvantage, he 
succeeded in concluding an armistice with the 
Pasha, by which the latter obliged himself to eva- 
cuate the country, and retire with his whole army 
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to the north of Thermopylae. The passes were W88 
left in the ' possession of- the Greeks, who thus 
reaped, by the address of their general, on the fidid 
of misfortune and discomfiture, the most ample 
harvest of victory *. 

The passes seem to have been subsequently de- 
serted or feebly defended, for in the beginning of the 
following June, (1823) ten or twelve thousand men, 
forming the army of Yussuf Pasha Beroofzali, 
marched down with little resistance from Z^tm 
into the plains of Boeotia, ravaging whatever had 
been spared by the rapacity of preceding invaders; 
On their approach, the Athenians performed, about 
the end of the same month, their third emigration 
to Sakmis. On this occasion, however, the se- 
cesrion was not quite universal; from ojbservation 
of the stupidity and impotence of their enemy, 

s. 

they had collected an increase of courage; and 
about twelve hundred young men remained in the 

. * The unfortunate difference between Odysseus and Mauro- 
cordato^ is carried, I fear, to animosity by both parties. What- 
ever was the misconduct in which it originated, (and neither 
party is free from the charge of misconduct,) its continuation is 
highly injurious to the cause in which both are sincerely united, 
and singularly disgraceful to persons who are so united .io 
such a cause. It was hoped that, with the aid of Colonel Stan- 
hope, the mediation of Lord Byron might have accomplished 
their reconciliation; and the sad disappointment of that hope 
adds one to the many causes of sorrow which are inflicted upon 
Greece by his death. 



86 A mvt TO amsxcs. 

IMI loim, tmAvei to aMmpt its defence* Odjiieiie 

*"" had alntdy wy^^^^*^ with fire or rix hundred 

ecddiere to haran the rear and flanks of the enemy, 

and the defence of the AcrofN>lift waa intruatod to 

Capitan Grourra. 

On the 5iOth oS June, the Paaha attacked a few 

Greeks wlio had entrendied themsdyes at Troidon, 

on the road of RadiOYa and Ddf^, near the 

numument of Laius and the Han of Zimeno. He 

waa receiTed with great resolution and repulsed ; 

bni he afterwards turned their position, burnt part 

of Racfaova, Delphi, and Chrysas, and penetrated 

to Distomo and the oonyetit of St Luke. When 

ha afterwards retired to the plains, the Greeks 

were astonished to perceive that the convent was 

J umnjursd, and its contents untouched; nor was 

I their wonder, perhaps, much diminishedy when 

i diey discovered over the prindpal gate, an inscrip- 

i ticn to this purport: — **The Albanians in the 

(Mussulman army have prevented the Turks from 
destfo^^i^ this convent, because they hold it so- 
tredy and have frequently used it as an asylum.'* 
This anecdote adds one to the numerous proofs of 
disunion constantly subsisting between Turks and 
Albanians, to which cause, perhaps, more than any 
Other, the Greeks will be obliged for their eventual 
emancipation from both: nor is it uninteresting 
at uninatructiye to observe, that the barbarities 
of uncivilized warfare are occasionally mifigaled 
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bjr whfttioefer lentimeiits of *xe|]gioa and • gf*. f nil 
titttde. . ** 

Instead of prooeeding^ as was intended, with his 
whole army agamst AtheDs» BerooliEali was obligad^ 
hj some morements among the Agraphiotes, to eon* 
centrate his forces above the plains of Orchomenoi 
and the Boeotian Cephissus. In this position, his 
supplies were interrupted by the skirmishes of 
Odysseus and the native mountaineers, whose 
patriotism was, on more than one occasioA, very 
substantially -(-rewarded. A, few troops only ad- 
vanced into Attica, and some cavahy even reached 
the Peiraeus, but their visit was of short duration ; 
and their retreat, which took place in October, was 



* The respect here shown by these wild moantaineers, was to 
a leligion which not only was not their own^ but against which 
they were actually waging war. There is, at leastj great incon- 
sistency in Mahometan feelings 'as directed to the religion and 
the persons of Christians. There is much disposition to 
respect the former, mingled with much contempt for the latter. 
The name, the doctrines, the birth-place of Christ, are objects 
of veneration j his followers are detested, — more, because they 
do not believe in Mahomet, than because they do believe in 
Christ. 

t At the sight of the booty made by some of the more ad- 
venturous inhabitants of Coundourra, the whole population of 
the village took up arms, and formed an ambuscade ; they soon 
surprised and killed some twenty Turkish horsemen, and ob- 
tained possession of their ample convoy of red slippers ,coffee, 
rice, butter, and tobacco. 



/ 



88' A VISIT TO omncx. 

1 ns not attended by the usual scenes of wanton ^devaa- 
"^ tatkm. Early in November, Odysseus returned to 
his capital, and immediately commenced cSknAve 
operations against Negropont; and the fugithre 
Athenians re-ooeuped for the third time the rem- 
nants of their wretched h a b i t at i ons. 

* In some correspondence between Odysseus and Bercofisali, 
the Turk proved his progress in policy and humanity, by ex- 
pressing hii strong coBTiction of the utiHijf of sparing *' the poor 
orphan.** 
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X. 

Athens y February ^ 18?4. 

The modem town of Athens was never remarkable 
for beauty or regularity of construction: it has 
now suffered the demolition of about one-third of 
its buildings. Many Turkish houses were burnt 
by the Greeks, in the first siege of the citadel: 
many Greek houses were ruined during the occu- 
pation of the place by Omer Bridni ; and many of 
both have fallen into the streets from mere humi- 
dity and neglect. The churches and mosques have 
not met with greater mercy in this religious war; 
and even the ashes of the dead have not been al- 
lowed to repose in security. The spacious Turkish 
burial-ground at the foot of the Areopagus, for- 
merly solemn and sacred, and now scattered over 
with the fragments of its monuments, and pro- 
faned by the insults of the conqueror, attests the 
fury of a revenge not to be satiated by blood. 

That part of the town which lay immediately 
under the northern or Pelas^c wall of the citadel, 
where the house of poor Lusim will be recollected 
as very distinguished, has naturally suffered the 
most severely. It is the intention of Odysseus not 
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to permit itB restoration; because the existoioe of 
buildings so near to this most aocesnble side of the 
Acropolis would facilitate the approaches of an 
enemy. To nsXa^vixov o^ov apuivov was the re* 
sponse of the Pythian Apollo; we shall not^ 
however, readily suspect our philosophical modem 
of hemg under the guidance of any oracles of any 
divinitieSt howevier familiar he be with holy 
Parnassus and the caverns of prophetic DelphL 

The Greeks had scarcdy obtained possession of 
the Acropolisy before they made two discovaies^ 
which could nevar have been predestined to. any 
Mussulman. The one was a small subtertaneoua 
chapel, underneath (or nearly so) the right wing id 
the Propylsum, and which appeared to have hemk 
hog filled with rubUsh; the other was the cele- 
brated fountain of Pan, riong so near the nortk« 
west comer of the dtadd that it was immediatdy 
endosed by a new bastion; and bdng now corn* 
prdiended within the walls, renders their defenders 
nearly indifferent to the caprices of the wind and. 
clouds. The E^sxBnis ^oKaaiMj or spring, lor- 
merly cantained in the Erectheum, has not yet 
been discovered, nor can the exact qxit for exca- 
vation with any certainty be pointed out. I be- 
lieve, however, that there b not a soldiex* in the: 
garrison who is not aware of its ancient existence; 
and it wiU probably be restored ere long to the 
CQDcrtioiu of an inquisitive and progressive people. 
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In the midst o£ so many drcumstances of ds* 
TastatKm^ I am deeply consoled to be enabled to 
add, that very trifling injury has been sustained by 
the remains of antiquity. The Parthencm, as the 
noblest, has also been the severest sufferer; for 
the kntern of Demosthenes, which had been mudi 
de&ced by the oonflagation of the convent, of 
which it fonned a part, has already reodved maut 
repairs from the care tji the Ftendi VkeXkinsuL 
Any damage of the Parthenon is irreparable* It 
appears that the Turks, having expended all their 
balls, broke down the south-west end of the wall 
of the cella in seardi of lead, and boast to hare 
been amply rewarded for th^ barbarous labour. 
But this is the extent of the damage. No column 
has been overthrown, nor any of the sculptuxea 
displaced or disfigured. I believe all the monu* 
ments, except these two, to have escaped unvio* 
lated by the hand of war; but almost at the im>- 
ment of the commencement iji the Revdution, the 
temple of Theseus was touched by a flash of pro- 
pitious lightning, so litde injurious to the build* 
mg, that we might be tempted to consider it an 
omen of honour and victory. 

The present miseries of the Athenians ate ex- 
ceeded only by those of the Sciots and others, who 
have suffered absolute slavery or expalmtitm; fbr,. 
amid such aggravations of living wretdiedness, vnt 
have n<^ a tear ^ waste on those whi^ hmm 
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perished. Three times has that unhappy people 
emigrated aknost in a body, and sought refuge 
from the sabre among the houseless rocks of Sa- 
lamis. Upon these occasions, I am assured, that 
many have dwelt in caverns, and many in misera- 
ble huts, constructed on the mountain sides by 
their own feeble hands. Many have perished, too^ 
from exposure to an intemperate .climate; many 
from diseases contracted through the loathsome- 
ness of their habitations ; many from hunger and 
misery. 

On the retreat of the Turks, . the survivors re- 
turned to their country. But to what a country 
did they return ! To a land of desolation and fa- 
mine; and, in fact, on the first re-occupation. of 
Attica, after the departure of Omer Bridni, several 
persons are known to have subsisted for some time 
on grass, till a supply of com reached the Peineus 
from Syra or Hydra. 

By a singular change of national character, mo. 
dem Athens is, of all the cities of Greece, the least 
maritime. In fact, she does not possess one single 
. vessel of any size or description,— not one Athenian 
sailor exists to p^y homage at the tomb of The- 
mistocles. The commerce of Attica is, . therefore, 
entirely in the hands of foreigners, and the natives 
have no means of supplying even their own wants 
and necessities. It is possible, that this cause may 
have contributed to augment their sufferings. 
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During the latter end of 1881, a violent epi- 
demic fever made great ravages in many parts of 
Greece, and not least so in Attica. It made its 
first appearance at Tripolizza very soon after the 
massacre, and amply avenged the fate of those 
whose unburied corpses had been left to rot in- 
every street. But Attica had tlien merited no 
such chastisement, — she was yet free from guilt, 
and conspicuous only for wretchedness. 
' Still it must be mentioned that this province, as 
well as every other, has some reasons to be obliged 
to the stupid perversity of the enemy. Shall I be 
believed when I mention, that the Turks never 
begin their annual invasions, until after the inha- 
bitants have collected their corn in security P and 
that they always retire before the olive harvest 
commences? as if their object were, in fact, to 
inflict the least imaginable injury on their rebels. 
But this unintentional indulgence has been the less 
advantageous to Attica, because she does not pro- 
duce nearly com enough for her own sustenance, 
and because the olives have proved, for the last 
three years, unusually unproductive. 

In my cbuly rides among the mountains and 
villages, (by which, though unarmed and alone, I 
risk little under the vigorous government of Odys- 
seus,) I observe little else than distress and po- 
verty. The villages are half-burnt and half-de- 
serted; the peasants civil, but suspicious; the 
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eonveati abandoned or defaced, and their large 
nuuMiTe gates shattered with musket-baUs; while 
human bones may sometimes be diaooveied bleach* 
ing in the melancholy solitude. In the mean time^ 
there is no appearance of depression or indnlencea 
A great portion of the ground is eultivatcdt and crapa 
are sown, in the uncertainty Yfbo may reap tham 
** tor the immortal gods :^ the oUTes too^ and tha 
vineyards, are receiving almost the same Ubour 
irfiioh would be bestowed upon them in a time of 
profound peace. 

In the dty, the Bazar exhibits a scene cf some 
animation; and, owing to the great influx of 
refugees from Thebes and Livadia, some of whom 
have even preserved a part of their property, there 
is here no appearance of depopulation. There is even 
oecafflonally some inclination to gaiety; gMiuina^ 
native hilarity will sometimes have its course in spite 
of circumstances, and the maids of Athens will dance 
their Romaic in the very face of misery. But it 
will scarcely be credited, that the celebration of 
the Carnival is at this instant proceedti^ with 
great uproar and festivity. Drunken buffoons, 
harlequins, and painted jesters, are riotously pa- 
rading the streets, while Gourra^s sulky ^Albsr 
nians sit frowning at the fortress-gate, and the 

« Nearly half of the soldiers of Odysseus are foieigners^ and 
chiefly Albanians. These are in appearance more barbarous, 
and in manners for lest civilized, than the Mtiye Gieeks . 
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Turks and the plague are preparing to rush down 
from Negropont and Carysto. 

It is true, however, that this delirium is by no 
taeans universal. Very many of the inhabitants 
are far too deeply sunk in wretchedness to respond 
to any voice of mirth. The pale and trembling 
figures of women, who stand like spectres by the 
walls of their falling habitations ; the half-naked 
and starving infants, who shiver at their breasts; 
the faces of beauty, tinged with deepest melan- 
choly, which timidly present themselves at the 
doors and windows of their prisons rather than then* 
houses — objects such as these are so numerous, 
tmA so productive of painful sympathy, as to leave 
us little jdeasure in the contemplation of the pro- 
gress of revolution; and Athens, however erect in 
her ^de of independence, affords a very mournful 
and afflicting spectacle. 



Londouy November 9 1824. 

In several parts of Greece, but at Athens most 
particularly, I had continual occasion to regret, 
that the large sums subscribed m Europe for the 
benefit of the Greeks had been applied to political 
rather than to charitable purposes,-^— that the mo- 
aey, which has been wasted in premature and ilL- 
'^tirected eflferts to instruct and civilize, had not 
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rather been employed in the relief of the many 
innocent sufferers in this barbarous contest. I had 
then some hopes, that a simple statement, which I 
might hereafter make of the number and conditum 
of the most miserable, by touching the mere com- 
passion of my countrymen, would induce them to 
extend even to Greeks that charity which they 
have not withheld from Turks and from Arabs. 
But I have no longer any such hopes: I observe 
in every quarter such a lifeless indifference to the 
very cause and name of Greece and Greeks, that I 
will make no attempt to revive a sympathy which 
appears to be extinct for ever. 

I made arrangemadts, that lists of the most indi- 
gent families, whether Athenians, or expatriated 
Sdots, Aivaliotes, Thebans, Livadians, ^c S^Cy 
who are scattered about the islands homeless and 
destitute, should be made out by the archbishops 
or bishops at their several places of residence, and 
sent to me. As they were not completed when I 
left Athens, Mons. * Gropius kindly undertook the 

♦ Colonel Stanhope, (p. 186,) on the authority of Theodore 
Negpris, represents M.C^ropius as an agent of the Holy Alliance. 
That an Austrian Consul should continue to discharge his du- 
ties to the Austrian Government, rather than forfeit his Conr 
sulsbip, is not more singular than that a British officer should 
obey an order to return to his country, rather than lose his 
commission. I require some new lights from Phil-hellenism to 
enable me to comprehend how the revolt of the Greeks can 
have absolved M. Giopiua from the duty of corresponding with 
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ofiice of procuring tbem^ and he has very lately 
forwarded them to me here. . M. Gropius, in 
the prosecution of our project, appears to have 
^icountered the usual suspicions and jealousies, 
and combated all those little difficulties which 
Greeks for . ever . oppose to intended benefits. 
** Vousy Monsieur, (says he,) vous etiez Anglois, 
Mins etre Phil-hellene d£clare,^-4noi, j^etois Consul, 
et, ce qui pis est, Ccmsul d'Autriche ! • Pour 
vaincre une si oitreme prudence, il' falloit montrer 
de rindiffdrence, et he la ccmbattre qu'^avec les 
armes du ridicule; Ce moyen me reussit, et je 
vins enfin k bout de persuader ces Messieurs 
qu*il nY avoit pdnt. de serpent de cach6 sous 
rherbe,^ Sfc. , 

The papers which have reached me contain very 
detailed lists of those reduced to want and muery 
by the war *, who are resident at Athens, Salamis, 
Egina, Syra, Miconi, and Tenos ; for in these 
places the refugees are most numerous and most de« 
stitute. Many others have fled to the Morea ; but 
the Morea is capable of supporting a much larger 

his ambassador. If^ however, M. Negris inteads to say, that 
M. Gropius was ever commissioned to make any formal propo- 
sition from the Holy Alliance to the Greek Government, I will 
undertake to assert, that he is entirely misinformeil. The ob- 
ject of his visit to Smyrna, (as M. Negris we^ knewj) was con-* 
nected with the liberation of those unhappy prisoners whom he 
liad rescued from the sword of the Athenians. 

H 
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thin its pmem population. They bc«r the sigtt»- 
tares of the heads of the chiyroh at those places. 

I will girBf as briefly as possible, the oontents of 
eaeh ot those lists ; for they express mudi mors 
aociirately aoii powerfully than any effinrt of el»* 
quenoe, the extent of misery which has been ia^ 
flksted on that unhappy country* 

The number of suffoers, resident in Athens, is 
8788, of whom 86^8 are natircs ef Attica; the 
rest are refugees. Of this number, 48S only are 
men ; so that there exist in that city, 8850 woman 
and children in a condition not far removed from 
absolute want. Its entire population, acoording to 
the most probable estimate, is about 18,000. 

The list from Salamis is far more afBicting. 
That rock contains 11,477 souls, whom the circum- 
stances of the war have reduced to mis^ ; and, of 
these, 19S only are natives. The greater part axe 
refugees from Bck^ ; 1369 from the city, and 
7460 from the country, of Thebes, of whom very 
neajrly fomvfifths are women and childrmi, are ex- 
isting on an idand, of which the native population 
scarcely exceeds 3000. Of the rest, 2314 are Li- 
vadians, and some few are from Negropont and 
Aivali. .Let us remember, that during the period 
of the annual Turkidi invasions, nearly the whole 
population of Attica is added to this list, and that 
Salamis is a small, rocky, and barren islet, alike 
unprovided with habitation or sustenance for this 
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bdpless miiltltude^-^Hamy we not iamgine $Dd d^ 
plore the scenes which are there exhibited, and 
sigh over the fate of an island, the favourite of our 
hiatorical reodlections, whidi has resumed ita 
ancient name only to beocmie the 6q[>ukfare of 
Qreeoe.. 

The neighbouring isle of Egina contains 1I9S 
refugees from Scio, AivaU, and Livadea» of whom 
about a fifth are mea; — ^Miooni, 0S4, chiefly Scicta 
and Mosconesians. In Syra, there are 741, fifteen 
of whom are Cretans. During my visit to that 
island, I had frequent personal opportunities of 
observing the extreme wretchedness in which they 
existed. The list from Tenos is more considera- 
ble; 3034 is the number of strangers harboured 
there, amounting perhaps to a fourth part of the 
whole population. 

It appears then, that these six places, into whose 
condition I have inquired, alone contain 20,851 
persons reduced to extreme distress by the drcum- 
stances of the Revolution ; — ^that the very great 
majority of these are homeless refugees, who have 
sustained the loss of their entire property ;— and 
that about four-fifths of the whole number are 
women and chUdren. 

To this statement, I have not one word to add, 
for words are very powerless to excite compassdon, 
where such facts shall fail to move it. But, if any 
additional calamities were required to complete the 

H8 
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mournful {Hcture, I might mention, ihftt they have 
appeared in frightful suocesoon. Since the com- 
pletion of the melancholy liflts whidi I publish, 
the plague has descended into Attica with its usual 
circumstances of destruction : the fury of the Ja- 
nissaries more recently arrived in Negropont has 
driven forth nearly the whole population of an 
island almost innocent of revolt ; and the capture 
of Psari by the Capudan pasha has expatriated aU 
who survived the ruins of their country. 
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XI. 



HyAra^ March^ 1824. 

On a rock, so utterly barren and hopeless of vege- 
tation, that even in this, the season of greenness, 
I can scarcely discover, on its whole surface, one 
speck of verdure, rises in dazzling whiteness and 
beauty this singularly-interesting city. ** What 
a place you have chosen, — (I addressed myself to . 
Tombazi, late Admiral of the Greek fleet,)— What 
a spot you have chosen for your country !^ " It was 
Liberty that chose the spot, not we,^ was the j)a- 
triors instant reply; and long may Liberty pre- 
serve and protect a habitation so worthy of her. 

The harbour, from the abrupt sides and bottom 
of which the town starts up theatrically, is neither 
spacious nor secure. It is, in fact, a deep bay, 
dtuated on the western side of the island, and 
still open to the west, having no nearer protection 
from that quarter than the opposite coast of tlie 
Morea, which may be four or five miles distant. 
Against an enemy, the entrance is secured by two 
or three well-constructed batteries, which are now 
in extremely good condition : but the guns mounted 
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there are neither formidable in number or calibEe ; 
and ih&re is neither chain or boom to prevent the 
introduction of fire-ships by any enony suffidoatly 
enterprimng to employ them. The Hydriotes are 
t^iemselves as fully sensible of their defidaMses as 
any of their European advisers ; but they continue 
to excuse their improvidence by their increasing 
contempt for the stupidity of an enemy whom they 
suppose immutable* 

There are besides two other ports on the same 
side of the isUnd» at a short distance ; the one on 
the north, the other on the south of the city, in 
which most of the ships of war are laid up during 
the winter, and to many of the rest very secure 
anchorage is afforded by the neighbouring and de« 
pendent island of Foros. AU these three ports arei 
I am assured, superior to that on which |be dty 
stands ( at any rate, they very amply supply itf 
imperfections. 

The city, like the opulence which has created it, 
has sprung up during the last thirty year8| and, 
climbs, with great boldness and splendour, from 
the water^s edge up to the very ^pimits of the 
surrounding rocks. It is built of stone, and the 
taste which has constructed many of the principal 
houses would not disgrace the best parts in any 
metropolis ; and, it may be added, that some of 
them are furnished with great costlimess and eb> 
faace. Tb« streets are narrow and irregular* 
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pftfdy from the xmtvope of tlie grouodi md pir^y« 
of eoune, fiom orientaliflii. To the Utt^ cmm$ 
we maj alio attribute the filth which di«figii|r0« 
some of them, though in a much lew degree thao 
ie lisual in the East* 

All kinds of piovisicnia are received either if§m 
the other isUuids» or the o^)Ofiite oontiiient, and 
a vast number of boats and small craft iire oofh 
stantly empbyed in the transport of them. Does 
it not iqipear singular, that the Turkish fleet 
should never have attempted the blockade of lo 
popukms a place, so entirely dqiendent cm the sen 
for every necessary? The risk would have been 
tOQ great*. In a strait so narrow, as that which 
separates Hydra from the Morea, the fatal &efh 
ships, the great bugbear of the Ottoman n^vy, 
would have found too many opportunities for 
action* 

The populadon oi. Hydra is estioif^ted (perl^is 
with Justice) at forty thousand souls. Tliey are 
Albanians exclusively; and I think it probable, 
^tliat, notmtbstanding the vicinity of the Mor^ 
not a dozen fireek fsunilies are to b^ found red* 
dent iSrthe islancir I $hould except some Sdote 
and Aivaliote rrfugees^ who are, by th^ way, the 
only mendicants in the place. 

Albanian is, <^ course, the hmguage used in 
theiTinteropurse itith each other j tJie mm gwa.- 
nOly, perhaps tmiv^^y, (an 9omm^ in Grtek ; 
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but there are many of the wives and daug^itenLof 
these Hellenes (for they too will sonntiines assume 
tKe title of regeneration,) who are entire strangers 
to the language of Greece. 

The great cause of this rarity of sGgoumen in a 
place entirely mercantile, is the extreme clannish- 
ness oi the natives ; and this jealousy is extended 
to all foreigners without exception. It is no Alba" 
nian suspiciousness, or dislike of what is Gredc : 
I am not aware that any such prejudice exi^. 
It is a feeling purely Hydriote^ and operates 
nearly equally against all the world : and, in fact, 
if there be any people whom the Hydriotes hate.as 
a people, it is their brother Albanians and neigh- 
hours, the Spezsiotes and Crenidiotes. . 

Neither could I ever learn, on the other himd, 
that the Greeks entertain any general prejudice 
against the Albanian character. There are, indeed, 
many mercenaries of that nation, who, during thdr 
service in Greece, have plundered the peosantryy in 
connexion probably ' with the native soldiers, and 
on whom the entire odium has naturally fallen ; 
but even this applies chiefly to those bom on the 
shores of the Adriatic. Against Albanian families 
or villages established in Greece, I can percdve^no 
such antipathy. An • Albanian commanded the 
Greek fleet during the first year of the war, and 
was succeeded in his command by an Albanian. 
To the biotha: of the former admiral, the Cretans 
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vokmtaxily confined the govemment of thepr island ; 
and the two persons at the head of the present ad« 
ministratkm in the Morea are Albanians*. 
• And yet there would seem to exist some strcsig 
chaxacteristic distinctions between those two peo» 
pie; as far, at least, as I am able to judge from 
a very short acquaintance with the Psarians and 
the Hydriote^, who. 'are perhapis the best models 
of either character. Vivacity, levity, vanity, at- 
tract and amuse you in the former, and are well 
^ntrasted by the sedateness, pride, almost inso- 
lence of the latter. The Greek has more wit, 
and cleverness, and ingenuity; the Albanian has 
prpbaUy the advantage in sense and judgment: 
ai|d, if the one be more brilliant, the other is, per* 
haps, more honest^f . 

There may, too, exist a similar opposition in the 
nature of their crimes. Those of the Greek will 
be of a lighter and less decided character : they 
will possess more of versatility and chicanery, and 

* It is a singular fact^ that since the late unfortunate destruc- 
tion of Psar^ by the Capudan Pasha, the whole of the fleet, 
which is misnamed Greek, and on which repose the best hopes 
of Greek independence, is Albanian. 

t Lest I should be supposed to intend this very hasty sketch 
as a perfect comparison between these distinguished islanders, 
(a comparison which would thus appear too partial to the 
Hydriotes,) I must add, that some of the most daring and suc- 
cessful exploits, which have done honour to the Revolution, 
have been peifbrmed by the hands of Psarians. 
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roguery; less of ntaof^Ularwstd, downright ^ril* 

However, whether such differences in oh«mctw 
esust or no^ a strong distinction in manners is im^ 
nediately observable, and this is entirely in fkvour 
of the Greek, whose natural, and often attentive 
politeness, is strongly contrasted with the solky and 
repulsive reserve of the Albanian. 

I have not seen in any country so unifbrmly 
weU-dresaed a population as that of Hydra; I 
speak of the men only, fmrthegaiety of the womeBt 
< whatever it may be, is pretty strictly confined to 
their own apartments. There is no where the 
sU^^test appearance of distress, or even povarty ; 
nor yet is there any commercial bustle, or show of 
industry or activity ; much less is there any parade 
or demonstration of war. The people are peaceably 
chatting in the bazars, and eating with their caviar 
the whitest breed in the worid,— a nation of gen- 
tlem^, enjoying the united blessings of opulence 
and tranquillity ! 

In fact, the people of Hydra have yet suffered 
none even of the ordinary miseries of war. The 
sailors have been at various periods a great deal 
employed, and (as we shall presently perceive) 
enormpusly paid. They have shared the plunder 
gf several valuable prizes ; and in the whole suc^ 
passion of sanguinary victories which they are ima- 
gined to have obtuned over the Turks enice the 
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eommenccmoDt of the Berolutiony I do oonadcn- 
tbndy believe that not twenty Hydriotei have 
petbhecL 

The government of the island u vested in the 
hands of six Primates, who are sustained in the 
exercise of their duty by the authority of the other 
merchants; but their united weight, being de- 
void of all physical suppcN*t, is imiufficient to 
oppose any very graeral mutiny of the sailers» 
who may be five or six thousand in number, and 
are prepared on such occasions to proceed to any 
extremity. It was thiis, in fact, that Hydra was > 
first engaged in the {nresent Revolution. Immedi^ \ 
ately after the first explosion at Patras, Spezzia ^ 
declared her independence ; the example of Spesaia 
was very soon followed by Psarsi, but the Primates 
pf Hydra* still hesitated ; they were much more 
opulent than their neighbours, and therefore risked 
much more by the throw when every thing was 
staked. The sailors, <m the other hand, who had 
been unemployed since the preceding October, 
when Conduriotti, and the other merchants, called 
in thrir vessels, were enchanted by the fair prospect 
of service and profit which was opened to them by \ 
the insurrection ! they became clamorous for liberty 
and religion, and, on the further hesitation of the | 

merchants, they proceeded to goad and flog them | 

into independence. The favour which they thus \ 

conferred on these gentlemen» (however ungr»te« 
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fully conferred,) was no doubt ]»«ciou8 and sub- 
stantial ; and) as a slight return for it, they instantly 
obliged them to distribute among their liberators a 
gratuity of about * 160,000 dollars ! Such was the 
horizon through which the glorious sun of freedom 
first broke upon Hydra. 

And here I may remark, that if extreme gratifi- 
cation be sometimes afforded by a near and per- 
sonal observation of the animated scenes of revolu- 
tion^ it must also be confessed that the spectacle is 
productive of very frequent pain and disappoint- 
ment to any one disposed to think favourably of 
human nature. When we contemplate the work 
from afar, we perceive not how many bad feelings, 
and bad actions, how much jealousy, selfishness, 
avarice, fraud, and injustice, is heaped together in 
its composition. In the distant edifice we see 
nothing but majesty, till we examine the details of 
its vulgar materials, and the ill-shaped and iU- 
joined masses of which it is constructed. I mean 
not to apply this remark particularly to the Greek 
Revolution ; it is true, no doubt, in a greater or 
less degree, of all the most splendid enterprises 
consecrated by history ; only their defcmnities have 
been concealed or forgotten in th&i grandeur or 
success. 

* The whole number of the mob was about five thousand, 
and they extorted the sum of 50 beshleeks^ or 250 piastres, 
each; seven or eight piastres, at that time, went to a dollar. 
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At the head of the revolutionary sedition just 
mentioned, was one Capitan Antonio, a man of no 
great repute in Hydra. We may readily believe 
that the Primates were not well disposed to pardon 
his offence, nor . yet had they power, even after the 
tumult was appeased, to punish him dtheropenly 
or on the scene of his criminality; but having 
procured his removal, on some pretence, to the 
Morea, they sent after him persons to assas^ate 
hiin there. 

A still more singular proof of the weakness of 
the Hydriote Government, because it proves that 
weakness habitual, is the toleration of a body of 
notorious and professed assassins, who dwell in 
seeming security in the very bosom of the city. 
They may be ten or twelve in number, and I have 
been assured that the Government is unable to put 
them down. But their existence, we are told as 
a consolation, is not productive of any very ex- 
tensive evil, because, owing to the continual inter- 
marriage of the Hydriotes, the number of surviving 
relatives eager to avenge the murder of thdr kins- 
men, renders the chance of impunity extremely 
small for the murderer. However this may be, it 
is very difficult not to entertain the suspicion that 
these assassins are in fact the machines of Govern- 
ment, which, in the absence of a public and legal 
executive force, is obliged to have recourse to this 
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most contampdhle substitute. At least, it is diffi- 
cult to understand how a corps of professional 
murderers can exist in any governed country, vith« 
out the connivance of its rulers ; and it is quite 
certain that no government would ever connive at 
their existence, except with the intmtion occasifliw 
aUy to profit by it 

As individuals and as merchants, the leading 
persons at Hydra are extremely and deservedly 
respected ; and, in my short intercourse with thcoit 
I have seen no proof of that repulsive inhosptality 
with which I have sometimes heard them diarged. I 
have even been more fortunate in escaping any insult 
firom the lower classes, for from them, at least, I 
had been always taught to expect insult as a matter 
of course ; the populace of Hydra is notoriously 
lawless and intractable. However, Greeks at last^ 
with all their national vanity, often do each other 
great injustice. In this singular land, every man^s 
country is his own city, or his own mountain, or 
his own rock ; and to these his mere patriotism, aa 
separated from his interest, is almost entirely ccm- 
fined ; and he appears even to detest every thing 
beyond them. Islanders abuse Moraites, and 
Moraites calumniate Islanders, while many dis« 
tricts in the Morea, and many isles in the EgeaDy 
have their several subdivisions of animority. So 
that if these people are severally worse than they 
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rvpresent themselves, we are ofteti consoled to find 
their nei^bours very much better than we had 
been instructed to expect. 

Some of the merchants, notwithstanding the 
sacrifices which the Ilevoluti<m has extorted from 
them, are still supposed to possess v^ry ccmsiderablft 
capital, though to what amount, where placed, or 
how at this moment employed, I cannot learn with 
any cert<dnty« Much is probably afloat in Fraaln 
bottoms, and engaged in the corn-trade with Alex* 
andria or the Black Sea. 

Lazsari Conduriotti is the first person in the 
island, a man of high and irreproachable character. 
It is unfortunate for Greece that he has never yet 
taken any part in the management of public affairs ; 
the uni<m of a few such men would give a stability 
to the Central Government which it will scarcely 
otherwise acquire. But his continual residence in 
his native island is, unhappily, so necessary for the 
regulation of its affairs, that he cannot be spared 
to dir^t the general administration of his coimtry. 
I believe, too, that the same cause has operated in 
many other parts of Greece to prevent the repre* 
Sented town, or district, from electing its ablest 
citizen as its representative. In the present un« 
Settled state of the country, every little local 
government is so feeble and vacillating as to d&* 
mand, for its own immediate support, the presence 
pi whoever may haj^n to possess the greatest 
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local «ulhRity^. JLet U8 tPttst tb«t the day is mat 
far diitant wl&ea these *^ village Hampdeiw^ shall 
step forth bom their present obscurity, and exhibit 
their wisdom and integrity in a field mrhicli, thus 
far,4ias not been much distmginibed-by eiiher of 
diose qudMties. Fot the absence, howeirer, d 
Lazzari Conduriotti from ^ this ample stadiam^^ 
mu<^ atoaeiBent is made by thetaertkxns of his 
brother, who has been very lately called to the 
head cf the executive body. 

I am sorry to be^ obliged to i)e)ieve thai the 
advantages of education are as yet extrinndiy un- 
der-valued at Hydra. Among the higher classes, 
indeed, some few young men are sent to study in 
Italy; and many others, whom commercial specu- 
lations may have established for a time in more 
civilized lands, have not lost that opportunity to 
instruct and inform themselves ; but the improve- 
ment of the lower orders is miserably neglected ; 
and to this cause, chi efly^ we may attribute the 
selfish and illiberal spirit by which they are cha- 
racterized, their disposition to riot and disorder, 
and that unmeaning pride and insolence of de- 
meanour, which is so generally the companion of 
ignorance. 

With a view of diffusing some little political 
information, a journal called the ** Friend of the 
Law,^ is to be established here in a few diays, 
under the patronage of the Primates and principal 
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merchants. It promises, from its prospectus, to 
be a good constitutional paper, implacably hostile 
to military authority and the despotism of the , 
Capitani.. 

Prince Maurocordato took refuge in Hydra after 
his brutal expulsion from the Morea by Coloco- 
troni, and remained here till he sailed for Miso- 
longhi in December last. Every one speaks well of 
him, and there are some who profess to consider 
him ^^ the only hope of Greece.^' Of the organiza^ 
tion and consolidation of Greece, it is, I fear, but 
too true that our hopes do mainly repose on him. 
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xn. 

Hydra. March, 1894 

LxT me now attempt to gtye sflmeadoraiit of th^ 
eddbntted Greek navy, whose etplf^ts, Md and 
imaginary, hare filled us all with so much admira* 
tion for the last two or three years. I have the 
more pleasure in touching on this subject, because 
the fleet forms by far the most respectable portion 
of the insurgent force, and because it has hitherto 
had no share in those transactions which have most 
deeply disgraced the Revolution. 

Every one is acquainted with the causes to which 
this fleet is indebted for its existence ; nor is it less 
generally known that the vessels are without ex- 
ception the private prc^rty of the difl*erent mer- 
chants of the three islands; there is not, in fact, 
in the whole Archipelago one government ship. I 
have beheld too much of the real nature of this 
singular contest to retain much disposition to en- 
thusiasm ; but when I recoUect the floating masses 
which I have lately left at Constantinople, and in 
the Dardanelles, — ^when I recollect the magnitude 
and resources of the Turkish empire, its ports, its 
forests, and its opulence,— and when I behold a 
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ffw individuiJs, tlie inhiil^itanU of three naked 
lOckfi) whose sevend cdtiee * do not nearly equal 
the area of the mere Seraglio of the Sultan^ animated 
by A variety of feelings, of which eome at least ire 
honourable, in support of a cause whose purity is 
Una8sailable,---^when I see these daring islandert 
(liiiceesitfully bid defiance to thdr gigantio eneaayi 
and even defeat in open sea his tmwieldly ftrae^ I 
will not attempt to qualify the admiration which ia 
extcMrted firom me by so singular a combination of 
genius and audacity. 

The Greek vessels are ahnost excfaiaively br%s^ 
mounting from eight to twenty guns) not above 
two or three oisrvettes are usually to be found in 
their largest fleets, and those are httle more fbrmi- 
daUe than their companicms. Every etpedition ia 
Attended by a certain numb^ of fire^ps, in 
which the entire hope of every offensive operation 
ippears to be placed. 

The largest number that ever has been mustered 
was from a hundred and twelve to a hundred and 
edxteen sail, in the fim year of the Insurrecticil. 
The Hydrioteft usually compose about two-ififihs of 
the united fleet, the Psarians and Speiaiotes forming 
the remainder, in the proportion, perhaps, of three 
to two ; and such is nearly the proportion of the 
population of the three Islands. The Admiral, or 

* The Serai and its appendages cover a spacd of ground 61- 
actly equal to that occupied by the entire city 6t Vienns* 

I 8 



116 A VISIT TO GBESCS. 

oommanding Captain, (for as the Greek navy is 
entirely a private establishment, there is no distinc- 
tion of titles, nor any permanent rank, nor any 
authority, derived even from seniority,) is a Hy- 
driote, nominated, probably, by the Primates of 
that island, who consult in their election the wi^es 
of the people. The officer who had the honour of 
copunanding the first Greciim fleet which presented 
itself for the liberation of the Egean Sea, aiid 
whose success prepared the way for the triumphs 
which have followed, was Jacom^ki Tomhazi, a 
person of high distinction and zealous patriotism. 
He was succeeded in 18S2, by Andrea Meouli, who 
still retains the command. For the singular popu- 
larity which he enjoys among his compatriots. 
Captain Andrea (so his sailors always familiarly 
ciedl him) is perhaps not more indebted to his great 
natural talents than to his mild and unaffected 
manners and demeanour, and his reputation of in- 
violable integrity. Brave, modest, and disposed to 
silence, yet frank and unsuspicious in communica- 
tion, he possesses nothing of the Greek, either in 
appiearaace or character; and his want of parade 
and Imlliancy is amply compensated by qualities 
which are at this moment of infinitely more service 
to his country. * Of genius there is abundance in 

£ * A very ingenious Greek once gave me his opinion that "no 
foreigner could be of any service 1;o the cause who was not a 
madman i^ meaning, I suppose^ that he ought to sacri/ice every 



A VISIT TO GREECE. 117 

every cottage of Greece, but there id a deattli of 
fiound- common sense, of cool dispasncmate judg« 
i^ent, of thought and foresight, which has oocir- 
sipned^ find will still continue to occasioD,! many 
djiSttsters. ; Acuteness, vivadty, ingenuity; dbtrade 
themselves upon you at every step; but I know 
not where to search for wisdom. . 

The merchants of the three naval islands, on 
whom has fallen mainly the whole expense of 
equipping the fleet, were compelled to make enor- 
mous sacrifices during the first year of the Insur*- 
rection, — partly from the vast number of vessels 
which it was at first thought tfecessary to employ, 
and partly from the very high pay which the sailors 
appear to have demanded ; from ten even to:fifteen 
dollars a month, were the wages usually received by 

interest, personal and national, to that which he volanteered to 
support, and of course insinuating that nothing would drive 
any man to make such a sacrifice, except madness; and in fact, 
I have often perceived that the people most disposed to ridicule 
and despise practical Phil-hellenism, are the very Greeks for 
whose benefit (fruitlessly^ I allow) it has been exerted. 
.., I cannot, however, agree with ray clever friend, that the cause 
of Greece would be materially assisted by any fresh importation 
of madness, from whatever market. I am even inclined to be- 
lieve that there is at present no great scarcity of that article. 
A supply, indeed, of political virtue, of disinterested patriotism, 
of upright integrity, honour, and honesty, might not be super- 
fluous: but these are commodities which the Greeks, unhap- 
pily, must be left to manufacture for themselves, , 



118 A Tisrr TO gbxbcx. 

Aem. However, in ISXSt the pay wii fixed $X 
Uty Greek piastrei (five dollimi) a montb, and stUI 
xcmaina at that rate. The number of ships in 
eommisflion was also reduced to nearly one half; 
and in 18SS a still smaller squadron was found 
suiBeient to foil the efforts of a hundred and four 
sail of Turkish ships of war. Indeed the entire 
number of vessels which the Hydriotes sent to sea 
last year was first, fifteen sail for one month only, 
to collect the taxes in the Archipelago, which was 
found to be extremely difficult without the presence 
of an armed force. Next, on the return of the 
Capitan Pacha from Patras, twenty vessels were 
equipped for two months, till the return of the 
Pacha to the Dardanelles ; and afterwards a small 
squadron was despatched, in conjunction with die 
Spezziotes, to the relief of Misolonghi, of which 
the expense was nearly covered by a donation or 
loan of Lord Byron. 

The entire monthly expense of each vessel is 
estimated on an average at 800 dollars; so that 
the total disbursement of the Hydriotes for the 
last year may be reckoned at something under 
60,000 dollars. Now the contributions of the 
smaller islands, which were devoted exclusively to 
the maintenance of the fleet, amounted to about 
26,000 dollars; and that of the Morea, for the 
same purpose, to 12,000 ; total 38,000 ; of which 
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Hydm nmy have rec^ved 17*000 ; so that her 
entire naval expooditure for last year may be caU 
culatfNJl at about 30,000 dollars. 

^ow this sum does not very mu^h exceed th^ 
•momt of her former oontributiona to the TurkiaK 
Gqvernmwt, The miere hiinitcb inde^ exceeded 
npt the tiifluig sum of five or six hundred doUars# 
But this island akme was also obliged to T ^^ in t riTV 
three hundred sidli^ for the use of the Turkish 
wvy I and their expense, on the supposition that 
they weiae kept w foot for six months, at thft 
rate of eight, nine, or ten dollars a m<»ith9 which 
I understand to have been the case, was not less 
than 16*000 dollars annually. Add to this th<i 
usual presents to Turkish offlo?rs, and the oodw 
sipnal extortions every wh^e attendant on OtUmuui 
domination, and the* whole fuuount will not be lest 
thim 90,000 doUari* 

Thus it would appear, that the repose wbieh is 
«0oy^ " imder the shadow of the Sublime Pcnrte,'' 
ia abnost as expensive as the independence which 
is defended against its ** omnipotence." We must 
not forget, however, that the establishment of that 
independence required more exertion and m6re sa-. 
crifices ; and when we consider that the commerce, 
horn which alone proceeded all the means of 
sacrifice, has been now for three years nearly 
extinct^ we shall be disposed to agree, that the 
honour and prosperity which wiU be the pror 
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bable ocHi$equence of the jfteomt contest, wiU 
hiive been unpaid for, or uamerited. 

I have bem anadouB for some jnHoniiation re« 
spectbg the diaaqpline of thk redoubtable navy, ^-^ 
respecting the regulaticHiB whi<^ are observed tn 
the conduct ol- each vessel sqpamtelj, and of the 
whde fleiet g^ierally, when united in actual ser- 
vice ; and I am not without fears, that the account 
which I am enaUed to give,, will i^pear abaelitfeljr 
incredible to these who bdieve eveiy thing to de- 
pend on marked distinction of rank, and strictness, 
if not severity, itf discifdine. 

In a Greek fleet, thare appears to eidst ndther 
any gradaticm of rank, nor any sort of disdp&e 
whateoever. An admiral doea indeed exsKoise tfae 
nominal command, but with very dij^t Ineans of 
* enforcing his orders, even on boasd hi» own 
vessel. All the rest is pure democracy. Every 
sailor is made acquainted with, the object of every 
expedition, and generally fbrms^ and sometimes, 
offeors, his own particular, opinkm, as to Uie best 

* I was ooce in company^ at Hydra, with the popular 
Meouli, when he was detained half an hour on the beach, 
waiting for his own boat's evew, who were drinking at a neigh- 
bouxing tavem ; and when they at last arf&^d^ qnite uocoo* 
scions of any irregularity, the good admiml privately confessed 
that they had made their appearance sooner than he expected. 

In the want of force, every point must be carried by manage- 
mo^jb.ind addi^ss,-^ iiystein of commaDd for which tb^ XJreei^ 
cfaariv^ i#7pMillf|fly'adBpttdv - v c '^ : r '. " ' • ' " . 
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mettis of acoompUsfaing it. And, ^rere it not tiiat 
every individual b aimnated with die most violent 
hatred aganst the Oommom enemy, ai^' is strongly 
sensible of the advantages of imanimity, I c$a^ 
peroeive no tie by whidi a fleet so constituted 
eeiild be held together for an hour. Indeed, I 
have heard, a freqpMnt cempiaint, that the admiral, 
atihe moment of- some important c^Kration, has 
often made at day-break the melancholy disooreky , 
that maoy of hiB squadnm have deserted him in 
the n^fat; some, perhaps, on avitit to their fa^' 
milies at home, and others in pursuit of some pri-i 
vate sch^ne at profit or plunder. The sight t)f 
a:" fide flock of Aeep, grazing on a neighbouring 
alMre, heto been known not nnfrequehtly to seduce 
feom obedience the least disorderly among the Hd^ 
lenic marineirs. • ' 

It is for these^ and skn^ar reasons, that the 
Gitieks, notwithstandiEng th^ir occanonal successes, 
have, hi fact, lost many eiEcellent opportmritiesof 
action: nor do I bdieve that they could .keep the 
sea for a week against any naval enemy^ except 9 
Turk or. an Austrian. . ^ 

On board their vessels separatdy, the only at* 
tempt at subordmation which I have ever per- 
ceived' or heard of is at meals, and I know not 
whether this be not an inventicm peculiar ' to 
Hydriote {Hide. The captain dines alone, 'and 
the mate, (the nostr^ uomo, who ttcts la Heuteiiantfy) 
also munches his beans and caviar in solitude. Next 
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in respect ore four of the dder aailon^ who geotrdly 
«tand at the hebn, and who alao have a aepaimta 
table« Thete five, if we like, we may oall oflBoera, 
and, indeed, the nuite is often a tiitgwan or oon* 
nezion of the captain, and has, therefore, some 
claim to that title. Again, the common saUoea 
have a subdiviabn of messes, r^^olated, I beliiv% 
aooording to their age, and observed with scnk 
pulous severity. 

Now, though I cannot learn that any soul on 
board (except the captain, who is generally own^,) 
possesses any acknowledged authority over any 
Other, yet I am still persuaded that the above 
eulinary distinctions act in some measure as a sub* 
statute for real gradation of rank, and are of use 
in the introduction of some sort of di«»}dtne« 
At any rate, they contain the rudiments of a 
system, which, undesr better circumstances, will 
probably be brought to considerable perfection; 
for the Greeks possess all the materiids for aa 
excellent navy ; and, in some of the most useful 
qualities of sailors, as adroitness, activity, ing^ 
nuity, they are individually inferior to no seamen' 
in the world. 

The first step towards the aocompUshment of 
this object must, of course, be the establishment 
<:^ a national fleet; but, for this purpose^ 8om# 
years of peace, and some stability of govemm^tf 
are unfortunately necessary. 



A vxsxT to aftsxct. Ml 



XIII. 

Napoli di Romania^ March y IftMf. ' 

I 7XKP myself here in the focus of a civil war, and 
though it be merely one of those passtng evils tnoU 
dental to every Revolution, I will enter into % 
few details respecting its origin. They will throw 
lome light, perhaps, on the permanent character of 
the insurrection, and the future hopes of Greece. 

Greeks, under the Ottoman yoke, were either 
brigands or slaves. To submit to every insult, or 
to defy eveiy la^^, was the terrible alternative. 
The insurrection broke out; and, in the confusion 
attending its commencement, it was natural that 
those accustomed to riot and disorder should as% 
sume the command over those whose habit had 
been obedience. 

The leader of the Klephtie or Robber party, was 
Theodore Colocotrono. Descended from a race of 
noble bandits, he bad obtained some personal ho« 
nour in his hereditary profession, before his admiak 
sion into the English service ; and, in the interval, 
during a residence of some months (or years) at 
Zante, he had exercised with success the trade of 
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a butcher. He was called to the Morea very early 
in the Revolution. A fortunate engagement in the 
neighbourhood of Tripolizza established his mili- 
tary character, and the plunder of that city in 
October, 1821, provided him with the most ef- 
fectual means of supporting that character. 

The party properly Elephtic gradually acquired 
many adherents in the Morea, and several distin- 
gidshed persons who had never practised bri- 
gandage became associated with it; some from 
mere love of military license, many from their 
connexion with the family of their chief, and many 
from ambition ^d avarice. These, united, formed 
the party of the Capitani, in which more indeifimte 
and sonorous name, its Klephtic origin was merged 
and forgotten. Fetro Bey, Deliyanni, and others, 
obtained some estimation and authority ; but Co- 
locotroni was still the idol ; and, during the first 
year of the insurrection, he possessed, in spite of 
the name of Ypsilanti, almost unlimited influence 
in the Morea. 

In the mean time, Alexander Maurocordato 
and Theodore Negris were respectively exerting 
their pacific talents at Misolonghi and Salona, to 
give shape and consistency to the chaos of Revo- 
lution. In the winter of 1821, at the invitation of 
Ypsilanti, and under the auspices of Maurocordato, 
the whole political talent of Greece assembled at 
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PiAda*; and, early in the spring following, came 
forth the constitution, misnamed the " Law of 
Epidaurus."*' Maurocordato was appointed Pre- 
sident of the Executive, and enjoyed, for some 
.months, in name and in reality, the principal 
authority in Greece. 

Two causes are mentioned as having contributed 
to diminish his influence. The first was his pre- 
mature attack on the power of the Capitani^ in the 
person of Odysseus, which that artful partizan 
had the address to avert; and the second was, 
his assumption of the military character, and de- 
parture for Misolonghi. His absence from the 
Morea enilbled Negris, and others of his own party, 
to intrigue against him with success. 

On the other hand, the Capitani gathered 
strength from this disunion; and their complete 
triumph over the invading army of Dramali Pasha 
in the ensuing August, put them for the moment 
into the real possession of their former power. 
But the constitution, though darkened, was not 

« Pi&da is beautifully • situated on the shore of Argolis, 
nearly opposite to E^na^ and a few miles distant from Epi- 
daurus. Ill built and ill provided, it still offered more re- 
sources to the Confess than any neighbouring town, and was 
therefore selected to be the birth-place of the. Greek consti- 
tution. But the first act of that classical body was to defraud 
Piida of the honour which it had merited^ and to a£Fiz to their 
^* Law/' the more ancient and historical name of Epidaurus. 
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VLtinguished; And» in the spring of 1898» it m^« 
i fredi eiFort at the celebrated Congress of Astros* 
A few alterations were, on this occasion, intro* 
dttced ittto the body of the constitution, and it is 
tather singular, that they were of a tendency dik 
cidedly anti-military. But the Capitani overlookid 
bt despised sudi trivial operations, in their anidety 
for more obvious and substantial advantages. They 
filled four out of five places in the Executive 
with members of their own party ; and, believing 
that they had thus acquired the impunity to vio- 
late (perhaps destroy) the entire system^ they felt 
little interested about the details of its conforma'' 
tion< The violmit expulsion of Maurooordato 
from the Morea was one of the many acts of law- 
less tyranny which disgraced the reign of this 
rapacious ministry ; and, at last, the very privacy 
of the Legislative Body> assembled at Argos^ was 
violated by the son and soldiers of Colocotroni, 
and the archives seized and carried *away« Mat- 
ters were now brought to a crisis. The majority 
of the Legislative transferred their sittings to 
Crenidi, a town of Argolis, on the gulf of Na- 
]pdli; and, having previously summoned and di^ 

# 'They were recovered the same eveiiiog by a Government 
Capitaflo named Zacharopulo^ a convivial person, who had the 
Addtesi to intoiicate with impunity the principal officers of the 
eth^f party, And then to tob them of their spoil. 
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posed ^ Petfo Bey, Soteri Chuidaixibi) and An- 
drte MetAxa, members of tho late e:!cecutive5 they 
filled the vacant seats by a fHydriote, a Spe22iote, 
and a Romeliote ; the minority, consisting chiefly 
of Moraite members, retired to Tripoli22a^ the 
residence of Colocotroni, and the other eK-ministers* 

The main support of the constitution nov rested 
on the Islanders ; and, most fortunately for Greece^ 
thebr interests coincided with their duty. Upcm 
them had fallen the principal expenses of the war^ 
and the Morea had not contributed its quota to 
defray them. The deficit in the Moraite contri^ 
bution was occasioned by the private extortions or 
embezzlements of the military, and, therefor^j 
(would that I could honestly assign a more ho- 
nourable motive,) the Islanders proclaimed their 
hostility to the Capitani. 

The desire of possesnng the beautiful fortress, 
under whose shadow I am writing, was another 
stimulus to their cupidity. Napoli, on its evacu- 
ation by the Turks, had been occupied by the 
Moraite soldiers, and Panos, the eldest son of Co- 
locotroni, assumed, under the title of Phrourarch, 
the most absolute authority. 

« Colocotroni had voluntarily resig^ned, some months beffore 
this time. Zaimi^ the fifth member^ though a captain^ is a 
constitutionalist. 

t Condourriotti^ Boutasi^ and Coletti. Boutasi> as well as 
Theodore Negris^ is said to have lately died of a fever at Napoli. 
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Much negotiation had abeady taken place, and 
the cession of the fortress had been frequently and 
vainly demanded. At length, the ^^ * Crenidiotes^ 
determined to commence hostilities, and reduce it 
to submission by blockade. 

• I was, at that moment, at Hydra, anxious to 
return to Napoli, where I had left most of my 
papers and property; but a strict embargo was 
already laid on every boat in port. Under these 
circumstances. Admiral Meouli, who was on the 
point of sailing to blockade the place, offered me 
a passage in his own ship, and promised to find 
the means of sending me on shore. I accepted the 
proposal with gratitude. At three, P.M., on the 
18th instant, we anchored at " the Mills,'' (Myli,) 
about six miles distant from the city ; and, on the 
very same evening, I had an opportunity of cross- 
ing the gulf, and was allowed, without difficulty, 
to land at Napoli. 

. « The term by which the CoDfltitutiOQalists were contemptu- 
ouily called by the other party. 
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XIV, 

Napoli di Romania^ March^ 1824. 

The situation of Nauplium (Na^J^Xiov, for so it 
is still written, and sometimes pronounced) is 
worthy of its heroic antiquity; nor do I recollect^ 
indeed, any where to have beheld a scene of more 
imposing grandeur than that which surroimds you, 
as you trace the little sheep-track running alon^ 
the sea-shore at the foot of the Palamedes. That 
noble rock, crowned by its * impregnable fortress, 
overhangs you on one side, while the long. and 
irregular gulf, opening into the distant Egean, 
dashes up its spray on the other. Beyond the gulf 
ore the bold and broken mountains of Lacedaemon, 
carelessly scattered along the shore; and, from be- 
hind them, the broad and snowy head of Taygetus 
rises, as from a plain, in dreary but unrivalled 
magnificence. This narrow and soHtary path may 
some day be the Academus of Napoli, — ^the school 

'l^ It 18 true^ indeed^ that the Greeks surprised the Palamedes 
one stormy night shortly before the surrender of Napoli. Not* 
however, till they had well ascertained^ that it had been already 
abandoned by the enemy. 

K 
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where the children of free and regenerate Greece will 
lament the miseries, or venerate the daring par- 
triotism, of their Fathers^ while the spectacle of the 
distant mountains will fill them with the perpetual 
recollection of the most yirtyous of their Ancestors. 
They will compare the exploits of the one and of 
the c^^er,-^the;^ w^ cqmpiu:^ the cafMses in which 
they blefl, the enemies ov^r whon^ they triumphed; 
they will find a similarity in them aH ; and, when 
History shall have thrown its mellowing tints over 
the deformities of this Revolution, they will be- 
stow the same admiration on the modem, as on 
the ancient, liberators of their country, and unite 
the names of Niketas and Leonidas in their songs 
and their festivals. 

« 

When Greece shall be independent and united, 
under whatsoever form of government, NapoU will^ 
I doubt not, be selected for its capital. The vici- 
nity of this city to the luxuriant plain of Argps on 
the one side, and to the commercial islands of the 
Archipelago on the other,^ its unassailable strength^ 
and the security of its po^t, mark it out distinctly 
for the capital of 9, mercantile oQuntry ; and such 
mu^t Gireece be, if it intend, to be any thipg. 1 
can perceive no other objection to it than the large 
marsh which extends from the head of the gulf for 
two or three milea inland^ a^ lyhich re^ders the 
QitiuUioii, at certain aeaacuis, very iuawholosome;^ bul 
this evil will be rapidly removed, as somi a» 
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Gveeic industry and entorpiise wbill be directod by 
m vigorous and inteUigont GoTernment. Tho * city, 
9B having been inhabited exdusiTely bj Turks^ is 
by far the best built in Greece; the greaJter part 
of it has eaeaped the XEgunet of war, and the forti- 
fications appear not to have sustained ^ny damagt. 
There may be seven or eig^t thousand people now 
living here; but the city, if the ruined portion 
shall be riiiliully reconstructed, will easily contain 
double that number. Some improvements have 
already been made on the Marina; and, while phi- 
lanthropic foreigners are establifihing (cat threatei^ 
ing to establish) schools, presses, and laboratories, 
in every comer of the country, this lively and un- 
scholastio people has already elected, for its own 
civilization, an excellent Cafe aux billards. 

I should be sorry to appear paradoxical ; but I 
am not at all certmn, that the path which the 
Gredcs have chosen for themselves is not surer and 
shorter than that by which their foreign friends 
would conduct them. Greeks, I fear, must be 
Europeanized before they can be dvihzed, — they 
must adopt our manners, before they will imitate 
onr customs,-^they must dress, ride, sit, eat, play, 
Wite us, b^Eore they will seriously emulate our 
studies or our instructions. Introduce a taste for 
our amusements^ and other tastes will gradually 

* I could not learn that either thre city or fortress contain 
any remains of antiquity. 

K2 



132 A VISIT TO GBEECE. 

follow ; give them *Teleinachus to read, and 
they will hereafter pore over Newton, — build them 
a theatre now, and in fifty years they will build 
hospitals for themselves. 

I. have frequently seen and conversed with the 
■Phrourarch, Panos Coloootroni. He is a very 
ycning man, of most prepossessing manners and 
appearance, and of abundant talents. His perfect 
natural politeness makes amends for the indifference 
of his education. He speaks and reads Italian with 
tolerable facility, and in the midst of foreign and 
domestic war, in the latter of which, at least, he is 
playing a most distinguished part, he applies him- 
self occasionally to the study of French. That the 
son of Theodore Colocotroni, a man who has been 
successively a robber, a butcher, a soldier, a par- 
tisan, and again a robber, should have many faults, 
is not at all surpriidng : that he has any virtue is 
our only marveL For his reputed insolence and 
imperiousness, Capitan Panos is obliged perhaps. to 
the circupastances under which he has passed the 
last three years of his disorderly life. His avarice 
may be hereditary or professional ; for avarice is a 
distinctive quality in the character of all Capitani, 
and is believed to be the only passion of their chief, 
his father. 

* I was surprised one day, on making a visit to Panos Colo- 
cotroni, to discover the young soldier earnestly engaged in the 
•tudy of Telemachas, 
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It is painful to observe to what a dangerous 
extreme this passion often carries them. The very 
day before I arrived at Napoli, the soldiers had 
mutinied; and, in consequence of repeated refusals 
of their arrears of pay» had actually seized the Fa- 
lamedes, and held it, in defiance of their com- 
mander, tiU he discharged the whole of his debt. 
The Slim for which he risked the loss of his entire 
authority was at last only ten thousand piastres, 
(two hundred pounds,) and even for this, thou^ 
believed to possess above a million piastres, he 
made application to his father at Tripolizza. His 
father referred the application to the few members 
of the Legislative who were residing, under the 
name of Government, in that dty, and actually 
obliged them to advance the money. No one pities 
the sufferers ; but all consider it an act of very fair 
retribution, that those who have seceded from the 
constitution, which it was their duty to protect, 
should pay the penalty of their apostacy .' 
' One afternoon, I happened to pay my respects 
to Capitan Pahos at s(Hne moment of particular' 
interest. I found him surrounded by his divan 
of shaggy officers and soldiers, seated and stand- 
ing, in every attitude^ and loaded with arms : and,' 
moving among them, as if for contifast, I per-' 
ceived, with surprise, his very young and beautiful 
bride. Her light-hearted gaiety and graeefubiesa 



184 A VISIT TO GftEXCE. 

infused a singular sort of animatioh into the g^06lny 
assembly. 

Another lady, of equal distinction, and more 
notoriety, assisted at this extraordinary ooundil' of 
war. Most people have heard of the " heroine *" 
Bobolina ; this important pei^son was born at Hy- 
dra; but as her husband, to whose large property 
she has succeeded, was a native of Spe^zia, her 
usual residence is in that island. She displayed 
much zeal in the beginning of the Revolution, and 
quipped several vessels for the naval service ; she 
directed, too, her attention towards the Mor^; 
ihe formed an early connexion with Colocotroniy 
and shared, if she be not much belied, no trifling 
{iroportlon of the plunder of Tripolizza. Sh« 
dertainly entered that city a few days after itM 
^pture, while its streets were yet reeking with 
blood. In a kind of triumph, on horseback, astride^ 
after the manner of Orientals and Amazons. Sincd 
that period, she has married her pretty daughter to 
Capitan Pailos, thus strengthening her Continemtal 
influence; while old Coloeotroni obtained by the 
eonnexion the sup]^rt of a oonriderable party in 
Spezzia. Thus, then, is Bobolina, at the same 
lim^y an Islander and a Capitana. 

Nodiing is so dull and unpopular as truth : are 
W6 not edudaled in the flattering belief that he^ 
ranes are a species distinctively valiant, generous^ 
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ind diihiteR8ted,-^BurpiiMiiigly beautiful^ lind itf 
anfiidiDg youth P such oU^hi to be the hsdaii 
Bobolintt; And it ii not without iductanefe tfaAt I 
Ath Uought to confess that tUs warlike lady, Ihd 
Hif^tiolyta <^ the nineteenth omMty^ b old^ iii^ 
mannerly, ugly, fat, shapeless^ and avttricidus. 

Boine spirit of enterprise and speculation she 
AOM assuredly possesses, nor has she failed to turti 
it to T^ pilofitable use. 1?#0 mints hav^ be^ 
MabtiAed under her auspices, at l^p^sia and 
NiQiOli^ the rapid depreciation of the Turkish 
piastre, and the little intrinidc valile of the last 
gdd coinage^ have opened a lucrative field foi^ 
torgeiy t ' thfe Coinage has been imitated by thd 
Ureeks irith great sUccfess, and large quantities df 
it have been privately imported as Turkish monqr, 
Into various parts of Asia. Similar attempts were 
made to imitate the Spanish dollar^ but not with 
the same success; in weighty indeed, the f<ll*gAd 
seldom falls shoii; of the real dollar ; but the hi* 
difference of the execution makes them iristaritly 
distinguishable. In ttie mean time, this false coin* 
age has obtained very httle ditsulation among the 
Greeks ; that pecuniary people throws far too k^n 
a rfegaf d of sijnitiriy on a dollar or a inachirioodie, 
to be easily deceived as to its genuineness or value | 
«U, too, are aware of the fraud whieh it ia aH- 
tempted to impose upon, them^ and dl tfe W^ 
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acquainted with its heroic authoress,— so well, that 
the very name which they always apply to a false 
coin is the name of the lady to whose ingenuity 
they feel obliged for it ; and Bobolina^ if she be 
destined to any sort of immortality, will descend to 
posterity as a by-word. 

There is yet one other * heroine, of whom jus- 
tice and gallantry alike require me to say some- 
thing: her name is Mando; she is of the dis- 
tinguished Mavroyeni family, and is an inhabitant 
(if not native) of Miconi. She maintained many 
soldiers at the siege of Tripolizza, and has contii* 
buted liberally and zealously towards the success 
of the contest. She has reaped the rewards of 
disinterestedness : a house which she possessed near 

* I afterwaids heard still another well-authenticated story of 
a heroine^ but I am sorry to add that this lady was anonymous. 
A young Greek girl^ it seems^ of extravagant beauty^ marched 
with her brethren^ in male attire^ against Yussuf Pasha and the 
Lalliotes ; she was taken^ and brought before the Pasha. 
Yussuf was struck by the appearance of his prisoner^ and 
determined that so handsome a head should not be sent to Con- 
stantinople; he granted him life^ and even ordered him ad- 
mission among his own slaves. Here^ however^ whether from 
gratitude for the former favour^ or disinclination to the latter, 
the young soldier discovered her sex; the Pasha, of course, 
became instantly enamoured; the captive was obdurate and 
inflexible^ nor was it till after she had rejected many tempting 
bat exceptionable overtures,^ that she was at last admitted to the 
vacant sofo of hi9 fourth wife. 
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Napoli, and which contained much of her property, 
was very lately entered by a body of soldiers, 
plundered, and burnt ; and all this was done, as far 
as I can learn, without any provocation, and with 
the most perfect impunity. She has now retired to 
Tripolizza, where her intimacy is said to be re- 
spectfully courted by Demetrius YpsilautL She is 
described to be a tall, thin, unattractive person, of 
about five-and-thirty*. 

* I am toiry to be obliged to belie ve« that ^anos Colcotroni 
has been lately killed- in one of those civil broils, which con- 
tinue to disgrace the Insurrection^ and to damp the hopes and 
paralyze the exertions of the friends of Greece. — 2d Edition, 
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• XV. 

Argos, March, 1824. 

I DID not leave Napoli till oUiged by the yerj 
near approach of a body of Government soldiers 
from Crenidi, who are to establish the blockade 
of the city by land. That by sea is stiffldetitly 
enforced by two brigs, a Hydriote and a Spezziote. 
I received, in both my visits to that placet great 
civilities from Capitan Panos; and I trust that, 
whatever course the Revolution may ultimately 
take, that young man will be permitted and in- 
structed to direct his talents to the real benefit of 
his country. There can exist no possible reason 
why he should be involved in the ruin of his party, 
(for his party seems destined to ruin,) or even in 
the fate of his incorrigible father. Every thing 
may be hoped from the flexibility of youth, and 
the ♦Phrourarch of Napoli may hereafter draw his 

* I have been surprised to observe how little real power, 
with all their insolence and parade of despotism, these Capitani 
possess over their subjects, in consequence entirely of their 
notorious avarice. Panos had offered me hoives whenever I 



A VtflIT TO aBEfiCBt IM 

hMourable sword in defetlce of a con^tUutionid 
monarchy. 

*' The Mills,** before which the Admiral i» fcta- 
doned, have been lately fortified by PanoB^ and 
kre defended by a sufficient fon;e; and ih^ country 
between Argos and the head of the gulf is oceupied 
by the soldiers of Capitan Coliopulo, a very con* 
sequential gentleman, who possesses much influ«- 
ence in the neighbourhood of Caritena^ and Is 
suspected of some secret inclination towards the 
constitutional party. At the motnent of my arrival 
here, I saw a few shots fired from the ships, and 
there seemed to be a little bustle on the shor^, 
which lasted for five minutes. Preseiitly news ai^ 
rived that the Government had disembarked troops, 
And carried the Mills by storm. Not a soul was 
injured on either side. Most of the garrison are 
6ven said to have been straggling about the coun- 
try iii pursuit of plunder, at the moment of attack. 

should ohoose to leave Napoli^ btik when I applied for Uiem, 
it seined as if there were but one horse in the whole city 
over which he had any influence. Its owner was brought 
before him^ and it required a very long harangue^ and a 
thousand threats^ to induce him to engage to c6nvey me ai far 
BB Argosy and when^ at last, we left the hail together, tiie man 
asked me, whether I was to pay him for the horse, or Ca- 
pitan Paaos? 1 told him that I •faoold pay him. "Itt that 
esse," said he^ *M am at your service.'* 

O^ssens earries matters with a m«eh higher hand at 
Athens. 
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Treachery, of course, had preconcerted the whole 
affair. 

The present will prove, if I mistake not, the 
most innocent civil war on record. Scarcely a 
movement will be made, of which some intrigue 
shall not previously have secured the success. 
With abundance of negotiation, threats, promises, 
bribery, and perjury, there will happily be extremely 
little bloodshed. Greeks are any thing rather than 
hard fighters : indeed, they will never £ght, if 
they can avoid it, except under the most favourable 
circumstances of position, numbers, or darkness. 
A few hundred marksmen defend one of those 
impenetrable passes, with which the country 
abounds, against a body of Turkish cavalry, who 
present themselves, stupidly rather than cou- 
rageously, to be butchered and plundered. Any 
offensive movement is a surprise, generally noc- 
turnal. I know no single instance, during the 
whole contest, of a *battle well disputed, on equal 
terms, on fair open ground, and in the face of 
day. £v ii (pdzi xal oXgjerdy, is no longer the motto 
of Grecian heroism : " dolus an virtus''* is disco- 
vered to be the securer principle. 

The officer, commanding the Government troops 

* The battle of Petta approaches moat nearly to an exception ; 
but that was fought by Genhans, and lost by the treachery of 
Greeks. The battle of Carpenissi, in which the Of^eks attapkod, 
was a night action. 
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marching up from Crenidi, who may at most be 
five or six hundred in number, is named latrdki; 
he gained some distinction at the siege of Tripo- 
lizza. Capitan Zacharopulo headed the party 
that took the Mills. Neither are persons of high 
character or military reputation. 

I am detained here partly from the impossibility 
of obtaining horses, at any price, to proceed to 
Tripolizza; and partly, I think, from a little sus- 
piciousness in the officers commanding here. That 
I should be travelling in this country, and at this 
moment, for mere amusement or curiosity, is, of 
course, quite incredible; and, in spite of all my 
efforts to produce the contrary belief, I am sus- 
pected, I fear, of Phil-hellenism. It is in vain 
that I cry out for antiquities, and buy the rubbish 
that is presented to me : the Capitani frown upon 
me, and clearly take me for an agent of some 
Greek Committee or Philanthropic Society. How- 
ever, some letters which I am bearing from Panos 
Colocotroni to his father, will secure my departure 
for Tripolizza. A guard of soldiers is not said to 
be necessary, nor if it were, could I, under such 
drcumstances, obtain one. 

My host is a physician, a native of Corfu. He 
lives, with his wife and family, in wretched po- 
verty, in a dark and dirty mud cottage, and is 
clothed with extravagant splendour. The history 
of his habiliments proves to be this. After having 
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been entirely stripped,. in eompany with some un- 
fortunate French and Gennon PluL-helleBes, by a 
party of soldiers, he was driven by want to turn 
Capitano. He went to Athens, and commanded, 
during the first siege of the AcropoHs,^ a body of 
thirty men, without possessing (to use his own 
words) thirty paras to pay them. Fortune, how- 
«ver> favoured hia enterprise. The Turks made a 
sally; there was some skirmishing; and the Doc- 
tor had. the enviable honour to kill the best-dressed 
Mussulman of the party. He stripped the slain, 
mora majormn, and appropriating the greaves, 
hdmet, and. corset, decamped alone in the course 
of the following night, leaving his unpaid and 
hungry fbUawera to their own discretion, or to the 
eommand of some other adventurer as unprincipled 
and as beggarly as himself. 

As the .Government troops are expected to take 
^thia place in a few days, and thdff indisdpline is 
atremely dreaded^ the Ar^ves have in general 
hidden their property, and carried up their flocks 
into the mountains. My pocM* host, among the 
rest, has buried under the earthen floor (^ his 
hut, the few articles of any value which remain to 
faiin;. and stands prepared, within his bare mud 
walls, to encounter any storm of adversity. 

The fortress, overlooking the town e£ Argos, is 
Tvdl situated, but entirely out of repair, and un- 
jnmded with cannon; and y«t, in the famous 
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invasbn of DramaH Paaha, in July, 18St, Deine- 
trius Ypsalanti defended it for some days agaiqst 
the awkward effiirts c^ the Turkish army. On 
this oocasion, above two hundred shot were fii«d. 
by Ae enemy, of which ten only struck any part 
of the building. It is very possible, that the 
delay occasioned by this operation, which is en- 
tirely due to the courage of Ypsilanti, prevented 
the temporary re-occupation of the Morea. The 
Greeks were panic-struck by the unusual rapidity 
of the attack, and were quite disposed to desert 
their leaders, and disperse among the mountains. 
The first check received by the enemy instantly 
revived their confidence ; the Turks began to 
starve in the plains which had been already laid 
waste by the inhabitants, and no longer thought 
of advancing ; while Niketas and Colocotroni, with 
an. energy which wiU immortalize them, occupied 
the passes in their rear : it was better to perish by 
the sword than by famine, and the Mussulman 
rode into the passes, with his sabre in the sheath, 
and his hands before his eyes, the victim of des- 
tiny. A terrible carnage was committed with almost 
perfect * impunity ; and, if the Greeks, from fear 

* I possess a copy of a letter from Niketas to Odysseus^ 
giving an account of this affair. He estimates the loss of 
the Turks at above four thousand five hundred^ and that 
of his own soldiers at fifteen killed and wounded, and eight 
missing. 
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or neglect, had not left one road entirely linoc* 
cupied, by which most of the enemy escaped, the 
whole of the Ottoman army might have fSEdl^i on 
that spot. The name of the pass most fatal to the 
invader is Dervenaki : it lies on the fNrindpal road 
from Argos to Corinth. 
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xvr, 

Tnpolizzay March. 

In my way to thisi place, I fell in with a party of 
peasants, who related to me with great animation 
the following story, A body of government troops 
had approached Tripolizza, and Colocotroni or* 
dered his kinsman Niketas to inarch out against 
them ; upon which that popular patriot exclaimed, 
'^ S^nd me out to the frontiers to repel the whole 
fbrce of Turkey, and I am eager to obey ; but 
against my own brothers I will not march !'' On. 
my arrival here not many hours afterwards^ I 
]eai:nt that Niketas had already marched " against 
his own brothers,'' and was pursuing them with 
2eal and rapidity *. However, the speech is still 
related with enthusiasm, in defiance of the fact, 
and may possibly be destined to survive it. The 

■ • - 

* There are two Capitani named Niketas, and they were 
upon this occasion opposed. Colonel Stanhope tells us (on 
the authority, probably, of Papas Flesas) a very romantic story- 
of their encounter, and very properly recommends, it to the 
credulity of German committees, and the imagination of German 
dramatists The least distinguished of the two is the brother of 
Pfcpaa Flesas; the other, Niketas Tlamatelopulo, is the most 
yalia(it>themostactive^,and^ep(>ore*<of>h^capitoJ... , 

L 
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Greeks are full of the vwe la gloire prindple; 
they find it much easier to admire than to practise 
what is noble and disinterested; and when they 
shall be reformed and purified into a nation, they 
will most resemble, among the ancients, the Athe- 
nian peofde, and among modems, the French. 
. This city presents not at all the scene of entire 
devastation which the stories of its capture would 
lead us to expect. Some quarters, indeed, have 
suffered severely, but the main body and centre of 
the town, and the principal public buildings, re« 
main nearly uninjured. The extensive Bazars, 
fbrmerly occupied exclusively by Turks, are now^ 
as numerously attended, and as amply provided, 
by the industrious natives; and what they have 
lost in dignity and splendour, they have gained 
in bustle and activity. It is painful, however, to 
remark that the Bazar of the blacksmiths is that 
most frequented, and that the busiest traffic is in 
muskets, sabres, and attaghans. 

I can pretend to give no estimate of the popular 
tion; the circumference of the city, within the 
walls, may be about four miles; and the walls, 
though unable to resist the feeblest cannonade^ 
may be considered, for this country, as tolerably 
efficient; all the gates are built up except three, 
where a few soldiers are negligently stationed. I 
find all the inhabitants, and not least the military 

part^ extremriy disposed to acts of attentive dvi-^ 
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lity ; and in fact, this is the only Gredc town ib 
which I have yet set foot,^ where I pesfcatva a d0b> 
ddad disposition to respect the Euiopeaa costume, 
rather than to ridicule and insult it* I mean, not 
that I have been any where subject to absohite 
otttrage, but thcfre are a thcnisaiid Iktle sign% short 
of outrage^ which discover Ae dispomtioii of a 
people towards the stranger who is . corelassty 
mingling with them. 

I am the more surprised at this exception^ be- 
cause the population here is purdy Moraite ; and I 
had been prepared at Athens, and in the islandsi 
to expect in the Morea (dbould I dare to venture 
thither) nothing but viUany, lawkssnesa, and bru** 
tality ; and, in fact, I had sc«ne difficulty in pre- 
vailing upon an iBginetan servant to acoompaBy mt 
into this land of savages. My short expecwooe 
induces me to believe that the * MotBitm axe at 
least as honest and as orderly as their biother Helf^ 
lenes, and I mbtake if they be not rather more 
civilized. The peiisant of Attica^ indeed^ ia pn»- 
verbially respectable and inoffensive ; but I per- 
cdive in the native Moraite soldior, drawn also 
from the peasantry of the country, an anxiety to 
obHge, expressed with such natural politeness as to 
ccmtrast him most &vourably with the surly vaga- 
bond adventurers who keep guard at ijhe gates of 

*■ I nhottld^ peiliaps; except the Mainotes^ 

L2 
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Athens, or the insolent and umnaimerly sailor of 
Hydra or Spezzia* 

I have learnt with sorrow, but without surprise^ 
that the violent clmnge of drcumstances has pro* 
duced a sad revolution in the morals of the female 
part of the population; but this, if it be a ueces* 
aary, is happily only a temporary evil, and will dis» 
appear in the train of those calamitous events 
which have introduced it. . 
- If the Greek cause has suffered much injury 
ircnn the absurd exaggerations of those who have 
choseu to call th^nselves excludvely its friends, it 
iias also great reason to complain of the calumnies 
of its enemies ; and the massacre of Tripolizza has 
-been the favourite theme of the latter*. I have 
taken some pains to ascertain the truth of this 
affidr^ and a variety of infonnation has led me 
to believe,— -<first, that the city was fairly taken 
by assault*, and that the Turks, after the enemy 
bad entered, made a vigorous resistance in the 
-streets and houses ; next, that the Albani^ans, who 
-were privately treating with. the,beaegers, though 
the conditions were not yet ratified when the plac^ 
'was taken, were nevertheless spared by the con- 
vjquerors, and afterwards escorted out of the Morea 
in security; and lastly, that the carnage was not 
universal even among the Turks. We know that 
the whole of^Hurshid Paslufs harem was pre- 

* By surprise^ I mean, not by capitulation. 
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aerv^A and are assured that many wocoen and 
children, who were at the time reduced to slavery 
have since found means to retire into a Mahcmietao 
country. Besides which, the Turkish population, 
at the moment of the assault, was not nearly so 
numerous as has been represented^ An epidetnic 
fever, which had already made great ravages, is 
believed to have reduced it to about fifteen thour 
sand. That some studied cruelties, some ingenious 
devices of barbarity, w^e exercised upon the suft 
ferers cannot, I fear, be denied ; and herein Gieel^ 
brutality imitates, however imperfectly, the cha« 
racter of French republicanism. A Turk is mor^ 
manly in his rage; he is contented to be serious 
when he is savage ; his fury seeks only the * death 
of its victims ; he sees nothing ridiculotis in the 
4)ectacle of human agony. In the midst of his 
wildest madness, reeking and steaming with blood, 
he is at least free from that horrible infusion of 
frivolity, which can extract amusement from ma&r 
sacre, and convert the real tragedy of revolu^ 
tionary abominations into a fete or a farce. 

I believe, that the only step which the Greelf 
^vemment has yet made towards the improve* 
ment of the, people is the establidbment of a I^An^ 



* Impalement is a legal punishment, and I have nevej heard 
that it has been inflicted except deliberately, and by order of 
«oine 4>lficer, .... 
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eastartAii idhool ftt Tripoliiift. A mosque hifi; bMii 
ctedkftbd to tluit purpCM«; th» pimbnt nuultr 
WM educated in the tohools c»f YaM and Buduu 
rMs and appean a zeoloua and intelligent peraon« 
I was amused to pereeive the youngest ton of 
Coloootmni) a very fine boy, not more than ten or 
twelte yean old, flptendidly dressed and loaded 
*irfth pUttols and attaghans, strutting about the 
place, and imperiously directing his school-fellows, 
-"-as if to prove to them that arms must ev«r pre* 
rail over learning, and that the dominion of the 
oajHtsini (like that ot the Sultan) was hereditary 
imd eternal I 

I have presented myself three or four times at 
the levees of Colocotroni, and have received from 
him repeated assurances of his peculiar respect for 
the English nation, and his attadnnent to its indi- 
vidual members ; and in fact, he knmediately {pro- 
vided me with an excellent lodging which I could 
not otherwise Imve procured. These professions 
amuse me the more, as the old hjrpocrite is notod- 
ously anti'^ Anglican, and is continually and pub^ 
lidiy accusing the British Government o[ designs 
to occupy and enslavie t)ie Morea. His mannen^ 
hiiWever, to do him justice, are utterly devoid of 
urbanity, and, like his countenance and dress, are 
precisely those which best become a distinguished 
captain of banditti. His court seems to consist of 
about fifteen capitani^ who seat themselTW ml th# 
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flofik whieh linei three siikt of hit 'tpaciattt halli 
fram the walk are suspended Turkish muskets 
jBurioii^y inlaid^ with numy valuable pistals #04 
adhres/ His ca{iitaiii ai^e as filthy a crew tm I ever 
11id)e]d> aad fior the naost part iU-lookiug^ and very 
meanly attired; but the moat misenibiy starving 
wretch that I have observed anumg them, h a 
Papas, or priest, booneted and bearded, but stitt 
military. The usual caveriag for their bead is 
nothiog more than the red osip of the country; 
but there are generally two or three ot the yvrty 
who think prefer, fiom whatsoever feeling of va« 
mty, to burden themselves with extremely large 
aad sbiqpeless turbans ; Colocx^roni takes little no- 
tice of any a[ them, and seldom rises at their 
^ntraaoe. The fourth side of the room is occupied 
by a tiumber of .soldiers, who remain standing; 
upon some occasion CdbootEoni thought pnoper 1^ 
command them to retire, — they obeyed reluctantly 
and dowly, and in a very few minutes returned in 
parties of two or three, t.nd n&oocupied their eta* 
jtkm* Th^» is no amoking, nor any dveukitiim of 
co£Pee or oonveraation. This singularly dull scene 
may last about twenty minutes, and then, on some 
rignai from the Chief , the p«ty rise and disperse. 

Demetrius Ypsilanti is Uving here in perfect 
privacy ; I have had some friendly communication 
with him, and believe him to be an honest, well« 
disinterested patriot; but he possesses. 
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fmhappQy, neither vealth, nor talents, nor mere 
physical power, sufficient to qualify him for any 
eminent ratuation dvil or military, and the magi6 
of his name is now very nearly passed away^ Be- 
ades which, he has a violent personal jealousy of 
Maurocordato, which will prevent him, I fear^ 
from any cordial co-operation with a person whose 
energies are proved hy every collioon to be so far 
superior to his own. It is, possibly, frcun this 
very discreditable motive that he allows himself to 
be made the oocafflonal tool of the military party*. 
Petro Bey is a fat, duU, well-looking personage, 
who is addicted to no particular class of political 
opinions, and appears peculiarly unaili^ened by 
any sort of foreign informaticm ; he is understood 
to have made great progress (for an oriental) m 
the science of gastrcmomy, and is bdieved to ht 
willing to embrace any form of government yiMch 
will leave him riches, and give him peace, abiin« 
dance, and security. It is then imagined that he 
would introduce French cookery among the Main*- 
otes, as an excellent substitute for the indiflRsrent 
potations of their Spartan ancestors^ ' 

* It should be mentioned, however jUiat this jeslouBy did not 
prevent him from making great exertions^to relieve MiMolonghi^ 
when defended by his rival in the winter of 1822, 
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xvn. 

Tripoltzza^ Marck^ 1823. 

The Greeks in general discuss their present poli- 
tical condition (and what other subject is now 
interesting to any Greek ?) with great freedom and 
good sense. They believe too that they are per- 
fectly acquainted with their own interests, and 
that no foreigner can be equally so. They even 
speak with great moderation of the treatment 
(howeT«p discouraging and unexpected) which 
they liave received from their fellow-christians be- 
yond'the^ Adriatic. 

Austria has courted and secured their hatred; 
but, mixed with that hatred, common as it is to 
the breast of every Greek, I have frequently ob- 
served a strong feeling of contempt, which is not 
so easily accounted for. 

The conduct of the French ships of war sta- 
tioned in the Archipelago, is considered, with some 
exceptions, to have done them honour; but it 
would seem, that some persons, professing to be 
deputies from the knights of Malta, who have 
lately been intriguing at Hydra^ with no very in«. 
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telligible object, have excited great suspicions as to 
the disinterestedness of French Phil-hellenism. 

As to England, notwithstanding occasional com- 
pliments with which I am flattered on the liberality 
of our institutions and sentiments, I cannot peroeive 
any great denre to court our protection, or any 
great preference for our character. At present, 
indeed, we are in high favour with the constitu- 
tional party, from the increafflng expectation of the 
success of the loan; but this is all. The only key 
to their affections is the loan. They ask neither 
for our coimsels, nor our hospitals, nor our of- 
ficers, nor our Lancastrian schools. They piOi- 
fess to need no aid that the world can afford tbem« 
except money. Every species of advantage and 
improvement is comprehended by them in that 
dear word. 

The dread of poverty being removed, still aie 
there two other evils which they deprecate with 
almost equal fervency, — Russian jwotecticm and 
Turkish domination. On these two points, there 
is no variation of (pinion. Thqr look hack to the 
birth of their Kevolution : th^ recollect that it 
was the hand of Russia which threw the first snake 
into the in&nt'^s cradle. Th^e was sometfai]!^ un- 
natural, (they say,) something of infanticide, in 
that act. They nourish the remembraDoe of i^ in 
the bottom of ^ir hearts, and ag^ will not be 
long enovj^ to efface it 
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' AgaiB)' the mere ponilMlity of rebipsitig undec 
die Ottoman yoke is ever treated with ahniute 
derision. Tfaeee heroes a{q)ear to think it lets 
difficult Am* Oreeoe to overthrow lite thnme of the 
Sultans, than for the Sultan to re^staUish his 
eresoent on the soti of Greeoe. 

This confidence, which now amounts to absolutr 
presumption, is the natural and almost n eoesua ry 
consequence oi their circumstances. Unassisted, 
unprotected, against prudence, and almost i^ainst 
hope, they have now, for three years, continued 
to contend, with occasional success, against the 
mighty ^Apire of which they had loug formed a 
'very inagn^cant portion. The being whom they 
had beeninstructedto dread and toobey, proves, on 
-experience and colhston, to possess energy, activity, 
tafents, far inferior to themselves. Astonished at 
the discovery, they fly to the opposite extitme, 
and ^Echange their reverential terrmr £or a con- 
tempt so excessive, as to be scaroely moited eren 
-by the Turkish government. I am sometimes 
disposed to fear, thiA this unlimited insolence of 
^irit will lead them into some reveise ; and I am 
quite sure that any sudden increase of vigour on 
die part of the Turks exerted against mk enemy 
perfectly unprepioed for any such change^ would 
prove, in the first inataace suocessful; but m 
the fint instaaee only. There is a happy dasddty 
in die fibstk. efaaoKtc^, whicli jrould pnveiit iM»« 
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manent depression, and probably occasion a re- 
acticm upon the aggressor nearly proporticMiate to 
the violence of the aggressbn* The Greeks, after 
all, possess the capability of greater exertions than 
any which have yet been required of them. They 
possess ener^es which the blundering incapacity 
of the Turk has not yet called into action; and 
I have little doubt that on toe appearance of any 
very inuninent danger frara their present enemy ^ 
they would discover resources sufficient to avert or 
dispel it. 

I have been assured that there was a period in 
the Revolution when the Greek government was 
ready to have listened to very moderate terms cS. 
accommodation with Turkey, concluded under the 
mediation of the Allied Powers. If this be true, 
I am quite certain that that disposition is now 
nearly extinct, and I have ^ome apprehension that 
it wiU not easily be revived. Absolute and un- 
conditional independence must now be the basis of 
any treaty by whomsoever guaranteed* Any pro- 
posal, however advantageous, which rested not on 
that foimdation, would meet, I think, with jio 
serious attention. 

On this point, I cannot help expresang my con- 
viction, that the Greeks are rather guided by their 
vanity than the consideration of tiieir real interest. 
The great <»use of their actual success, and the 
only hope of their future greatness, is an Bctiv^e 
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application to commerce. There are already many 
who are suffering most severely from its present 
suspension, and whose sufferings will rapidly in- 
crease, as the contest shall be prolonged. Nor is 
tills evil confined to the mercantile portion of the 
population, — primates^ priests, artisans^ and pea- 
sants, ally except the few Cajutani who are pro* 
fiting by the general confusion^ unite in the cla* 
xniHrous cry for peace. But for how many years 
may not thar clamours and their miseries be con* 
tinned before the Grand Seignior shall be reduced 
to acknowledge the independence of Greece i Know 
they not, that the Turk is at least as obstinate as 
Jbie is impotentji and that the very substitute for 
power in which he wraps himself is arrogance and 
haughtiness? From a Government, thus bloated, 
and nourished only by pride> do they expect a 
voluntary confession of its^ own imbecility ? Or do 
they perceive a disposition in the Christian powers 
(in Austria, for instance, or in Russia?) to interfere 
with arms in their favour ? For any expectation that 
they can,, by their own means, extort such an ac- 
knowledgment, and march the * unpaid ragga-p 
muffins of Odysseus to the gates of Constant^ioplei 
is beneath our ridicule. Thus then they would 

• In June, 1823, Gourra's soldiers mutinied for their arrears 
of pay, and made a secession to the temple of Theseus. Co- 
lonel Stanhope mentiont a second mutiny for the same leasc^ 
4n th^ last spriogv . ..! 
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seem to destine themselves to a long continuance 
of defennve warfare, which will become every suc- 
ceeding year more irksome, more unpc^ular, and 
more dangerous. 

I know not whether Fortune, who has most sin* 
gularly befriended the Greeks throughout all the 
details of their Revolution, may have ether and 
more esstetial favours in store for them, — ^whether 
she be secretly preparing any sudden change, mo- 
ral, physical, or political, which shall put them 
in possession at the same time of peace and inde- 
pendence. For my own part, with circumstances 
simply as they now exist, I should not be sorry to 
see the quarrel arranged tmder European medi- 
ation, in any manner which secured their advan- 
tage, though it might oflfend their vanity; nor, 
if I could ensure for them the reahty of independ^ 
ence, would I dispute very obstinately about the 
name : the thing once obtained, the name follows 
as a matter of course. 

To be a little better understood, I will give a 
T«ry short sketch of the kind of treaty, the con- 
clusion of which might, I think, be affected by 
any tolerable union among the mediating powers, 
and of which the results Would be entirely in &- 
vour of Greece, 

1. The Greeks shall continue dependent on the 
SuUime Porte, paying a nominal tribute. 
S. All Western Greece south of Arta^ all East- 
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em south of Thermopylae, the Morea, and all the 
European Islands of the Archipelago, shall be left 
entirely to their own Gk)yemment, nor shall any 
Turkish oiScer or soldier reside there on any pre- 
text whatsoever. 

5. Crete shall be retained by the Turks^ (being, 
in fkct, entirely in their possession.) 

4. The Greeks shall trade with all Turkish 
ports, and shall enjoy the privil^^es of the moat 
&voured European flags. Their commeroe shall 
be placed under the protection of the ministers or 
consuls of the mediating powers* 

6. The trade of the Black Sea shall be open to 
the Greeks, with the same privileges* 

The flag, under which the Greeks should be al- 
lowed to trade in Turkish ports, though a question 
of apparent trifling importance, would probably 
create some dii&culty and discussion. In fact, in- 
dependent, the Hellenes would ill brook the pro- 
tection of the Crescent. Nominally dependent, 
they would be expected to hoist the banner of 
their Suzerain Lord the Sultan. However, this 
point, from the analogy of the Barbary Powers, 
must also be conceded by the Porte. 

6. The mediating powers shall guarantee the 
execution of the treaty. 

Otherwise, the Turkish populace would murder 
the crew of the first Greek vessel that ventiired to 
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enter their ports, and the Government would per- 
mit or encourage the repetition of such outrages. 

I cannot help thinking that some such arrange- 
ment as the above is practicable, if the mediating 
powers could be brought sincerely to unite for its 
accomplishment. Its first effect would at least be 
honourable to all parties, — ^the termination of a 
mismble contest, marked hj every species of hor- 
ror and abomination, which is desolating one of 
the fairest countries under Heaven, and which 
reflects almost equal disgrace on the unhappy 
wretches who are engaged in it, and on the spec-i 
tators, who possess, in unfeeling inactivity, the 
means to arrest it *• 

^ See Appendix^ Art. I, 
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XVIII. 

Tripolizza, Aprils 1824-. 

When the ooptinental cabinets of Europe shall at 
last perceive, that there is no kager any prospect 
of the subjugation or extirpation of the insurgents ; 
when they shall at last be brought to confess, 
th|it ahnost half a million of human beings whom 
they have allowed to be sacrificed in their presence, 
have poured forth their innocent blood in vain; 
and that the nerveless arm of the Sultan is unequal 
to the task of restoring the social order of his do- 
minions, — then, perhaps will the philanthfophic 
president of the Holy Alliance and its pacific and 
social minister \mite with the British Government 

« 

in the easy effort of obliging the Sublime Porte to 
sonde, sort of convention with its intractable rebels. 
The nature and object of the convention will, 
I trust, be some such as that of which I have ven- 
tured to propose a sketch ; and, in that case, my 
first and most ardent hopes with regard to Greece 
will be realized. She will be virtually independent, 
she wiU have leisure to improve her resources, to 
fortify her frontiers, to regulate her navy, to re- 
establish her commerce, and to double her popu« 

M 
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lation ; for it cannot be doubted that numbers of 
those Greeks, whom the treaty shall leave under 
the Turkish Government, will emigrate with their 
property, and settle, among their autonomous 
brethren. 

Flattering as may appear this prospect of rapid 
advancement to honour and happiness, one requi-- 
mte only is necessary to seculis it, — an honest and 
vigofous Government. But how to estiibUsh thi!» 
Government F Here openib ati iittiift^astitable field, 
in which those who ate fonder than tnj&f^ of po- 
litical specukticm, fiiay expatiate as widely as they 
will. I enter it with extreme diffidatce, and shall 
escape from it as speedily as possible. 

It is quite certain^ that the great majority of the 
nation is at this moment in favour of a oonstttu- 
tional miHiarchy* But whpm are they to select foi* 
their monarch.^ No Greek can ever be generally 
pc^mlar in Greece. Maurocordato is execrated by 
the Capitani ; who, though they may soon cease to 
be powerful as a party, will ever possess ttittch 
individual influence ; and I know not whether even 
his wannest friends and admirers would go so fta* 
ms to make him their king. Demetrius Ypsilanti 
has lost, by his want of energy, the confidence of 
all parties. His brother Alexander is considered 
an enthusiast, and Capo d'^Istrias a foreigner and a 
Russian. The sceptre then seems destined to the 
hand cf no native. This objeotidii, however, d<m 
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not appear t6 diminish tlie general inclitiatibti to 
nionSrchy. Accustomed to the despotism of 6n§, 
the Greeks have thus far gained very little by thdt 
cliange to polycracy; every hour are they Pilfering 
from the disunion and incurable cohtentibushess 
of their chiefs; and they therefore rest their only 
hope of organization and repose in the Vigoiir and 
impartiality of & foreign king. 

As to the wisdom of this disposition, it may be 
said, on the one hand, that nations are usually 
much better judges of their own internal situation, 
of their own wants, and the means of supplying 
them, than distant spectators, or travellers hastily 
traversing their country. On the other, that this 
exactions of the Capitani, the Hcense of the soldiers, 
and the dangers of a lingering warfare, fnay have 
irritated the Greeks into a wish to etnbrace any 
sort of Govemnient which shall promise to relieve 
their present torments ; and that thus, in defiance 
of all existing thories, which would condemn them 
to the purest republicanism, they are hurfying 
blindfold into the arms of monarchy. Without 
venturing any decision on a matter of such import- 
ance, I will say a few words on the present state of 
parties, and the internal condition of the country. 

The two great parties are,, as usual, the Consti- 
tutional and the Military. The former would 
consolidate and organize the whole country; the 
latter would partition it, and reigii feverally {he 

M8 
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despots of their own district. The primates, who 
were at first a good deal divided, perceiving, at 
length, that their own local influence is always 
usurped by the Capitani, are now generally uniting 
themselves to the other side, to which the expected 
success of the loan will give a decided superiority. 

The Capitani, . who affect to consider the nego- 
tiation of the loan as equivalent to the sale of the 
Morea, call themselves Anti- Anglicans; and, on 
that account only, are stigmatized by their adver- 
saries with the name of Russians; for I cannot 
discover that there exists, in the whole country, 
any party really Russian, or (I may add) really 
English. 

The chiefs of the Constitutionalists are accused 
of ambition; those of the Military are convicted of 
avarice. The more respectable party is, at any 
rate, distinguished by the nobler passion. 

But even that more respectable party, — ^is it 
remarkable for honest and disinterested patriotism? 
for union among its members, for political wisdom, 
for practical knowledge, for any virtue of any 
talent which would qualify it, (even in case of the 
extinction of the Capitani,) to combine the vary- 
ing interests, and direct the rising energies of 
Greece? I sadly fear that it is not. Among its 
leaders, some are primates, who have studied po- 
litics under Turkish masters; others are Constan- 
tinopolitans, instructed in the diplomacy of the 
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Fanal ; others are full of European theories, but 
are ignorant of the wants of their country. 

Some, again, are Romeliotes, who proclaim, 
among their rocks, the inutility of a naval force ; 
others are islanders, who exclaim, with far more 
justice, that the whole hope of the country is 
placed in the navy; others are Moraites, who, 
posted in their impregnable passes, imagine them* 
selves (in the absence of the enemy) independent 
of all assistance. Every one considers his own 
place (roTTo^, he calls it) of paramount import- 
ance to every other, and that its particular inte- 
rests should be chiefly or exclusively attended to. 
What then are we to expect from a Government so 
constituted? Expedients, temporization, conten- 
tiousness, imbeicility. 

After all that has been said and written on that 
most prolific subject, Greek character, we may at 
least be allowed to assume that the Greeks have 
some character, — ^that they have certain qualities 
\vhich, from peculiar prevalence among them, may 
be called national ; and among these it will not be 
disputed that one of the most distinguishing is a 
keen, active, suspicious jealousy. It i$ for this 
reason that we find them all at war with each 
other ; that almost every man distrusts and detests 
his neighbour ; and that a body of Greeks are less 
qualified for any act of cordial co-operation than a 
body of any other existing people. 
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4iid will those who i^iqH their chur^taristM^ 
virtues and vices obtrude upon tbem ^ prep»r^tiQ{^ 
of w^«,x\t!^« fU)d princ^les which are found to suit 
nations of au opposite chara^cter^ or of no cha- 
rgpter? Because a 3wiss or {^n Auierican is di^QCh 
vered to be capable of enduring a r^ublic, are we 
therefore to l^t loose into the same field the jealousi, 
disorderly, and impatient Greek ? I shall submit, 
tiU I am better informed, to the authority which 
teadies us that ^' Men are qualified for civil liberty 
i^ ei^act proportion to their disposition to put 
iporal chains upon their appetites ; in proportio^ as 
thfjir love of justice is above their rap^city,^ Sfc. SfC, 
. If there be any truth in this principle, I cannot 
Matter ^ys^lf that the Greek people is yet qualified 
for a democratic form of government. 

lliet u^ imagine them liberated from the fear of 
Turkish invasfion,— ^ fear which, though no longer 
vprj pressing, still holds them in some little re- 
straint ; and let them be left to the arrangement of 
their own domestic affairs in the most perfeet secu- 
rity ; I should tremble lest their era of indepen- 
dence (be it perpetual!) should open with some 
t^lTible sc^e of civil discord; lest the ccoiflict- 
ing opinions and feelings by which they are ani^ 
mated 3hould break forth iato uncontrollable con- 
t^tion, and the supposed variety of interests proe- 
d\i9e perpetual dissonance and convulsicm. Tl^e 
Capitani would not pmjit so f^vour^|)^^ a^ Q^po^? 
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nity to levive their right of oppressim \ Pctro Bqp 
would establish himself i^d^)en4e<it 1^ of Maip# \ 
Qdysseusf WQuld ysurps ^th mqre address, th^ 
yirtqal sovereignty of Eastern Greece; CqIoqop 
troni and his satellites would increase the uproari 
and profit by the confu^on^ — a cotrfi^ioni whipU 
would, probably, he wco^se confounded by a dailj 
ip^portation of theories, lectures^ apd exhort^opsi 
from the Phil-hellenic societies of the West. 

Yet, even under these circumstances, tiiere wou^d 
be spme sources of hope for this distracted country* 
Her peasantry is manly and intelligent, a^id, hi- 
therto, uncomipted; illiterate, indeed^ a^i, imin« 
structed, it might stiU be brought to understand 
the r^ interests of Greece, and be roused to sup* 
port and enforce them* There are^ too, some few. 
honest men and skilful politicians alrea^ eplist^ 
under the banners of patriotism ; their nmobers 
^ould be augmented by the addition of those now 
resident in Europe. But, above all, the cireum<ii 
stances of discord which now appear so very pn>i 
bable, might at last never come to pass, or speedily . 
roll away ; and no one will aSect to doubt that it ia 
eminently for the advantage of Greece ta govern 
herself i if she possess the power of self govern* • 
ment. 

Let me not, then, be misunderstood: I would 
on no account obtrude -upoR Greece a government 
fo which she is disinclined ; I would send her no 
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foragner, as king or counsellor, except on her own 
repeated solicitation. My first wish, and that, I 
think, of every man who loves Greece better than 
his own fancies, is to behold her emancipated from 
the Turkish yoke, breathing in security, and re- 
posing from her njiseries. My next, is to see her 
rifflng to prosperity, undar a Greek government. 
The former is of easy accomplishment; a single' 
effort of sincere union between England and Russia, 
with Austria, (or without Austria) would be suffi- 
(dent to effect it ; bi^t I have many fears respecting 
the practicability of the latter. A Greek monarchy, 
in the absence of any hereditary family, and of any 
individual of commanding pre-eminence, is of very 
difficult establishment. A Greek republic, in the 
dearth of almost every virtue on which permanent 
republicanism reposes, appears nearly impossible. 

However, if Greece be disposed to risk the ex- 
periment, let no one interfere to prevent it : such 
interference would be contrary to every wise and 
just principle; but if the attempt should prove too 
arduous for her feeble and unassisted infancy, let 
her receive, on her own voluntary application, from 
some land of maturer polity, a virtuous prince, 
who, with the support of her excellent constitution, 
may conduct her to tranquillity and happiness* 
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XIX. 

Zantey April, 1824. 

• 

I HAVE not visited Misolonghi; partly on account 
of the extremely repulsive nature of the place itself, 
and its entire destitution of any thing to interest 
the imagination or the memory, and partly because 
it has been lately so thronged with English and other 
Phil-hellenes, that the real condition of the pro- 
vince must be known to many, and might be 
known to all. The few particulars which I am 
enabled to give respecting it, were collected here 
and at Athens. 

Western Greece embraces the district of Acar- 
nania, Etolia, and part of Epirus; its northern 
limits are, of course, continually varying, according 
to the motions or repose of the Albanian enemy: 
the eastern extend to the neighbourhood of S^ona; 
it being true that Arta and Prevesa on the one 
side, and Lepanto on the other, remain, and have 
continually remained, in the possession of the 
Turks. 

This province was connected more closely than 
any other with the destinies of Ali Pasha, and may 
be said to have been the only sufferer by bis 
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destruction. The first efforts of the victorious 
Ottoman were directed against it, and the sununer 
of 1822, which seems to have decided the inde- 
pendence of the Morea, was marked in western 
Greece only by defeat and calamity. The battles 
of Placca and Petta were succeeded by the capitu- 
lation of Sulli, and the conquerors advanced to the 
walls of the capital. 

Misolonghi is situated on low and marshy 
ground) some miles to the eastward of the noouth 
of the Achelous or Aspropotano; unprepared for 
attack, and almost without the means of defence^i 
it reposed its hopes in the genius and courage of 
its defenders. For it has been the singular good 
fortune of that most unattractive city to be plac^ 
at different periods under the peculiar protection of 
four men, various in talents and character, but 
equally sincere and generous in their exertions for 
the liberation of Greece, — ^Alexander Maurocor^ 
dato, Marco Bozzaris, General Nonnann^ and 
Lord Byron.' The two last, indeed, have fallen 
victims to their own zeal, or to the ingratitude of n 
pestilential clinmte; the prayers of tha SuUqte 
were more nearly accorded^ for h^ fell by the hai^d 
of a Mussulman, in the mom^it qf viptory^* 
Prince Maurocordato is still preserved to the hopes 

« liai^o EtosswriB wm kiMe4 »t tbe b»tUe oi CwTpauMn, in 
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^^d YOWS of Ws cQiuilyy^ ^nd tQ the frmd^Wp of 
every ^e^d of honest ^p4 practici^hle patriotism. 

Misolppghi wa^ saved.; after w uasucq^^sfvil 
attm^k, the AlbamaRs returned to tbeiy hopiea, and 
4uring the spring following the Gree^i? rerfKJpupi^^ 
the cpmitry a3 far ^ Yomtmi hut about m\^r 
summer the enemy agstin ^dvanced^ and Qotwithr 
standing their loss at Carpeni^si, (a Ipss ipore. th^H 
compensated to thepa by the death of BpssTj^s) 
they succeeded in again possessing themselves of 
the country, and penetrating to the capital. 

It is true that they again retired^ as innoxions as 
before^ and so utterly are they uninstructed in 
the art of war^ and so nearly uni^usceptible of im- 
provement, that any similar eflfort which they n^.y 
hereafter make will, without any doubtt tern4nat^ 
in similar discomfiture. But if the city be in se- 
curity, the country has been proved open to th^t 
annual occupation of the invader; and thus^ strict- 
ly speaking, the province of Western Greece is 
cQnfined tQ the walls of Misqlonghi. 

With respect to population, it is ever ^ very diffi-t 
cnlt, by the minutest personal inquiries, to arrives 
at any tolerable degree of certainty in any part of 
Greece, that I can speak with little confidence re- 
specting that of a district which I have never visited, 
and which is subject to perpetual i|uctuation< I am 
assured] that during the sfcond sie^e nearly forty 
thowsaiMi «Quls werg collected in the (^tyi and that 
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this number comprehended the great majority of 
the yiUagers and mountaineers, who had fled to 
the only place of security. We may, then, calcu- 
late the whole population of the province at sixty 
thousand; and I am the more inclined to attach 
credit to this estimate, because my own inquiries 
in Attica respecting the physical force of Eastern 
Greece, led me very nearly to the same result. 
Many fugitives from both these districts are to be 
found, as soldiers or shepherds, in the cities or on 
the mountains of the Morea. 

Of a province so situated, it would be absurd to 
discuss the revenues ; indeed, it is too well known 
that the operations of its illustrious Governor have 
been continually restrained or prevented by ex- 
treme poverty, — ^poverty which he shares, indeed, 

« 

with the most indigent of his countrymen, but 
which, however honourable to himself, is to them 
productive only of misery and helplessness. 

I am not exactly aware of the extent of the 
advantages which Misolonghi has yet derived from 
the patronage of the " Greek Committee.^ The 
foundation of arsenals and hospitals is at least cre- 
ditable to the zeal and humanity of the founders; 
and as long as they shall be supported by the 
liberality which has established them, they will 
ever be productive of some local utility. But the 
more pressing wants of Greece are, unfortunately, 
of a nature which is not affected by such institu- 
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ti^. McHiey, indeed, will easily supply her ex* 
ternal and physical necessities; and for that pur- 
pose (it cannot be repeated too often) she asks no 
aid except money; but there is a moral poverty 
besides, engendering vanity, jealousy, insubordina^i 
tion, ingratitude, attended by a certain reluctance 
even to benefit by furoffered favours; there is a 
beggary of wisdom and probity, which can only be 
relieved by patient education and discipline, intro- 
duced and sustained by an efficient and honest go- 
vernment. I should be sorry to discoiurage the en- 
thusiasm of any friends of Greece ; yet let them not 
be surprised, should they discover that the practical 
advantages resulting from their honourable exertions 
liave been very partial, and very disproportionate 
to the means employed to produce them. 

The late establishment of two newspapers at 
Misolottghi is attributed to the zeal of Colonel 
Stanhope. The first is called the Hellenic Chro- 
nicle, and is decidedly republican ; it is written in 
Greek; I was at Athens when the first number 
arrived there; Odysseus and Gourrah were thrown 
into consternation, and being themselves unable to 
comprehend its contents, they sent down to the 
city for some learned persons to interpret them. 
Publications addressed to persons incapable of un- 
derstanding them, if they can be productive of no 
great utility, will at least do very little injury; and 
on this account, I beheve the paper in question to 
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be nedrly ^hahriless. l*he Greek Tel^taph is a 
Poljrglott, atid as it is writteii with modefation, and 
(Sontains rather more truth thati is usually pulv 
lished Inspecting the affairs of Greece, its extensive 
drchilation ih Europe, if practicable, woUld pn>- 
bably prove beneficial to the 6ause; but sufficient 
ftieans have not been adopted, I feai*, to effect that 
object. 

In spite of all that has beeii Said and i^ritten to 
the contrary, I am of opinion that the personal 
sefvice of foreigners in Greece is still, as it ever 
has been, etitirely useless. 'Those ivho present 
thetiiselves with arms and rules of discipline are 
despised and maltreated; their tactics are ridi- 
culed, and themselves condemned to starvation. 
Those who import theories and principles ready 
cut and dried in the West, soon perceive, or ought 
to perceive, that their counsels are inapplicable to 
the state of the country, and impracticable. Those 
who would introduce schools, and laboratories, and 
hospitals, are considered to be innocent enthusiasts, 
who have sadly mistaken the moment for their 
exertions. The few who have brought money are 

* Lord ByroD) I find^ wm not of the same opinion. " I hope 
(says he) that the Press will succeed better there (at Athens) 
than it has here (at Misolonghi). The Greek newspaper has 
done gr^at mischief both in the Mot^a and in th^ Islands, as 
I i«preile&t6d, both to Fiince Mautocordato ftAd toColobdldom- 
hope^ that it would doj in the ptment circumstances^ unless 
great ccaOion was ohtteiyed,^*'^Stanhope*8 Greece, p. 126. 
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allowed to spend it, indeed, but not withdut grcAi 
jealousy and suspiciousness from the very persons 
iffho are devouring it as a spoil or a right*. 

No one had better reason to feel and acknow- 
ledge this truth than the noble Phil-hellene whos^ 
untimely loss is more deeply deplored, than his 
services were 'properly appredated. During the 
few months of his residence at Misolonghi what 
istrange perversity and opposition did not even he 
encounter, from the people whom he was sustaining 
by his generosity, and •(■ ** among whom and for 
whom'' he had resolved to lay down his life ! Some 
thought that he aimed at the Monarchy of Greece, 
others that he was an agent of Government, charged 
to buy the country ; and almost all were convinced 
that he had some private design which would here- 
after develop itself. So difficult is it for aiiy 
people to understand the nature, or credit the 

* On the other band, I am far firom denying that if there be 
any distinguished Greeks resident in Europe, who are at the 
same time zealgus patriots, practical statesmen, and hone9t 
men, their presence and cordial co-operation would confer Very 
eisential benefits on their country, bat were are such Greeks 
to be found ? 

t A funeral oration was pronounced at Misolonghi, in honoar 
of Lord Byron, by Spyridion Tricoupes, formerly (if I am rightly 
informed) Secretary to Lord Guilford. It contains these words, 
— -WJtv, «<V ^9» Xeyoy, xecra riiv fceifrv^tav rZf elxiaxZf rav, fd itvif- 

A part of the oration, which is of considemble length, will 
be found very literally translated in the Appendix. 
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existence, of virtues of which the practice is un- 
known to them. 

Lord Byron for some time meditated an offei^ 
sive operation against Lepanto, in which he in- 
tended pers(»ia11y to conduct the Suliotes whom 
he had taken into his pay, rather than his service. 
Arta was afterwards mentioned as better suited to 
the taste of his capricious mountaineers. Neither 
Arta nor * Lepanto were ever mdested ; the mo- 
ment for action passed rapidly away, and his Lord- 
ship's wisest and noblest intentions were conUnually 
frustrated, by the impracticability and ingratitude 
of the objects of his exertions. 

To another point his efforts were not less zea- 
lously directed. An endeavour to civilize, in some 
degree, the barbarous nature of the contest, and 
to introduce between the conflicting parties some 
sort of reciprocation of humane and generous of- 
fices; and here he seems to have encountered 
almost equal difficulties. On one occasion, he 
redeemed, at his own expense, a number of Turk- 
ish slaves, and restored them to liberty, address- 
ing, at the same time, a very courteous letter 
to Yussuff Pacha. The Turk thanked him, and 
asked for a repetition of this favour. 

* " The Suliotes declined marching against Lepanto^ saying, 
' that they vould not fight against stone walls.' Colonel Stan- 
hope also knows their conduct here, in other respects^ lately 
N. B,**'^Stanhope'$ Greece, p. 124, 
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However, Lord Bjrron must have been too well 
acquainted with the character of both parties, to 
indulge any hope of the immediate reform of either* 
He continued, therefore, to tread, with abated ar- 
dour, perhaps, but with undeviating resolution, 
the path which his enthunasm had marked out for 
him, and which might have conducted him to 
'much honour, bad it not terminated so abrupt^ 
and so lamentably. 



N 
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Zante^ Apxil% 18S4. 

BslTMfi I talbft i&y )mk tedc at tlie mumj to^ ef 
Olenus and Erymanth, and bid adkil ti>dte^{^ab 
site Morea, with its mountains^ peaks^ and pro- 
montories, for ever, I will devote a few moments 
to a short description of the actual extent and force 
of the Hellenic Republic, and, by a comparison of 
its present state with its condition in the beginning 
of 18S2, we shall best learn how far the Greeks 
are progressive, and how far we may look forward 
with confidence to their ultimate emancipation, by 
their own unassisted exertions. 

In Western Greece, we have just seen that there 
exists, at this moment, no point of defence except 
Misolonghi. The whole country is open to the 
occupation of the enemy, and the Suliotes are ra- 
ther disturbing than protecting the capital. 

Two years ago, Suli was still in possession of 
its inhabitants ; and a respectable corps of disci* 
plined Phil-hellenes, under General Normann, were 
employed in the defence of the country : through 
the treachery or cowardice of the Greek soldiers, 
who were united with them^ and who deserted 
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them in die initaiit oF danger, dine brave xMh pa» 
liriied. There » no ▼ijable i»et«ff againal; ibam 
losses. The insurreotioii has not exteaded^ mi 
^etf forHfess renumi^ to kasetofore^ to t)w iMmds 
of the Turks. 

In Eaaliem Qreeae, iha Sim^ of wd^pMdm^ 
have €V€B bten ooitti^ftdted* In 16S0| di^ SluboNMUl 
and Oljnaapiaiia i^c^e %i arsiSi <md Odylsseas W4f 
•Imaged ki an ksjftndhre :o]^a(^mi^ QameYet ussim^ 
cessfiil) against Zaitonn. At preeeoMy both JSu* 
boa and 3[oiuii Otytnpus are periiectl^ tftaaqui^ 
to offinsite <^wratioiif ilgaimeM; Tbatsaly 4r9 «^aia 
Biedkattd, and tibe rmj paM^ of ThM!iiaflfp$rl«% 
the ftrtheat northern frontiers oi HtdUm, 9te not 
vq^iiiarl J defendedL Howefet^ anttie ctaipfitis«ti<m 
has been in tins instance atfbifdfd bj the vadtli^M^ 
of the Acropolis of Ath^ns^ 

The idhoids renttflin neariy aa they vrem, mth 
the exception of *Scio ; the most wealthy and the 
taost populous spot in Greece, "whi<^, tf revolu- 
tionized at a more favourable moment, atid pr^ 
tected by the union of the insurgents, might have 
become one of the most powaf ul members of tb« 
RepnUic, has b^en cut off and destmyied ahnost 
utterly. The other Asiatic islands, as Cos, Rhodes^ 

• That of Eubcea is so nearly connected with thfe iofteTeiMs (^ 
the continent, that 1 have considered it (I know not how cor- 
rectly) ai a part of Eastern Greece. 

N 2 
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And Mkylene, where a oonsidCTable proportion of 
the p(^[n]hition are Turks, still remain undisturbed, 
under the Turkish GkMremment 

Of the five divisbns of modem Hellas, which 
were published by the Gk>yemment early in 182S, 
Gi^ete alone was then deemed worthy to form one ; 
indeed, the greater portion of the island was at that 
time in insurrection, and the Turks were nearly 
confined to the walls of their fortresses. Crete 
may now 'be conradered as entirely lost : over* 
whehned by the Egyptians of Mehemed Ali*, and 
broken by internal dissensions, even the hardiest of 
ihe insurgents are believed to confine their reast* 
ance to the defence of the mountain in the interior 
of the island. ^ The rich and extensive plains, which 
constitute the real value of the country, have been 
re-occupied by the enemy -f*. 

In the Morea, the very centre <^ insurrection, 

' * * * 

. * Ibmhka FlMhs^ who commands the preient expedition 
against the Morea, is the only remaining son of Mehemed Ali. 
It is well kaown^ that his brother Ismael, who commanded the 
expedition into 'Ethiopia was there assassinated; but the cir- 
ciimstancies of liis death are not of general notoriety; and the^ 
are so iextremely interesting^ that I will not lose this oppor- 
tunity of making them public. For the Account, which will 
be found in the Appendix^ I am obliged to the kindness of 
Lord Strangford. 

t Since that period^ I have learnt that even the Sphakiotes 
bare been reduced to submission. 
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the Greeks have made no' other vimble progress 
durilig the last two years,^ than by the takim; of 
Napoli. Nayarino, Tripolixza, and ^ Corintht 
were already in thar hands ; while Modon, Coeda^ 
and Patras, still oontiiiue in the power of the 
Turks, nor is there any appearance of jn^paratkm 
to molest dienr. 

From this comparison, we perceive, that the 
insurgents, so far from having made the rapid 
progress which is ascribed to them by the flattery 
of their admirers, have actually /o^^^cmn^; 
they have lost Scio, and whatever influence they 
possessed in EubGea;.they have lost ev&ry thing 
to the north of Thermopylae ; and last, and worst 
of all, they have lost Crete. The reducticm of 
the Acropolis of Athens, and of Napoli di Bo- 
mania, are the only substantial advantages which 
they can oppose to so considerable a diminutioa of 
tenitaryf. 
' The internal oondili<m of the country was at 

* Corinth^ which they afterwards lost to Dramall Pasha 
they have since retaken. 

t The destruction of Psar^, and the greater part of its fleets 
and about a third of its population^ may now be added to this 
melancholy list of misfortunes, ill compensated by successes, 
which, with somewhat of brilliancy, have been followed by no 
important military consequences. I am happy to have learnt, 
that the Greek Government has given the excelleQt harbour and 
fortress of Napoli di Malvasia to be a new home to the sur- 
vivors. 



kost M praDUffing in the ootwuenmememt «f 18M» 
M «t this momeal. Th» Govaronent was ib» 
same, or nearly «d» witii thuk advantage^ that 
Mauraoocdate waa tiiie« al its H^^nd;; th^ povav of 
tbe Capitani was not Aea aacleorty defined, nav 
their hoal^ity to. tbe oonstltiitioii so dedded; 
party and personal animosities were not th^a so 
geneval or so violent. 

Are we then. from theae laeta to oondude, that 
Ihe h€fe» of Greece are suflBoiing a gradual diour 
Biition, and decaying year by year? That tha 
ilMurreoti^m is less vigoioas, becaiaae it is kas 
ext^isiye, and that a few more efibrta wcndd suf- 
ioe to (arush it altogether ? I aai Teiy iur reaaored 
ftom that i^inion. A few ^ctreimkies have indeed 
heen lojqped away, but the heart is grown stouter 
and warmer. By the loss of aome parts of the 
CV)Rfederaey, die ^popuktion of the rest has been 
augmented and concentrated; and a spirit has 
grown up amcmg them, winch wouU render tHeir 
extermination very difficult, and their submission 

* I made every inquiry in every part of Greece respecting 
population^ without ever arriving at any very satis£eictory 
result^ I am, however, strongly of opinion, that the whole 
number of actual insurgents is somewhat under one million. 
I should estimate the population of Eastern and Western Greece 
at one hundred and fifty thousand ; that of the independent 
islands^ including refugees, at two hundred and fifty thousand ; 
a&d that of the Morea at half a million. 
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impossible. They have acquired the habit of 
independence; they have learned to despise and 
scorn their former master, and they have not 
ceased to detest him; in energy, in talents, in 
courage, they assert or feel their own superiority ; 
and it is this feeling ipttiob? in spite of all their 
vices and th^ follies, preserves, and will still 
preo^v^ theot 
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Corfuy May^ 1824. 

The enemies of British honour and prosperitj, of 
whatever country or climate, believe themselves 
to be provided with an unfailing source of misre- 
presentation and calumny in the administration of 
the Ionian Islands. There exists not a political 
scribbler in France, Italy, Grermany, or England, 
who does not feel justified in venting some unmean- 
ing slander cm a system of whose principles he is 
utterly ignorant, or on the character of the aingu* 
lar and excellent man who established that system. 
He, indeed, is now secure from all human hostility, 
but the spirit which animated the work of his erec- 
tion is not extinct ; it survives, and will long sur- 
vive him, and the machine will continue to act 
with undiminished power, under the guidance of 
his distinguished friend and successor. 

It is not, however, my intention to enter at this 
moment into any of the details of the Ionian Grovem- 
ment. It is sufiicient for me, at present, to rejoice 
at the emancipation of an improving and intelligent 
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people from the most pernicious * aristocrac]r that 
ever existed, — ^to observe the operation of the various 

* The Ionian Government^ under the Venetians, was an aristo- 
cracy -^within an aristocracy ; pretty nearly as the late Govem- 
nusnt of Walachia and Moldavia was a despotism within a 
despotism. The object of both seems to have been to inflict on 
the governed the perfection of misery. I believe^ however, 
after all, 'that the palm is due to the latter, and chiefly, for this 
reason : the Boyars, being a very tranquil and unlitigious sort 
of animal, conspired with great unanimity in promoting the 
object of the Government. Not so the Ionian nobility ; they 
were Greeks, and so we And them divided and irritated by a 
thousand intrigues and jealousies. Hating their neighbours 
almost as much as they loved themselves, they were obliged to 
adppt some little moderation in the treatment of peasants, 
whose services were neqessary in feuds and broils. Yet I fear 
that whatever the peasants thus gained in independence, they 
lost in morality ; if the Walachian was more abject, the Ionian 
was much more wicked. 

A number of lonians, educated in the Venetian school, and 
nnable to endure the severity of English discipline, are still to 
be found scattered over all parts of the Lievant, and are notori- 
ous only for their pre-eminence in every description of disorder 
and iniquity. 

lliose who calumniate the present Ionian Government always 
assume, as an indisputable fact, its unpopularity; nothing is 
more false than this assumption. The great object to which 
the practice of that Government has been steadily directed, is 
the improvement of the people. The first step was to rescue 
them from the tyranny of their nobility ; the next has been gra- 
dually to infuse a feeling of independence, and a confidence in 
the impartiality of the hiws ,* when their character shall have 
thus acquired some firmness and stability, they will merit and 
receive an extension of their civil rights. 

If the word popularity have any meaning whatever, the very 
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}awB mMtbed for thai purp€sey^-Aa fioe tibe peaiw^ 
leaikMly faoe hk imvaet I jraat in the cmxfUk of 

Ionian justice, (uid to h^ar complaints of ]Si\glish 

ifiBfddmJh and ngbsk^fte^ i^n^ld j^drnwirtrrtJoftof 
Runsia, uttered oni^ by diote lad mSsfem -wim 
have been deprived of the right of oppression, and 
the privilege of plunder. It is sufficient for nie to 
perceive in the country and ^iUages an ivevesmof 
cultivatioB, ooq[v«nieiiee, and popuhrtaen; to be 
assured of the great dhninution of crimes, and to 
observe the people rapidly progressive in wealth^^ 
poirality, and qiviUzation. S\ich» i^t leaat* arc mt 
mafing the umal consequences of wsgmenm^at^ 
If the general conduct oi the Ionian Gov^m^- 
ment has been assailed with much virulence, it was 
not probable that its operations tu^der th^ par- 

•«tovy which has beea ni^ed by eertnia loaUuu •gaiaut %lm» 
€bvecBme&t provet its popularity; for these peiaOBS heiof^ 
almost without exception^ coanected with the first ftnniliea ia 
the Islands^ and retaining all the insolence of aristocracy^ witiir 
«ut the pawer any loQgar to; v«Bt it on thaic subjeaa^ ahailib, 
aa doubt with aiocara ra|^at» ^ re«f41aotiaa of Um^ food old 
days of Venetiaa and Rusnan '* Uberty/'-^or what was staveiy ta^ 
the people was to them liberty. Their vooifiurat ws« whea we 
uaderstand the oause pf then^ wiU do 1oq|^ astooiah uSj-^thay 
are oaly the raviaga of ditaroaed oppaesfHoa; aad we shaH 
esMily coasole oiarsalyaa for thaii eeaauiaft by tha laAactfoa tha^. 
Uia maM and m«Uitiide of tb% fonw paaple have gaia^ ia ia- 
dependeace aa.d virtue^ what ^lasa bsawWfs have lost in Uoea*: 
tiousness and tyranny^ aad are aDJayiag theif advaal>gMdaapliya 
t^oag^^fil^n^ly, 
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tieukriy diffieuH cvouinelaiicoB in wludi it has ^^ 
been phced by the present war, should paw wkh- 
out reprehension. How much or how little justice 
has attended sueh censure, wUl be be0l aseerUined, 
If I trace, as far as I am in possestion of the faets, 
the line whieh it has pvolbflsed to adopt, and exa- 
mine with what fidehty it has pursued that line. 

The fh^ blood was shed in the Mwea on the 
4th of April, 18S1 ; on the 9th of the same month 
appeared a prockonation ad^bessed to all Ionian 
subjects resident among the insurgents, which in- 
formed them that any interference in the insuFKc- 
tion would be punished by the ftsi^iture ef British 
protection. So very natural a measure requires no 
comment whatsoerer. 

On the Sd of May, Ali, the Capftan Bey, de^ 
clared the Morea, some ports excepted, in a slate 
of hlodGade; and on the 7th a prodanuition was 
published at Corfu, acknowledging that blockade, 
and commanding the observaticm of it. No one, I 
believe, was surprised at this act exc^ Petro Bey, 
of Maina, who was then << Commander of the Pe* 
loponnesian armies assembled at Calamata.^* That 
patriot ventured to express bis feelings in a remon- 
strance, dated '' May ISth,. (24th,) First Ye«r o( 
Liberty.'* — ** We observe (says he) with mtieh 
** astonishment that the patriotic Ionian Govem- 
** ment should give effect to this propositiop of 
^ the Turks. For if we are to look upon it ^ a^^ 
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*' act due to them as a national right, (as it would 
** appear from the nominal exception of ports ima- 
<^ gined by them to be under the Turkish domi- 
*' nion) we shall fall under the unjust imputation 
« of being engaged in an unlawful rebellion, which 
** is doubtless so understood in notifying a blockade 
^* established under a false idea.*" 

He conqludes by inviting the Ionian Senate to 
re-consider the matter ; but as his invitation was 
supported by no better reasoning * than such as I 
have quoted, we shall not wonder that it was in- 
effectual. 

The act decisive of the policy of the Ionian 
Grovemment was puUi&hed on the 7th of June; it 
was a proclamation of the strictest neutrality 9 ex^- 
pressed in the clearest and most unequivocal Ian- 
guage. This measure would seem at first sight to 
have been directed chiefly against the party to 
which the lonians were most disposed to have 
offered their assistance. It will appear, however, 
that its effects were in practice equally felt by both 
parties; its principle was decidedly favouraUe to 
the Greeks. The very term neutrality Bi^no^w-' 

* A letter addressed by the Capudan Bey to the Lord High 
Commisflioner, about the same time and on the same subject, 
rivals in reasonings the production of this Laconian adveniucy: 
-**' The rebellion of the Greeks (says the loyal lAussuhnap) 
f being an atrocious act of anarchy, is hated by all the nations 
'^ which have a head or monarch, because all kings are averse 
•'to rebels." 
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ledged them as Beiligerents, and the same word 
whidi .forbade our Ionian subjects to aid their in- 
sui^ent brethren^ prevented them equally from 
rendering any service to a power in amity with 
England, and involved in dangerous intestine war- 
fare. The friendly Government and its rebellious 
subjects were regarded, by this pubUc act, in predsely 
the same li^t ; and no demonstration of favour was 
denied to the lattery which was not equally prohi- 
bited to the former. We shall presently see how 
fiir the system thus proclaimed was fairly and 
impartially enforced. 

. The first difficulty appears to have been created 
by the residence of the Suliote families in the 
Inlands. It will be recollected that when Ali 
Pasha, in 1808, succeeded at length in obtaining 
ppsseipbn of Suli, the surviving inhabitants re- 
tired to the Ionian jsles. On the rebellion of their 
persecutor, in 1820, he restored to them their 
native rocks and fortresses on the condition of their 
making common cause with him, against the Grand 
Seignior. The Suliotes accepted the proposal, and 
returned to their country, taking the precaution, 
hpwev^, to leave their wives and children for the 
present, in. the asylum which their misfortunes had 
secured for them. Hourshid Pasha appears to 
have suffered severely from the assaults of these 
unrestrained warriors, and therefore despatched a 
letter to Sir Thomas Maitland, about the end of 
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Svm^f wBmly engagii^ 1^ ^* Sidier to vecaUl the 
^< Sutiotes into the Islands, and thm m$ke then 
*< British subjects^ or to dmniss the irmnBa and 
^ duldi^en to the Condnent, that th« terring m 
^ further hope of refuge, they may retttrn t» tfaefr 
*< allegiance to die Subfime Pttrte." Oilier stmU 
lar demandB, as vrA as apfdtcatiolui ftw ttnos lOMi 
alknmunition, seem during this period to have baea 
eofitinuolly repeated by the Turkish oAcers, oil 
the ground cf *' the inriolable friendship subsurt-^ 
" hig between the Sul^me Porte «md t^ BtitlA 
" Government,^ and to have been, cti ahnoiA evify 
occasioiki, rgected by the Lord High Comimaiioncr. 
Very shortly afterwards, two acts of veiy iagraail 
violation of neutrality, on live patt ef IcmsbS) 
called again for the interference of the €k> vernmait^ 
Certain armed vessels (those of Dionysio FioMi 
and one Graniachiesn are mentioned) took part 
with 1)ie insurgents in open hostility against the 
Turks. Tkey uoere dedared by prodamatwn 
gtiitty of piracy f and were threatened^ in mse of 
seizure^ mih the usual punishment of lA«f q^ 
fence, A severe measure was «t this miMtoent 
obviously necessaty, and that wMdi was adopted 
cannot be charged with injustioe. What mild^ 
iiame than piracy shall we apply to the criiM of 
ttioee who, in defiftiice of the orders of thar ^ho- 
vernment, attacked, in open sea, the yessds of a 
iriendly power? 



The tuSker act, of whteh I mUst t^riiM^ <^ tcff- 
tmmstances at greater length, infficti^ an insult 
tstill mor6 audaciouB on the (Commands ^ Ih^ lotiion 
Mtbolilies. ^everti. native <yf Zante alad Oa^- 
phaloicia had passsieA oter i<ito tlie Mdr^ at die 
b^ginitmg of the insnrtecdDi^, tmA ^ete tt^t)dtioudy 
in arnns against the Ottdnufti GkyremansM^ Hi- 
thertoi fa6w€v€ri th^y had abstained from any 
public notification of their proceedings, and were, 
therefore^ on^ liaUe to the penalty, ordained by 
Ae pnidittnatioii of the 7th of April, namely, the 
fbrfeiture of Biit^i j[)i\)tection. Pl'feiently, in- 
flamed, as it would seem, by such apparent leni- 
emys thar leaders addressed a formal summons 
of calculation to the Lalliotes, against whom they 
were prineipaUy engaged. It was forwarded by 
the LaUiotea to Yussuf Pasha, at the gasdes of 
the Morea^ who sent it, without loss of time, to 
Corfu, it began as follows: 

" From us. Chiefs of the Cephaloniam ana 
ZantioteSy to you, the Noble Agas, aftd re=. 
mainmg Chiefs of the Lalliotes." 

<< A(0ooi^g 1» ihe titdars of the Grraad General 
«f th« &f«i»k», Ale»tnder YpMbmti, Who has con* 
0fSt»^ tile whde of Walaehia, Mi^davia, and 
Con^tarititto^e, and th« other part* <tf the Levant, 
Pte preset onrsdves hene in the Morea^ charged to 
cfftr you pea^e bf tl%aty, audi as the hfcws ttf 
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Europe priBscribe, and we are even acoompamed 
by one of his relatives. If you oppose this treaty, 
we are ready to give every succour and protection 
to your enemies the Moraites, so that they may 
destroy you with fire and sword; and for such 
|:»urpo6e are we here, a thousand in number, with 
all the necessaries of war, and six cannon, (^c. ^c. 

From our Head Quarters, June 1, 1824. 

(Signed) " MICHEL IPSILA.NTI, CoMtantmopolitan, 
C. METAXA. VANGELI PANA. 

J. FOOCA. blONYSIO SEMBRICO 

ANDREA METAXA. PANAGIOTTI STRUSA. 
MATTEO CONTUFA, JrUerpreter and Secretary:* 

The Ionian Government was no sooner made 
acquainted with this impudent outrage on its au- 
thority, than it published a proclamation, sum- 
moning the lUX chiefs and their secretary to re* 
turn within a fortnight to then: country, to be 
tried for their offence, on pain of perpetual 
banishment and confiscation of property. All the 
Ionian subjects who had been seduced to fol* 
low them, were also commanded to retym in- 
stantly to the bosom of their families. I am not 
aware that any one of the diiefs obeyed these 
summons ; the sentence was, therefore, carried into ' 
effect against them all. The two Metaxas have, 
since that period, acquired some distinction in thie 
service of the Greek republic. Constantine dis- 
played great military talents and energy in the 
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defence of Anatblico^ in the autumn of 18S3 ; and 
Andrea was perhaps the ablest and most liberal 
member of the late anti-constitutional Executive; 
but the dislike to established government (or rather 
the personal enmity to the great organizer of 
Greece) which distinguishes them both, will pro- 
bably prevent them from acquiring, in their 
adopted country, the estimation and property 
which they have for ever forfeited in their native 
island *. 

To those who speculate, at their leisure, on the 
feelings and actions of others, it is an easy and 
agreeable employment to justify or excuse any 
extravagance of virtuous enthusksm. For us, who 
are influenced in our impassioned judgments, by 
a thousand considerations of religion, liberty, pa- 
triotism, it is not diiBcult even to admire the con- 
duct of the contumacious exiles,—- it is, at least, 
impossible not to l&ment their fate. But those who 
write may yield to any feeling, while those who act 
must only think and reason. The hand of power 
must not be directed by passion or imagination. 
Governments ^^ cannot afford to be chivalrous and 
romantic.'^ 

The following autumn was distinguished by more 
acts of insubordination among the restless lonians. 
The Parganotes, who were some years ago ad- 

t * Cepballoma. 
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nutted to the privileges of loman citaz^islup, 
thou^t this moment jGeivourable for the recovery 
of their ooantry, and tiet sail in a body for that 
purpose, in defiance of die proclaimed neuUnlity. 
The Government, however^ contented itself with 
pidliilntifig their return to the islands; aod^ as 
their atlempt was defeated by the Turics, they 
were exposed^ for the time) to considtfable distress 
and danger. 

Since that period, however, as the revoluti(»ary 
fermait gradually abated^ many of them huve pri- 
vately returned ; and I believe that it would be 
difficult to produce one instanoe^ . in wUch refuses 
£p(»n the continent, of whatev^ name or descrip* 
tion, when actually proved to be homeless and 
friendless, have been refused an asylum in the 
Xcmian Islands* 

About the same tim^ the island of Ceri^ (Cy- 
ths&ra) became the scene of one of the most brutal 
transactions that has disgraced any Revolution^ 
and the future Hellenist historian will perhaps 
find some consolation in Imng able to record, 
that the perpetrators of it were not Hellenes but 
lonians. 

The fcNTtress of NapoU di Malvaaa capitulated 
about the end of August to Prince Cwtatu z emo, 
oil condition diat the gai^ispn should be trans- 
ported to* some Turkish harbour. The capitula- 
tion was observed, and the neighbouring Cerigo 
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vrajn £tlk>wed to serve as* a kind of receptacle Tor 
the Turks, till they should be sent forward to 
Crete. Some had already arrived ihevey mi, on 
the afternoon al one Saturday in September, ^ 
boat appeared on the north-east' side c^ the blandi 
(that most' distant from {he town atid garrison)^ 
containing forty*one others. Of this number, m^en 
onh/ were men. A messenger wa« immediately 
deqitttched by them to the govemcar to request per- 
mission to land* 

The inhabitants were engaged in the oelebrafion 
of one of their numerous festiralsy-^a religious fes« 
tival of course, and attended, as is usual among 
Greeks, with that light>hiearted hilarity, which it 
generally not unfriendly to acts of humanity; 
though, in this case, it would appear, that tho 
design, suggested by the mere hdplessness of the 
Turks, was immediately formed, and embraced 
with no opposition. The Turkish messenger was 
detained^ and, in due time, a fictitious order sent 
down for the instant disembarkation of the pri* 
sonars. It was now growing dark, on which ac*- 
count, or from some latent suspicion of the trea^^ 
ehery that was intended them, the Turks wene, 
with great difficulty, prevailed upon to land. At 
length, they obeyed, and moved along the' sea- 
shore, a weak, melancholy, and defenceless train. 
But the moment for attack was not yet arrived. 
Openly to have assaulted seven unaimed Turks, 

09 
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and so numerous an assemblage of women and 
children, would have been too hazardous an en- 
terprise ! These Greeks would have thought their 
design but imperfectly executed, unless, to perfidy 
and barbarity, they had superadded cowardice. 
They caused their victims to follow them among 
some rocks, from behind which they fired upon 
them. They intended, probably, by this dis- 
charge, to murder only the men ; but, as the sun 
was abeady set, and the moon was not then shining 
with its usual oriental splendour, it is believed that 
some of the women fell also, — and happy were 
those women who so fell, — happy in thdr escape 
from the most brutal insults that lust and ^hatred 
ever inflicted upon helpless misery. Their com- 
panions were allowed to survive them just long 
enough for the endurance of the worst outrage, 
and were then murdered without exception, and 
their bodies thrown into the sea. 

So general was the conspiracy, even among the 
ihn()cent inhabitants, to conceal from the English 
Groverhment the abominable guilt of their c un- 
trymen, that three days actually elapsed before 
the Resident had any suspicion of the transaction, 

* * 

« We cannot do justice to the barbarity of these ruffians, 
eicept we recollect that, not for ages having been subject to the 
despotism of the Turk, they are not at all sheltered by the 
excuses which are usually thrown over the cruelties of their 
continental brethren. 
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and it was then accidentally discovered from the 
conversation of some wom^n to whom the secret 
had been intrusted. The soldiers sent down to 
the spot found that the ground, where most blood- 
stained, had been already ploughed up; but great 
quantities of hair, dyed of various colours, as is 
the custom of Turkish women, still lay scattered 
about, and tracked the road down to the beach 
from the scene of massacre. Some of the ring- 
leaders appear to have escaped to the Morea. 
Twelve persons were tried, of whom five only 
were executed. One of these was proved to have 
ravished a very young girl, and stabbed her im- 
mediately afterwards. 

Nearly at the same time, a skirmish took place 
off the island of Zaute, between the hostile fleets, 
in which a small Turkish vessel was driven on 
shore. A party of ten or twelve soldiers were 
sent, with an officer, to enforce the sanitary regu- 
lations, and to conduct the Turks to the Lazza*^ 
retto. In the mean time, a vast number of Greeks, 
all in arms, had collected from various parts of the 
idiand, and threatened to interfere with the soldiers 

r 

in the discharge of their duty; they were or- 
dered to fire* over the heads of the popujace, and 
the latter, entirely misunderstanding this civihzed 



* This slory is told two or three different ways^ even at Zaute* 
Some assure me^ that the soldiers did not ire at all. 
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proceedings returned the fire iip(» the sol^enL 
The officer waa seyerely wounded^ and oae juiyate 
killed ; and the Greeks, having obtained possesaian 
of the body, mangled it horribly, transfixing the 
head with the bayonet, and exhibiting other proo& 
of insensate fury. The order was then issued to 
disarm the inhabitants of ^all the islands; and 
such was the judgment and temperance with whidx 
this order was executed by Sir Frederick Adam» 
that at the mament of most angry irritation, during 
the very saturnalia of liberty, while every governr 
ment was equally hateful to every Greek — ^the 
disarming of the entire population was e£fected 
without the loss of a single life, and, I may addj^ 
without the s%htest attempt at resistance* 

We may here be permitted to rejoice, that cir-^ 
cumstances of lawlessness and sedition at last ren- 
dered necessary the execution of a measure, which 
would have been advisable under any circum- 
stances. If it was the duty of an enlightened go^ 
vemment to open to its subjects the paths of 
civilization, surely the first and most obvious step 
was to deprive, them of the means of continual 
assassination. The means of performing the crime 
were a perpetual temptation to its performance. 
At every drunken broil, on every festival, swords, 

* Santa Maura had been disarmed previously to the Revolu- 
iion. in consequened of inkurrectioaal di»tui:baQG«8» ia whkh 
two or three Britilb iOMiecB lost ih0u lires.. . 



daggers, knives, pistols, were instantly in the hands 
of all. Innumerable instruments of murder pre- 
sented themselves, and were but too frequently 
employed. The only remedy for this evil was to 
remove the food by which it wa^ nourished. 

Almost the only permanent improvement which 
the French have left behind them in any of the 
oouAtries th^ h«ve occupied, is the great dimi- 
nution of assassination in Italy. They deprived 
the Italian of his stiletto, and the loss of the 
weapon waa soon succeeded by a change, first in 
haUt, then in fedings and ideas. And is a stir 
ktto more dangerous in an Italian hand than an 
atti^haninthegraspof aGreek? Is the latter nuxre 
pati^it, mcNre considerate^ more placable^ more mer- 
ciful than the former I Surely there is every reason 
why a people, the most restless, perhaps, and disor- 
derly in e!dstenc% diould at length lose the powec 
of converting every scene of riotous intemperance 
into a field of bJoodshed and murder ^ and, if I 
weie here disposed to venture any censure on the 
conduct of the Ionian Gbvemment^ it would be 
aa expres^on of wonder, that a measure of such 
obvious ut^ty had not been mcMre speedily adopted. 
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XXII. 

Corfa^ May^ 1824. 

The state of irritation into which the lonians were 
naturally thrown by the vicinity of the hostile fleets 
made it necessary, to issue a * proclamation, which 
excluded the skips of both parties from anchorage 
in the Ionian ports. In spite of this notification, a 
Turkish fleet not long afterwards came to anchor 
in the harbour of Zante. Their excuse was, a 
violent gale, which might perhaps have proved 
dangerous to such tmskilful mariners. . The mo- 
ment, however, that the wind abated, they were 
obliged to quit the port, and encounter the Greek 
squadron which was waiting for them. In a letter 
•{•shortly afterwards addressed to the Ionian Go- 
vernment, the Greek Admiral, Andrea Meouli, 
acknowledges, with some gratitude, an act demon- 
strative of the sincerity of our neutrality, and calls 
it ^^ a measure which he expected from English 

* This proclamation was dated the 29th of October. All 
communication was at the same time strictly forbidden between 
the islanders and the ships of either squadron. 

t Dated, March 8—20, 1822. 
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philanthropy*'' In the May following, a single 
armed vessel, belongmg to Yussuff Pasha, entered 
the same harbour, and was unmediately obliged to 
depart. Yussuff, a man of great courage and ta- 
lents, appears, not to have clearly comprehaided 
the justice of that pc^cy, by which the English 
excluded from their harbours the vessels of a 
friendly power ; a power who had given them no 
pretext for complaint, and to whom they were 
making continual professions of attachment; en- 
gaged too, as that power was, in a dangerous con-; 
diet with its rebellious subjects, and thus standing 
peculiarly in need of the assistance of its friends* 
He wrote to the Resident at Zante, (Sir Frederick 
Stoven,) to complain of the little hospitality with 
which his vessel had been received; and was 
merely answered, that no armed vessel of either 
par^y is allowed to remain above twelve hours in 
the harbour of Zante. 

• Our enemies, both at home and abroad, have 
dared to assert, that, during the earlier part of 
the Revolution, the English Government so far 
favoured the Turks, that British sailors, and even 
officers, were encouraged to combat under the 
banners of the Infidel. A more gratuitous fsilse- 
hood never fell from the lips of calumny. We 
shall judge of the spirit of the Ionian Government, 
(and then surely we see the reflection of the wishes 
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of the Britkih oabinet,) &omoneorttro£KtairiiiGb 
I am about to retail 

A Turkish ieet, under Ali Capudan Bey* wfakh 
bad been enxpiojed against All Pasfaa^ was at aa. 
ohor in a port on the Albanian coart, of^poaite the 
lAhmd of Corlu, when the inqfunectioii broke oat. 
Having been informed diat it contained several 
European sailors, and among them, : I bdieve, one 
lUiglishinan, Sir T. Maidand viote, in June^ 18221^ 
to the Capudan Bey, to demand tie liberation 
of all the Prank tailors on board his fleet. Tlie. 
Capudan Bey answered, that tbey were embarked 
brfcMre the rebelhcm, with the knowiedge and con. 
sent of their respective ambassadors at Constand-^ 
nople, but that, as^ ^drcumstanoes now stood, 
there was justice in Hts^ Bxoellai^^ d^nand; 
and he gave his ^^ wwd of honour,^^ that as so^n 
as he should receive reinforcements, he would dia 
miss them all. At present, his fleet was ao ill 
equipped, that he could not even put to sea with- 
out thdr services. The Bngfish saik>r appears to 
have been alrecKly disdiarged. 

Again, in January, ISSd, the Egyptian Aigate 
or corvette, Asia, after b^B^ |M!evented from an^ 
choring at CcMffu, took refuge in the neighbouriag 

* They bad been engai^ed to sail against a Mahometan enemy ; 
tTiey must now be employed (if at all employed) against 
Christians. 
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port of Murto. HaTing leamt tibat there wtie 
twelve English sailors among the crew, Sir T. MmU 
had instcmtlf demanded tkeir liberation* Tb« 
eaptain answered, ^^ that thon^ die men entered 
voluntarily at Triestet i^ very high wages, — though 
he had already disduorged six others, who had 
entreated him for that iavour,-*--and though his 
crew were so weak as searcely to allow him to 
navigate the ship,*— *he would still not refuse them 
to the demands of His Excdlaicy.^ The men 
were immediately landed ; and, subsequently, on 
a second appUoation from tlie Lord High Com- 
missioner, some Austrian subjects also obtained 
their discharge. 

To these facts, I shall only add, that I bad last 
year an opportunity of ascertainii^ at Constantino- 
jde, that the Turkish expedition oi 18J^, amcMig 
many Italian, Ragusan, and lUyrian sailors, con^ 
tained not one Englishman. 

Any comment on such facts would only weaken 
the convicticm which they must inspire into every 
mind which prejudice has not already rendered 
impregnable to truth. 

The vicinity of the islands to the scene of war- 
fare, presented the Government with occasional 
opportunities to mitigate the unusual horrors which 
attended it, and it will be seen that they were not 
neglected. At the taking of Tripolizza, in Oc- 
tober,18^1, the Harem df Hourshid Pasha,, ampuafcr 
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ing (together mA those of two of his officers) to 
eighty-eight persons, fell into the hands of the 
insurgents. A negotiation for the ransom of these 
unhappy prisoners was immediately set on foot, 
and conducted, under the patronage of the Lord 
High Commissioner, to a successful * conclusion; 
and early in the following spring, the captives 
were restored to a generous husband, whose various 
letters, written during the negotiation, are full of 
very civilized expressions of affection and f ten- 
derness. 

Sir T. Maitland was soon afterwards the means 

« I am surprised to perceive, that, in Mr, Blaquiere's book 
on the Greek Revolution, (p. lOS,) some credit is given to the 
Greeks for their generosity in liberating thi^ Harem, '^ for 
about sixty thousand Spanish dollars." Now the fact is, (and 
there exist documents to prove the fact,) that the whole som 
received by the Greeks was precisely one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars ; that of this enormous sum, eighty thousand 
only were paid into the treasury ; and that the other forty 
thousand were distributed, by a private article in the negotia- 
tion, among the principal Greeks who conducted it, and who 
thus, defrauded their country out of one-third of the ransom. 
A very slight challenge would suffice to induce me to publish 
the names of all the officers engaged in that nefarious transac- 
tion, and the amount of the sums received by each, though 
there be one name among them for which I am still disposed to 
entertain considemble respect. It is right to add, that Prince 
Maurocordato was at Misolonghi at that period, and had no 
share whatever in this disgraceful affair. 

t His wives were four in number : Esmeh, Hagitza, Fatima, 
and Aissi. Esmeh was obviously the favourite, as she bad 
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of effecting the liberation of some Greek prisoners ; 
and the letter of acknowledgment which he received 
upon this occasion fix)m the Greek Government is 

ft 

so honourable to both parties, that I shall be ex- 
cused for publishing it entire. 

To Sir T. MAITLAND, &c. &c. 

Corinth, 17—29 May, 1823. 

. " The Greek Government would not willingly 
omit an opportunity to do justice to an act of phi- 
lanthropy. You deserve its gratitude by your 
mediation, which has restored to liberty certain 
unhappy men, betrayed by the fortune of war, 
and who were languishing in the dungeons of 
slavery. 

^^ Th exchange of prisoners is loudly demanded 
by the laws of humanity, and it is the strongest 
desire of our hearts, to see your Excellency con- 
tinue to second by yoiu* interposition that act so 
worthy of you. It is with particular satisfaction, 
that we testify our sentiments of gratitude to the 
man of virtue who makes it his duty to succour 
his fellow-creatures, and to the statesman who 

• 

twenty slaves for her own personal service. The others had 
only five, six, and seven respectively. There were, besides, 
twenty-one servants belonging to the Pasha's own establish- 
ment. Some Beys, and their suites, whom Hourshid wished to 
have included in the treaty, were made, by the Greeks, the 
subject of a separate negotiation. 
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makes use dF his influence for' the support of 
humanity. 

(Signed) " ALEXANDEH MAUROCORDATO. 

ATHANASIUS CANACARY. 
ANAGNOSTES DIXIAYANOPULOS. 
JOANNES LOGOTHETES. 
OKLANDOS (absent.)*' 

Posterity Mill not fail to do justice to the cha- 
racter of a singulariy Tirtuous and * upright man, 
who has been made, at various periods, the olsject 
of much base misrepresentation, and many miser- 
able slanders^ 

We must return for a moment io our friends the 
Suliotes, whom we left in possession of their native 
country, engaged, in alliance with their ancient 
enemy, in active hostility with the Turks. After 
the death of All Pasha, in February, 1$22, 
Honrshid Pasha directed most of hiis forces against 
the Suliotes ; they resisted, however, with courage 
and success till the defeat, first of Marco Bosizaris 
at Placca, and immediately afterwords of General 
Normann at f P^tta, rendered hopeless the c^itinu* 
ance of the struggle. They therefore pr<^posed to 
evacuate the country by capitulation, and retire 

* It iSj perhaps^ right to add that my personal acquaintance 
with Sir T. Maitland was extremely slight^ and that I was never 
under any obligation to him whatsoever. 

t These took place respectively on the 6th and 16th of July, 
1838. 



A VISIT TO OSSECS. 907 

once more to their old asylum in the Ionian Isles. 
The Turks, glad at any rate to be rid of their 
most obstinate enemies, did not object to the pro- 
posal, and the consent of the Ionian Government 
was requested by both parties. It was granted 
without difficulty, and the Chanticleer brig of war 
was -even despatched to Fanari, to superintend the 
embarkation. According to the very honourable 
capitulation whidi had been granted to thdur bra- 
very, the Suliotes marched down, eighteen hundred 
in number, with all their arms, and thirteen Turkish 
hostages. The castle was not to be delivered up 
until the boats, which were to be provided at the 
expense of the Turks, diould be actually arrived; 
and the stores found in the castle were also to be 
paid for by the conqueror. Some little delay% 
raised by Omer Pasha in executing one of these 
conditions, was removed by the presence and inter- 
ference of Captain Eden, and the Suliotes once 
more took breath, and hope, and courage, undei: 
the protection of British generosity. 

This event took place in September, 18SS, and 
in the following spring these restless mountaineer^ 
impatient of repose and security while tumult and 
danger could be found so near them, again crossed 
over to the Continent, and have remained ever 
since in Acarnania* Suli continues in the pos- 
session of the Turks. 
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XXIII. 

Corfuy Majfj 1884. 

OuB neutrality has been occasionally violated by 
both parties; a situation so near the scene of so 
much lawlessness rendered some insult quite una* 
voidable; much, however, has not been offered, 
and none has been overlooked. I shall content 
myself with giving two or three instances. 

Early in the spring of 1882, an Algerine schooner, 
forming part of the Turkish fleet, took by force, 
from on board an Ionian boat, three or four 
Moraite families, conidsting of twenty-seven or 
twenty-eight persons, and possessing a considerable 
sum of money in jewels and Spanish dollars. The 
pirate carried them first to Alexandria, where our 
excellent Consul, Mr. Lee, made some ineffectual 
efforts to obtain their deliverance. The circum- 
stances were soon made known to Sir Thomas 
Maitland, and he lost not a moment in requesting 
Captain Hamilton of the Cambrian to sail in pur- 
suit of them. That officer is never tardy or in- 
different when an act of humanity is to be per- 
formed, or an act of injustice to be chastised. He 
foimd the offender in the neighbourhood of Scio, 
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in the ^dst of the Turkish £eet. The barbarian, 
surrounded m he was by his brother ruffians, made 
some hesitation in parting with his spoils and re* 
linquidbed it only on theapjdkatiQn of a * threat^ 
which admitted, he well knew, of easy and cwtlun 
execution. The astonished oaptives weref ttans^^ 
ferred, with th^ property, to the Cambrian, and 
restored to life and liberty^ 

About a year after wai^ds, |i Moraite, seized aW 
pn board an Ionian boat, was carried by the Tui?kS 
to Preresa, and there immediately executed. This 
flagrant insult on the British flag was made the 
subject of immedii^te and energetic remonstrance, 
by Sir Frederick Adam, (in the absence of Sir 
Thomas Maitland) to the Turkish officers in Al- 
bania; and when the Capudan Pasha arrived at 
Patras in the June following, the General thought 
it not too much to demand reparation in person -|^. 
Reparation was instantly proinised, with die usiial 

* I tell this story as I have been in the habit of hearing it 
told in the Levant, where Captain Hamilton is as popular as 
meritorious. More than once I have heard Greeks, in their 
privflEte conversations, unite the names of Hamilton and Nelson. 

t The Pasha arrived at Patras with some very wild notions' 
respecting the right of blockade, which it was also necessary 
to correct, as well as to demand the restoration of a number of 
Ionian craft, which he had seized, either before his blockade 
was proclaimed, or before the proclamation could be at all 
gen^ralljr known. The General was accompanied by Sir Gnbam. 
Moore. 

P 
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foSlttMm and fiMiUty^-x-^liut whether with mor^ 
than tbt uaual sinoanty of a Paaha, I am unaUe 
to say. Whethar, however, the offimdars have in 
thia instance been actually punished or no, such 
sevkms notice has been taken of the offence, that 
wa shall not speedily be outn^ed by the repetitioa 
of It. 

The transaction to which I next proceed^ is of 
flsore importance, both as affecting the chaiaeter of 
the Insurgent navy, and as having been thought 
worthy of mention in the British House of Com** 
mons. 

It appears (by information officially eommuni- 
eated to the Ionian Government), that on the 10th 
of December, 1883, a Grreek fleet, consisting of 
seventeen sail, were seen off Ithaca, firing on a 
Turkish brig which they had nearly surrounded, 
and which shortly afterwards was driven on shore 
to the southward of the island. On the Turkish 
brig striking on the rocks, numerous armed boats 
from the Greek fleet iastantly pushed off for the 
piupose of plundering the vessel, which they soon 
efiJBCted, murdering all the wounded they found on' 
board. But not content with this, they afterwards 
landed in pursuit of those unfortunate Turks who 
had survived the iire of their ships, and swam on 
shore for safety. Tbqr lOfv^acMk some of the fu- 
gitives, among whom Wfts ah officer of rank, and 
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the cftptain of th« vesstl; and htving killed and 
plundered them, vented the abundanee of their 
fury on their lifeless bodies*. Of oourse, the 
Commandant of the Island, assisted by the officers 
of police and a military gu|rd, came as boobl ai 
possible to the spot, and suceeeded in sSrVing nearly 
fifty out of seventy-five Turks, who composed iSng 
crew of the veisel. 

On receiving intelligence of this event, ffir Tho- 
mas Maitland published a proclunation placing the 
two islands thus violated under a quarantine of 
thirty days with the other islands. Nor did he Ml 
to remark, at the same time, with severity and 
justice, on the conduct | of the aggressors in this 
affidr. The only exoepticmable pert bf the pro- 
clamation is that whidb describes the outrage to 
have been committed by *' some Greek anned 
'< vessels, seemingly under the command of a per- 

* *' The bodief oa the shore ven tniagM, powidedj ent «p f 
Under the eye of the Captain of the port, a Graek killed a 
man^ then took out hi« knife, ripped up his body^ seyeied his 
heart, cut up his limbs in every direction, and th^n^ putting his 
knife into his mouth> walked down to the shore exultlngly. 
Th^ bodies on the deck of the Turkish Togsel seemed to ba 
tiampled,*^not, on, but into^ — for the men pleasure of the 
thing!** Such is the description written at th^ time, and from 
the scene of slaughter. 

Two days afterwards^ thelidaad ^teUa Msnia was violatad 
in the same spirit, though, n^tjiri^ j^f saflM ciigniffjrtnapef 9f 
barbarity. 

P9 
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*< son * styling bimaelF Prince Maurocordato.^ I 
^am surprised £hat the justice of Sir Thomas Matt- 
land did not perceive that no part of the odium of 
aa act which, however atrocious, was obviously un- 
^prc^neditated, could possibly attach to a person of 
notorious hum^ty, who was on board rather as 
^passenger than ticHnmAnder, and possessed, in hcV, 
no direct influence whatever on. any operation of 
the Greek navy. 

- The Prince, in a letter iinmediatdy addr^sed to 

the Lord High Commissioner, contents himself 

with remarking on the injustice of condemning a 

nation for the actions of its individuals,' and enclosing 

the Greek official account of the affair of IthiEU», 

requests that it may be ; published in the Corfu 

Gazette; By this accounts it would appear, tlmt 

as the Greek boats were rolling up to take pos* 

session of their deserted prize, the Turks from the 

shore fired upon them,, and actually killed two 

Spezziote sailors, whose names are mentioned* If 

this be true, the first violation was committed by 

the Turks; and though even this supposition will 

fail to justify, it will go very far in excuse of, the 

retaliation on the enemy. But whatever faith wef 

may, on this point, be disposed to place in Hellenic 

veracity, we are obliged to believe that the manner 

* The words in the Italian copy are simply^ " Di una per- 
fova chiamata P. M."— And iu the Greeks *' His v^cntifi,Uov 
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* 

* 

of retaliation was such as the horror of impartial, 
spectsLtoTB has depicted it. 

The Greeks, in imitation of more civilized Belli- 
gerents, assumed, from the very be^nning of the ^ 
Revolution, the right of searching neutral vessels., 
for Turkish property, but I am not aware that the . 
blockade of the Turkish coast was formally pro- 
claimed till March 13th, 1822. Above two-thirds 
of the trade of the Levant is carried on iinder.the 
English and Austrian flags; so that the effects of . 
the proclamation were most immediately and most; 
sensibly felt by Austria and England. In the. 
mean time, the Qreek cjruisers continued to act, 
upon their orders with an activity which was of 
course strengthened by the prospect of sharing the«. 
condemned property. Vessels of aU nations at«. 
tempting to enter a blockaded port, were seized < 
without distinction, and carried off among .thev 
rock3 of the Archipelago: there some were de-. 
tained, to. the great prejudice of their. cargoes or i 
speculations ; others were condemned by the Ad* ; 
miralty t)r Government ; and others, I fear I must 
add, were plundered by their captors without any 
order or authority whatever*. What conduct, 

*: la justice lo th« Greek Goverament^ I must say, that they - 
have shown on every occasion the- strongest disposition to pie^> 
vent or punish piracy, but fliey have, unfortunately, not always:- 
possessed the power to do either* 
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thitfi, nd^ht be fldriy adopted by thd two gtM 
powers who suffered most from this evil> in 6rd«r 
to arrest it? 

The part of Austria was obvious and oonsistent. 
¥tcm the first eicplosion of the Bevolution, 6he 
had prdchim^ her hostility to its prindpk) and 
d^pftecated its success. She had used the little 
means in her power^ at Constantinople and els^ 
Wh^re, to quench and quell it. She had instructed 
h^ ^Journal uniformly to exaggerate the hopes of 
the Turk) and to detail, with scrupulous accuracy, 
all circumstances of weakness or dissension among 
the insui^nts. Her writings, her actions, her 
prayers, had the same object invariably and im- 
oMiingly • It was, therefore, natural, that Austria 
should show very little respect to a blockade, pitv 
claimed by a Government whose eidstence she did 
not reoognise, and whose prmdples she execrated, 
and enforced by a people whom she would will* 
ingly exclude for ever from the list of nations; 
mid thud we observe he^ naval officers acting ocoa- 
sidnally with ccmmderable violence, and always in 

* After ftll> the Austrian Observer is the okily newtpap^r' \n 
Europe which has given the facts and details of the Revolation 
w^th any toieiabte degree of accuracy. Tiie only error it has 
contiDttaUy «omttiittM> haa been to e^matd too highly th* 
f^rM and pM^aimtiofth of Tttrkey. In this iMptct, the Sdlior 
has ever allowed himself to be mUiM by hia llop««, 
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a spirit of murked bostifi^ towwds tlie in- 
uurgsntB*. 

* UpoB one ocoinoiif in the automD of 1888, u Austriaft 
«hi^ of war took a small Psarian priTataar, carriad liar ial6 
Smyina, and delivered her crew^ coniistiog of twenty-one per- 
sons^ into the hands of the Tnikish Governor. They were 
immediately tent off to Constantinople for trial, and were 
alfeady crossinj^ the sea of Marmora, attd bttd arrived alinoit 
under the cannon of the Seraglio. A few minntet more woaM 
have decided their frte. At this critical instant^ some of them 
contrived to break the cords by which they were bound; they 
rose upon the guards overpowered, and put them all to death. 
Having thna obtained poiMwion of the boat, they proceeded 
boldly towards tho Dardaaelles, the only outlet which oouU 
conduct them to their countiy. For two days, they are be- 
lieved to have been detained by contrary winds among the 
islands of the Marmom, in the heart of the Turkish empire. 
At kstj they were enabled to advanoe, and they entered the 
atraita, every where lined by the baUeries of the eaemy. To 
the various interrogations made to them during this passage* 
they replied^ that they were chaiged with despatches from the 
dultan to the Gapudan Pasha^ and were forbidden to stop on 
any account Some shot were Bfed at them, bat happily with 
no elfiBc^ and they eeoaped from this peril. Scaraely, howtvtr* 
had they cleared the straits, before they were hailed by a Turk- 
ish frigate, which approached them rapidly ; but even in this 
danger they were not resourceless. They directed their course 
towards the Turkish port of Teneilos> and approached esttremely 
neafto the battttiet. This maiiceufre deoeltrvd both partlw i 
the frigate ceased to pUrsut^ and the batteries did not fire upon 
them; and^ after again extricating themselves from the very 
grasp of the enemy, they were at last picked up by a Spexziote 
cruiser. This anecdote, whieh 1 know to be anthentie, pre- 
MMsaA iaatanee of tbat «iai«lst dttataie of 4«<&iii» wtthaa^ 
dacity, which is so strongly characteristic of GrecM. 
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Verj: different Was tUe ffituation cf England^, a^ 
far more difficult the regulation of her conduct. 
The difficulty was chiefly occasiohed by the Ionian 
declaration of neutrality. To acknowledge the 
blockade of the one party, and to violate that of 
the other, was not neutrality* To interdict all 
conununication with the blockaded Greek, and to 
guarantee the safety of supplies embarked by Bri- 
tish merchants for the starving Mussulman, was 
not neutrality. On the other hand, publicly to 
recognise any act of the Greek Government,, was, 
in some measure, to recognise the Government 
whence that act emanated, — a Government, so dis- 
cordant, so imbecile, so impotent to enforce the 
execution of its orders, that the most eager Phil- 
hellene would scarcely venture to recommend its 
immediate acknowledgment. 

Under these deUcate circumstances, the officers 
commanding the British squadron appear to have 
been left, without any definite instructions, to be 
guided by the particular nature of each case, and 
to act on their own discretion. Such power was 
very safely confided to the judgment and justice of 
Captain Hamilton. Vigilant in the detection, and 
setere in the punishment, ' of piracy, he was suc- 
cessful alike in protecting the lawful commerce of 
our merchants, and in acquiring the love and ad- 
miration of the nation f^;ainst whose invasions h« 
protected it. 
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A proof (for assertions are little) that the Greek 
blockade was, in factf from its very commence^ 
ment, respected by the English » is fumidied by 
varidus complaining letters, addressed, during the 
summer of 182S, by Yussuf Pasha to the lomaii 
Government. In a despatch of June 10, he men* 
tions, that ^^ ten vessels of the rebels are come to 
anchor at Misolonghi, fdlowing the audacity, bar- 
barity, and insolence, which is natural to them, 
and which has given them the imagination of 
becoming independent, and forming a nation,-— 
that they have declared to the Ionian Government 
the blockade of these coasts, and have taken cer« 
tmn Austrian and English vessels, which were 
transporting provisions thither. But Austria, not 
recognising such blockade, as it is the work of 
individuals,, who, so far from being independent, 
are rebels and pirates, sent an armed force, (which 
is still in these waters,) and retook the captured 
vessels, which were conducted hither, where they 
are selling their provisions; besides which, sh^ 
puni^ed the rebels, and prevented them fibm 
again molesting the Austrian flag. 

*^ But, as the English (he proceeds to say) have 
not acted in the same manner, he begs permissiaii 
to demand, whether the Greek blockade is or is hot 
acknowledged by the British Government?" 

A letter, similar in tenour, was addressed early 
in the following winter, to Sir T. Maitland, by 
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the three Pftshas assembled before Misolooghi. 
The actiyity of the Greek cmisers had intercepted 
the supplies of proviskms which the Turkish army 
had been in the habit of receiving from the 
islands in Ionian boats. Sir T. Maitland inva* 
mbly treated such applications with dignified 
contempt. 

. In this undecided state the question appears to 
have rested till the Decaonber of 18SS; at which 
period> the British and Austrian officers on the 
iLeTant staticm came to an understanding on the 
subject of the blockade^ under the direction of 
Sir Graham Moore; the result of this was an 
address to their respective merchants, in which 
they promised their endeavours to recover any 
capture, but, at the same time, strongly reoom« 
mended them to discontinue their trade with block- 
aded ports. It would appear, by the style of this 
address, that these c&cer$ would not have felt 
justified in having recourse to actual force, hit the 
purpose of recovering vessels taken in the act of 
vi<dating the blodkade. Thua the matter re« 
mained till the summer following, when the Gredc 
blockade was understood to have been formaUy 
vecogniaed by the British Government. 

Bespecting the speeuktiDns of i^ous European 
merchants, whose vessels have been occasixmally 
employed in intiodudng supfili^ into blockaded 
Turkidi fort<e8aes> mudi» o^bapa too mttcb, hua 
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bett Birmiy written. The Umgiutge of abuie has 
been exhausted upon thor conduct; for there is 
BO ihethod by which a momentary popularity is 
bbtainid so easily as by the censure of an unpo* 
pular act. Thus much^ however, should be re* 
collected in their defence: That their communis* 
Nation with the ports in question was nothing more 
than a continuation of a friendly intercourse) 
which had long existed, and had long been pro>« 
fitable to them; and that it was kept up in vio* 
lation of no order of the ^British Government, and 
at ocmriderable risk of capture; and as to the 
fnatioficU distinctions of the belligerents, and the 
respect due to ^* the descendants of Themistocles,^ 
I might add, with truth, that those whose oom« 
iHerrial transactions have made them familiar with 
the character of both pordes, continue their inter- 
course mudi more willingly with the descendants 
of Osmato. 

As to the impropriety of permitting Consuls 
and other officers established in the country fbr 
the protection of commerce, to engage themselves 

« Since the formal acknowledgment of the Greek blockade, 
I have heard of no aathenticated instance of its yiolation hj a 
British subject. 

f When we consider the present as a religious war, we must 
assent to all that can be said in condemnation of Christians, 
whom any hope of temporal advantage could seduce into amity 
with Uie Infidel. 
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in commercial speculations, there can exist no dif- 
ference of opinion. Indeed it is greatly to be 
desired, that the system established by the Levant 
Company should be entirely altered, and that the 
nomination and direction of the Consuls should be 
transferred to Government* We should not, how- 
ever, too hastily censure any individual for having, 
taken fair advantage of a privilege confessedly 
allowed him ; nor should we make the faults of the 
system a matter of reproach to those who have en* 
deavoured to profit by them. 

At any rate it is right to mention, that .the 
Consul-general, Mr. Cartwright, is not a mer- 
chant. It is quite necessary, that he, at least, 
should be notoriously excepted from every calumny. 
Better acquainted with Greece and Greeks than 
perhaps any European existing, he is a sincere 
friend both to the coimtry and the cause, and is, 
no less qualified for his high situation by talents 
and knowledge, than by strict and inviolable 
integrity. 
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RUSSIAN RIGHT OF PROTECTION, ^. 



Bt the TV0ftty of Kunard^, the Porte engegee, sfmu^ 
ratty, to protect the Christian Religioo and its 
churches; and, par^tcttlarfy, 

I. " For the Isles of the ArchipelagOy restored to the 
Porte by the Treaty of 1774 : 

1st. <* The Sublime Porte promises to observe strictly, 
with regard to the inhabitants of those Isles, the con^ 
ditioQS stipulated in the first Article concenuog the 
general amnesty, and eternal oblivion of all erimes 
committed, or suspected, in prejudice of the interests 
of the Porte. 

2d. ^' The Chriitian Religion skatt not be espoMsd to 
the iUgkitU oppreuion any more than. the churches^^^ 
and no obsiaeks shaU be oppoied to their comtruetion or 
repair; and those who serve them shall not be oppressed 
or outraged.^* 

There are two other clauses, which relate only to 
circumstances of the moment,— «s that the Porte shall 
demand of them no arrears of taxes, remit their taxes 
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for the two following years , and allow freedom of 
emigration for one year after the date of the Treaty. 

It appears, then, that with respect to the affairs of 
Greece, Russia has no right whatsoever of interference, 
except in the case that the Porte should persecute the 
Greeks as Ckristiansy and overthrow their churches, 
and insult the ministers of their religion, as such. 
The Turkish Government is not ignorant of this ; and 
therefore, when Baron Strogonoff remonstrated against 
the execution of the Patriarch, it was contented to re- 
ply, '' that no insult was thereby intended to the 
Christian Religion." Nor was this the only.point of 
dispute between the Porte and the Baron, in which 
strict justice was on the side of the former. 

The Patriarch was executed, not as head of the 
Christian Religion in Turkey, not as representative of 
the Greek Clergy, but as a person engaged in treason- 
able correspondence and plotting against the Govemr 
ment ; not, in short, as a Patriarch, but as a traitor. 
It was an act, it is true, of unexampled ferocity, and 
Baron Strogonoff had a perfect right to express that 
abhorrence of it which he felt in common with every 
Christian; but this was all; he could make no just 
claim of reparation. The Turks had punished, after, 
their own fashion, an offending subject ; and I imagine 
that even the Russian Cabinet will not interpret the 
above article to be a general guarantee of impunity to. 
the Gxeek Clergy, — or even to mean that every sus- 
pected Papas is to be tried by the Russian Ambas- 
sador ! 
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Still k«$ can theyderire from it any right of inter- 
ference in the poUtieal affairs of Greece. If an army 
of Janissaries had been launched from Constmtinople 
into the Archipelago, to bnrn the churches and hang 
the priests, without pretext or proyocation, then, in- 
deed, might the Cossacks haye been let loose with 
eyery justice into the heart of Asia. But the present 
case is quite the reyerse of that; the Greeks were the 
aggressors; the Greeks (may I so express myself) 
were the persecutors ; mosques and tekays were yio* 
lated and destroyed before any church or convent had 
been entered by the Infidel. The Turks were as- 
saulted at Pfttras, and massacred at Galacz, some 
weeks before the execution of the Patriarch. I am 
at a loss, then, to comprehend how the Cabinet of 
Russia: can consider the insurgents as subjected to 
religious persecution^ or if tMs be not intended, I am 
curious to learn what other title of interference can 
possibly be extorted from the very plain words which 
I have quoted. 

But common sense is proof against all the sophisms 
of diplomacy; the fact is too obvious for misinterpre- 
tation ; the ministers of Europe will not be misled by 
pretensions which cannot impose on any Reis Effendi. 
The Emperor Alexander has no more right to inter-^ 
pose in the present affairs of Greece than the Grand 
Duke of Baden. 

The right by which the allied powers would disarm 
the combatants who are bleeding to death before 
them^ is founded not on stipulation or convention, but 

Q 



it ii not lisin imptritit«> MT !««« Mt«d$ ttty 4tefi?e 
it wriely from humobity \ frdm the Uw ^i«li fiMlcfsi 
tike paftftH^ «^cilit%>r a piurttier In th« tiiul4dr,---^wliioti 
juiltfieft ^d it^tt of fbn:e> for <jh« ^if«ii<iott of «H)ti« 
ttid vrt^tch«da«t». A ti^t «ttaJblM!«d ^h cuth h 
Mftfls, #e will toot yet «K^ii0Wledg« t^ be exdusiv^y 



IL For Walacbta and Moldavia: 

tlm saine Treaty (A.rt» xTi.)^ aUter securki^ w 
imkMj iof tils iiihtybitaiitt, proceeds «» itipolatis; 
^ That the ^oi^e ah^U not bk any fnann^ iffij^e tlKfr 
ft«e %x«i«aM t)f tko Chriattaa Reli|(ioli> n6r 0p{)0i0 
any obstado tA the tiDaatntc€io& of new diiiitbaa^ tir 
the m^ir of old xm^s, 

" Tbat k sliall ire«toi« ^rlakin pwacKtic^M to oo^« 
^^ta and Mi^tduals flrdm whom tti^y havo b^s^ 
nnjii^y aoi«ed* 

<< That it %iiaU hate tbr th6 Cletg^ th« peetiHi&^r 

esteem which their profession demands.'' 

Aftet cons^ntinf to ifiomci «enq^rai^ «t^latiOns 
f^pectin^ taxes and ^migmtion, isimili&r to those 
kp^ ^^oti v^pe^ag the tsktidd, 

« tiie Pdrtfe |)WW*Bes 10 ^eondufet itself With tW 
htfiiMinity atnl genH'oiilty In the taxes whkh ft sh&ll 
fery fah the Inhabitimts in taoney, and to rect^v^e them 
by means' of deputies, who shall be sfent evety two 
yfears; ftt the tettft of the payment of thewe taxes, 
tt^hter S^a^hk ftfOr tSovei-nOr, wor any oflkter o¥ what- 
4b*v€* descirit)lit>b, ahall lety thett, or txtidt other 



(MyttieBU, or itepotitioiit, ondet tay pi^toait or dea^ 
fliinatiott. 

** The Porte permits tlio ptkM% of thcfto SUtoi to 
MUtD eoch of thetnt Ctiorg^ d'AffaArtt tt the seat of 
GknremoMBt, ivho. ihtll ftM C^8«Umm of the Qtadk 
CoiiMMiiiott, who ohftU be treated with khidiiesi bf - 
4k Porte, and, notwidietaadiiif their little kapm*^ 
taoc6, oontideted «i pertona enjoyiog du ifroil ifee 
gensy e'eif a <Kt^ d /Vi6n cfe f^MTe oM^nee. 

«« The Pbtte a}«d conieate that, aecor^g' aa Ae 
eit^umetatioeB of theae two priocipalitke «hd) require 
it, the Ministers of the Imperial Court ofiliiitfiaa 
fKiideat at CoiistaotKoople, may speak m Aetr Ibfour, 
aod pfoiBises to Ksleti to them witk the attentioii doo 
to friendly and respeoted powers/' 

These stipalaiioiie hate been coiitttted by fotff 
inq^eTial Firaians, iasoed respectivtely tu tbe:yea(ii 
1975, 1783, 1792, and Sept 34th, 1903. The ksl 
of these contains some additional diipositioas^ iiebitite 
to the Nation of taxas, to (he aOMinaltob of otteOfei 
the orgaaiiatioii of troop* destined for the pioteetiOB 
of the eemitry^ 4^ 4^. 

From the consideration of theee etipulatieas We 
pereeive that, with regard to. the afikirs of Moldavia 
and Walach4e, Rttasia possesses a right of kitef^ 
Ibreaoe as ext^stve and ae firmly established, ati that 
with reepect to Qreece is wacrow and imsabstafittial. 

> • * • 

III. As to Servia : 

The eighth Article of the Treaty of Su9h«r«ft Qm 



1813) exacts the destruction of the fortresses ihuilt Id; 
that country by the Turks during tlie war, but allows 
them to retain garrisons in those formerly existing 
there. The Porte then proceeds, ^' in its mercy, to 
grant the Seryians the same privileges which are 
enjoyed by its subjects in the Islatds of the Archipe- 
lago ; and gives a great proof of its magnanimity in 
abandoning to them the adroinistf atipn ' Of their in-, 
ternal affairs,, in imposing light contributions, in col- 
lecting them * directly, and in entering, in concert witk 
lAa Servian neUtfifii into dispositions nec^ssaryfor that 
purpose." 

This degree of civil liberty contents the Servians 
tol^abty well ; but let mediators beware how they 
attempt to impose it upon Greeks. The Greek nation 
ean heilceiforwAid do waking m concert vnth Turks. 
In any ci^nvention by which it may be thought right 
to compose the cojivutsions of the East, every article, 
every detail, must be specified and defined; and the 
powers who shall establish tranquillity must sol^nly 
oblige themselves to maintain it. Otherwise, the 
Treaty will be violated by both parties in less than a 
month from its conclusion. 

It may here be not improper tasay a few words on 
the Russian project for the pacification of Greece, 
which was published in the French papers in May 
last. According to this plan, Greece was to undergo 
a quadruple division. Eastern, Western Greece, and 

* i. e., By not farming them, according to the custom of the 
TuTkith <3overnment. 
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the Morea >Ntith Crete, were to be enacted into three 
principalities, and the islands to be subjected to a 
municipal form of government. These four districts 
were to pay tribute to the Turks, according to their 
extent and wealdi. The Hospodars or Princes were 
to be named by the Turkish Government. The Turks 
were to keep garrisons in some of the fortresses, with 
a district, beyond which they should not proceed. 

Are we to consider this project as intended to serve 
Ae interests of Russia, or the interests of Greece ? If 
Ae' former, it merits our admiration; at once pro- 
found and ingenious, it contains nothing which does 
not further its purjiose. . If the latter, it contains in 
almost every paragraph a glaring absurdity. 

First, to subdivide into petty principslities a coun* 
try of small extent and population, whose only hope 
of increase is derived from its hopeof uliion itoder one 
liberal Government — a country which to be great must 
be commercial, and to be commercial must be inde- 
pendent — is to crush in an instant every promise of a 
flourishing future, and to shut up every prospect of 
national or political improvement. On the other 
hand, such a subdivision would be infinitely to the 
Interest of Russia, because the very weakness and 
helplessness of dismembered Greece would oblige her 
once more to look out for a foreign protector, and 
place her entirely at his mercy. 

. Secondly, the political hopes of Greece being thus 
destroyed, let us examine what consolation is to be 
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dibred to her in bet kitenial adniaittr»ti<ai. She is 
to be fubjected to a tribute, and to the Qmemmeni ef 
H&spoiars nominated hjf the Porte. Can a xiiiaister of 
Rossia profess to be ignorant^ that the feofpU of 
Moldafia aad Walaehia ate devoted, by tlie mle of 
lloepodars so nominated, to oppression and degrada* 
tiott, ten* times more keen aad gnawing than any 
immediate subjetts of the Porte ? or, does Russia hats 
a Greek so deeply, as to wish him reduced to the 
same level of mental and moral turpitude, whicih so 
ttdipif*ably qualifies the WalacMan Ibr slavery? The 
streets of NapoH and Tfipolisaa woiiid become likd 
those of Tergowitst and Yassi, and A^ens would riVal 
Bucharest in vulgar and proHigate depravity. In the 
mean time^ Russia WQuld secure to herself a right of 
Interference with the Porte in the affairs of Greece, 
and wafek the favourable moment to exereiso or 
exceed it 

But, thirdly, the greatest absurdity oontainieid in 
** the Prefect,** considered as Fhil-hellenic, is th^ 
occupation of the foi^esses of Greece by l*urkish 
solders. Th^ Greeks of Napoli, for instance, ^ w^ 
enjoy liberty, and have a perfect freedom of trade,'* 
(i quote the Project,) under the guns of the Turkish 
garrison of the Palamedes ) Tike same liberty is to be 
enjoyed, no doubt, with the same security, at Athens, 
at Patras, at Tripolizza! In short, the Turks are 
again to become the military, and the Gireeks the civil) 
part of the po^lation! No one at all instrupte^ as to 



the state of public feeling in Greece,*-no one who 
Imew the intensity of hatred subsisting between the 
GombataatSf coiiM have lerioiuly propased a sohenna 
of again subjecting to Taikish gairiscASy an armed 
hatiaa lAkih for duree years had riated in ladepead^ 
enoe. To disam the HeUenie pcqfittlatiQn would de* 
mand more force than is poaseas^d bj Tuik^y^^rrta 
send Turkish soldiers into the country, under what- 
ever stipulation or guarantee, would be to send them 
t» masftacre. 

Again, the adraiUage wfateh Russia would derive 
firom aooh aa arraagement ia rather too abrtouK 
Btonal dissanaioas betweaa the peQple ruliag and 
the people ruled would lead to etemsd violatioas of 
the CoBiw&tion guaranteed by the mi^diatiag powers, 
and Russia, aa the moat aotive aad preniaent medi* 
atrixt would be funusbed with parpetufd axousea far 
interference. 

Thus then, Greece would be reduced to a ooadition 
even worse than that frein yhich ahe has so hQBoar«L 
ably emerged ; Russia would obtain the same iaflu'* 
ttioe oyer Greece« whidi she ezeroises in Moldavia 
aad Walaehia; and Europe, by caaaeatiii^ to an av« 
rangCBieat which would multifdy the aaurees of di£br« 
enee bfilwaea Russia and the Foite, would aooekiata 
a rupture between those two poiwers* 
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II. 

Av Account of the death of Ali Pasha of Yannina, 
from the o£Bcial communication verbally made by his 
Excellency the Reis EfTendi to the first Interpreter of 
the Britannic Embassy for the information of His Ex* 
cellency Lord Strangford. 

" Conttantinople, the 24th of February, 1822. 

*' It is known, that Ali Pasha, concealed in his 
intrenchments, had retired with about fifty men, who 
had remained faithful, into a part of the citadel of 
Yannina. The place which he had chosen for a last 
retreat, was a building, divided into three stories. 
The highest story was inhabited by the Pasha and his 
suite, the treasures were enclosed in the middle, and 
the lower story contained a great quantity of gun* 
powder. 

*' Hourshid Pasha, informed of this arrangement, 
sent his Silikdar to Ali, to propose to him to surrender 
at discretion, to restore the part of the citadel which 
he possessed, and to consign his treasures to that 
officer ; for such appeared, in the extremity to which he 
was reduced j to be the only rational determination 
which remained for him to adopt. He added, that 
he knew a report had been spread that Ali had re«. 
solved, in case he should be thrown into despair, to 
set fire to the powder, and to blow up himself with 
his treasures, and all those who surrounded him ; but 
that this threat did not frighten him, and that if Ali 
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did not decide immediately, he would come bimtelf 
and ^ply the torch. 

** Ali Pasha replied to the Silikdar, that he waa 
well assured that in his situation there was no other 
choice, .and that he was determined to surrender as 
soon as he should be assured of his life. 

^' The Silikdar undertook to carry his answer to 
his master, and returned soon afterwards to iufonn 
him, in the name of Hourshid Pasha, that the fulfil- 
ment of this request depended exclusirely on the 
Sultan, that the Pasha would willingly give him his 
good offices with his Highness, but that he could not 
do it with any hope of success unless Ali should 
previously deliver up all he possessed; that he 
proposed to him consequently to effect the surrender 
of the fort, of the treasures, of the stores, 4*c. 4*0.9 
and to retire and await the arrival of the resolution of 
the Sultan in a small island on the lake near the 
citadel. 

'* Ali Pasha Risked time at first to reject on the 
decision which he should make ; at last, after several 
conversations with the Silikdar, he consented to 
leave the citadel, and he retired into the island with 
all his little troop, with the exception of one of his 
trusty friends, with whom he agreed on a signal which 
would instruct him whether he was to set fire to the 
powder, or give up all that was intrusted to his care 
to the.offipers of Hourshid Pasha. 

'' The Silikdar received Ali .Pasha in the island at 
the head of $ifi equal number of men with that Which 
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aeeoMpanied the Vitir ; they paid him ail the hottoor 
due to his ranlc, and, after haviag been treated #9f 
several days by Hoartkid Pasha with the greatest 
reepeel, AU had cenfideiiee enough to order the sar* 
reader of all that he had left in die citadel. They 
immediately made haste to transport the powder into 
a plaee of safety, 

*^ Directly afterwards AU Pasha requested that one 
of his olioOTS who eommanded a small party of a 
hundred i^en in the enTirons of Yannina> might be 
pennitted to rejoin him in the island. Hoorshid 
Pasha consented to this, but sent at the same time 
a detainment, composed of an equal number of men, 
to keep All's troops in awe. 

'< Different Pashas of inferior rank had been several 
times to visit Ali. On the 13th day of the Moon 
Dfemasittl Awwel, (the 5th of February,) Mohammed 
Pasha, GoTcrnor of the Merea, oflfered to procure for 
Ali every possible comfort, naming particularly pre- 
visionSk Ali replied to this oflter, that he desired 
nothing more than a supply of meat ; he added, how<^ 
ever, that he had still another wish, though his un- 
willingness to offbnd the scruples of religion forbade 
him to give utterance to it. Being pressed to name 
it, he owned that it was wine which he wished for, 
and Mahommed Pasha promised that he should receive 
it Hie conversation continued for some tisae in the 
most friendly manner> till, at last, Mohammed Pasha 
rose to take leave. Being of the same rank, they 
nose at the same moment from the eopha, recording* 



to Ae ufual eerenmiy, tsd ttefore leaving the room* 
MQluwimed Paaha bowed profcMindly* AU returned 
the compliment, but at the instant of bia iMlioation, 
Mohammed executed the will. of bis Sovereignt and 
put him to death by pluoging a poniard into his left 
breast 

'< He immediately quitted the apartment, and an 
nounced that AU had ceased to exist. 

'' Some men of Mohammed's suite then entered and 
divided the head from the body. The former having 
been shown to the Sultan's troops as to those who had 
embraced the rebel's part, a strife followed in which 
several men were killed. But the minds of the peo- 
ple were soon calmed, and all discord was appeased 
by shouts of ^ Long live Sultan Mahmoud and his 
Visir Hourshid Pasha.' '* 



IIL 

CONVENTION OF ATHENS. 

xai ILamriyoi /xe rov9 ev tt) *AKpo7r6\si 'SsoKiopyLwy^i' 
vovs Tovqxou^f ore xara^oXepiajSJvrEf oiroi v<jro roui/ 
*ExXyivfl;v Kol iU loyjimv ivarywfi^ Ixflovres-, c^^sjfgt/- 
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K.$p. A'. O! TovpXM vi tjapaititrofmy ri, 8«rXa; rwi^ 
xac rnv Ax^ovoXiv /xl SXff roe Iv rdEc/rv) £2/^19x6 pie* 

g7ri/M,gXaj«v r^y ^A/^y xai riy Ti/M»^y r&;y Tot5^xftn/. 

dvo rat pov%a rcujv hvoojyrxs povyjx rov vffvou xaJ 
TTis oKKa^ias* ivou reyyaqHocf fjue ra. (TXS9ra<T/xarac 
Ta;v, ^voj GOLYjkviQL yX ri aK^ica.<7iJiMvi rcuy, 

A. A^o aff07pteio, ptaXcey/ix^rixo^ yLOL^yacqiraSj ffuf/,- 
7teqi\afji,^ciycoyroc^ xal ra (A^rpinroif xaJ xd9e- 
T^ofcfltegixo, ovov ytroy l%a,qyjhs xrrifMo, ISixovro^y 
Tft/y To(/^x(yv, fxroy SooXaSi twv oacoy sXa^vqayd- 
yr}(Tay a^o XgiffTtavoys", yi Xaf ovv to TjfJiKTu. 

E'. "Offoi TftJy Tot5gxft;y &gX7j(T0fy avroir^oaipiroi va fji*i* 
vow gls" ray Ad^Svas'y y^ rot's* (Xt/y^o/^iid^ aXsvBipet 
rt xaroMia* ojoi $g deX9}(TCi/ji va dTFiKQojtTi sif 
*AoiaVy va ravs sfJi.Saqxaqi2^ri ri Aio/xtj^is* bU £1/- 
qofjvaixd xaqdSiay oitoiaf iiirorB onfMsia^ Tuyptf 
iiiovaa gls* ^affav (pafAsX\iav to dpxerov $ia to 
ra^ih t^is* ti7ff^f/xaSt xai tz/^i, wXiopwvovffa xal ro 
vav\o rojv* 

Tiavra h<yvfjL^euvri6'n(fav f^sra^v ruv ivcj /xeqofv dyi^* 
raQXyirajs xal disapaQdrcas' JSod?] to Tsaqpv z\s yj^^s 
rwv Tov^xojv eaifqayioiMivo rr^ ff^qayiii rSf xoworwror, 
xal {fTFoysypaiJUixivo waqa rovs xdrofOsv. 

•Ey Adnmts rti ^ lot/yioi;, 1832. . 

« * * « 
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ly. 

FUNERAL ORATION 

ON 

LORD NOEL BYRON, 

Extemporized and delivered by M. Spyridion 

Trikoupes. 

[Composed, as the Greek Pablisher declares, in tbe space of 

. three or four boars.] 



*' How unexpected this occurrence ! how lamentable 
this misfortune I 'Tis but lately that the suffering 
people of Greece, all joy and exultation, received into 
its bosom this distinguished man, and to-day, all 
affliction and dejection, we moisten his death-bed with 
bitterest tears, and express a grief which is beyond 
the power of consolation. It was Easter Sunday, but 
the delightful salutation, *' Christ is risen from the 
dead," had no favour on the lips of the Christian 
Greek, and each one meeting his companion, before 
he offered the usual good wishes, inquired after the 
health of. Lord Byron. Thousands of persons, col- 
lected to exchange the divine kiss of love in the broad 
plain without the wall of our city, appeared as if col- 
lected for no other purpose than to offer their prayers 
to the Liberator of the Universe, for the health of our 
fellow-labourer in the liberation of our country. 

And how was it possible that every heart should 
not be afflicted ? that every lip should not be imbit- 
tered? Was this part of« Greece ever in greater dis- 



tress and necessity tban at the moment when the 
much-lamented Lord Byron passed over to Misolonghi 
at the very risk of his life t And dating the period of 
his residence among us, has not his wealth-affording 
hand ever lelieved our most preuiiig eiiigences ? 
How many other benefits, still greater than these> did 
we not expect from the virtues of this s)sime man? 
And to-day, alas I to-day, the fatal tomb absorbs him, 
and with him our hopi^s ! 

" But might he not have remained at ease beyond 
the boundaries of Greece, and, in enjoyment of the 
repone ^ttd luxuries of Etifope, have ft^ccoured ud 
dnly by the mttmficence of his heart? Tliis had 
sttflSced for us, since the appro^vfed wisdom and pro- 
found experience of the President of the Senate, out 
Governor, would have provided, even wilAi such me«ms, 
for the safety of the province ; but if this sufficed for 
««, it sufficed not, far from it, for him! Formed 
by TiAture every where to protect the rights of man, 
when he beheld them trodden down, — born in a fre« 
and alt-enlightened country,— nourished from a child 
in the study of Ihe writings of our immortal ancestors. 
Which teach aJl who tead them what mem {s, tior thiti 
only, but also whtit he Ought to be, and what he cati 
be, — ^he saw the vilified and chain-bound man of 
Greece straggling to burst his chains, and fi-om the 
fragments of his fetters to forge mortal weapons, that 
he might recovet by violence what violence had torn 
from him. He sa^, — hb quitted all the spiritual and 
sensnal enjoyments of Europe, and caime to suffer and 
endure tritfensi aiding nis'hot only with bis wealth, 



wUck bfe gfddg^ &nd regrett^ liot,**-tiot only widi 
Irift tHidtHn, t>f i^ich he gav6 u# «t> mutiy preservifig 
proofe,— *but with His sword, fthnrpened against tyrtitiny 
and barbarity. He came, ia one word, (as we learn 
from ditMe who Wene familiat widi him) with the 
ttetettftitoatkMi fd ff»e <* Gttecejhr Greets. Haw, tKefi, 
Hht^tild wt» tiot a^ be Wart**broken fof the loss of «uch 
h Mail ? How fthMild w« hot d^lore Uii fate as l!i« 
^mtebti SttflfeHng of th« whole ttellfettic people! 

•* Tims far, way btwhrefi, you hare seen the !%era?, 
the W«*iUhy, titt ittlrtprd maft, the true Phil»-h«lhite,-^ 
y<!rti hatife «eeft, tbb, yont benefactor 5 this saffices, 
"Stirely, h> move tis to tears. Bat mt)te, far wibre, is 
dtie to his charaetct aird to the greatness of hits ^lori* 
tMX* tinder taking. He, whose death we are latAenting 
iticbnsolably, was a man who (m some measare) gave 
his Tftame to our age. Ihe extensiveness of his ^enms 
aud the s^iMitaity of his imsgittadon, allowed him not 
tT> foBow the bright bat obvious footsteps of the lite* 
itiry gtety of the andents ; he traced out a n-ew path^ 
•**a path from which i^rrile prejudice has endeavoured, 
and is still endeavouring, t6 exclude the literary 
genius of Europe. But as long as his writings shall 
endure, (and they will be coeval with th^ woY^d) this 
path will ever remain opea, sJnce, equally with the 
othef, it is ttie path bf true glory. Thus mudi have 
I been Compelled m say to you, by the profbund 
Vetteratidn and the Slroftg Enthusiasm which the pera«- 
»ftl af Ms Works has €vef inspired into my htart, atrd 
ithich f feel at this moment mote vidkntly than alt 
any oilier. The yAtblt of enlightened Europe has 
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pmisedy and still praigesi the ^ Poet of our age/ and 
all ages will continue to eulogize him, because he was 

born for the whole of Europe, and for every age. 

« « « « « 

^' Bom in the splendid metropolis of London* noble 
both on his father's and his mother's side, what de- 
light was experienced by his Phil-hellenic heart, whea 
our poor city, in proof of affection, enrolled him 
among its citizens ! In the very agony of death, even 
at the instant when eternity first presents itself to 
man, hovering on the boundaries of mortal and im- 
moi'tal life,*— at that instant when the whole visible 
world appears like a spot, in comparison with the splen- 
did creations of Divine Omnipotence, — in that fearful 
hour, the glorious deceased, disregarding the whole 
universe, had no words on his lips except the names of 
his only and dearly beloved daughter and — of Greece ! 
These two names were too deeply imprinted in his 
affections to be erased even in the instant of death. — 
* My daughter!^ he said, * Greece V he said, and 
his voice failed ! ! Is there a heart in Greece which 
must not ever be melted by this recollection ? 

'* Acceptable in death, my beloved Hellenes, truly 
acceptable to his shade, are our tears, because they 
are the tears of the heirs of his love. But far more 
acceptable will be our exertions for our country; 
these, though far removed from us, he will pbserve 
from the height of the Heavens which have been 
opened to him by his virtue. This is' the only proof 
of affection which he demands for his bedeficence, the 
only return which he claims for his love. * * * .: 
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When yowt power, my belared Hellenes, abaU hftye 
eaeceeded to crush the hands wkieh have enchained 
U9,.— the hands which seized our brothers, our children, 
fond our property, — ^then will his shade rejoice, Uien 
will his ashes exult Yes, in that happy hour of the 
successfhl condosion of your struggles, the priest shall 
stretch out his holy and emancipated hand, and shall 
praise and eonsecrate this glorious tomb ; the young 
soldier, girded with a sword steeped in the blood of 
tyrants, shall adorn it widi laurels ; the politician 
with encomiums ; and the poet, bending over the hai^ 
monious tomb-stone, will become more poetical ;— ^n 
too shall the flower«adomed virgins of Ghreece, whose 
nagie beauty our fdlow-citizen Byron celebrated in 
many of his poems,-^en shall our beautifol children, 
no longer dreading pollution ftom the ravishing hand 
of out tyrants,— form the dunoe around his tomb, cele- 
biatiag in their song the beauties of their country 
wMeh have been celebrated so graoeluUy and so 
truly by the ^ poet of our age/ 

** But, what painful reflection now occurs to me ! 
my inmgioation has misled me! I thought I beheld 
what my heart desired ! I ftmcied benedictions, lau* 
sel crowns, songs, dances, around the tomb of the 
beae&ctor of Greece,-^ttt this tomb will not contain 
his honoured remains ! His body rests only a few days 
longer (m the face of our land, his adopted country ; 
it is not granted to her arms ; it is transferred to die 
la«d. which he honoured by his birth. 

** Thy arms, mueh4ialovttd daughter of Byron, 
thine own arms shall icoeive. bhn^ thine own tears 

R 
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s.^all coQi»ole the tomb which contains his asbes, and 
tbe tears of the orphaned Hellenes will be poured 
over the receptacle of the fragments which have been 
left them» find over the whole extent of Greecey«--for 
the w^o\e extent of Grc^e is his sepulchre* As in 
t|k^ last moment of life^ he had You and Greece in his 
heart and on his lips, it ifas jast even after hi| 
death that she too should receive a portion of his 
respected remains. «•••*. Hellas, all in 
mourning, all inconsolable, sends out to ypu his body; 
she sends it out with all religious^ political, and mi* 
litary pomp and honour, and with all the multitude 
of Misolonghites his fellowrciljzens, and of Hellenes 
his fellowTCountrymen. She sends it out to you 
crowned with her gratitude, wanned with her team, 
accompanied by the acceptable prayers and blessings 
of her archbishop, her bishop, and her whole church. 
Iiearn, noble maid, learn that generals carried it on their 
shoulders, and bore, it intq the church. Thousands 
of Hellenic soldiers covered both sides of the road 
when it passed, and the mouths of those arms which 
had devoured so many and so many tyrants, were 
directe4 to the earth, as if they would wage war 
against the very earth, which had snatched from them 
their sincere friend* All this multitude of soldiers at 
this very instant, with the sword by their side, and 
the musket on their shoulder, ready to march out 
figainst the irreconcileable enemy of Christ and of 
man, surround his bed of death, and swear upon it 
never to forget the sacrifioes of their fa^er, and never 
allow the spot where \dn relics are placed to be 
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tvflimpledt on by Ae foot of the iMirbarittn ; thousands 
of Gfaristian months are Open at this very moment* 
ttsd the temple of the Most High God of the Chtistianfl 
re^hoes no other sound than hymns— 4han suppli- 
cations — ^that his venerated remains may jonmey 
safely to his native land, and that his soul may find 
rest where die souls of the just repose/* 



V. 

ASSASSINATION OF ISMAEL PASHA. 

News from l>onffolat December, 1882. 

A Cbaous of the Pasha, who has just arrived from 
above, gave to Abdin Cashief the following account 
of the transaction relative to the death of Idmael 
Pasha. He had been employed by His' Excellency's 
order to collect some horses in the country, and 
having got together about forty, was on his return 
with themlo the camp at Sennaar. On his approach- 
ing the country around Shendi, he was astonished to 
find the Arabs flying about in various directions, and 
a confusion among them that indicated some extra* 
ordinary event. At last, he was informed by one of 
the stragglers, that Ismael Pasha was dead, and the 
<iountry in an uproar. On this, the' whole of the 
Ragade Arabs with him, excepting one guide, fled 
and made the best of their way on the hills. The 
Chaous now topk counsel with his guide as to what 
was best to be done, and the latter advised him to 
instantly retreat upon Dongola; but being ashamed 
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to relimi on iiieffe«irmi«e of daHg^ti:^ he refiiflM kis 
oon^lMUMOD'ft adnee, and persuaded him- to go on ^tfi 
Um to Sheadi, bimself takiag the dingviiae ti 9m 
Arab. Arrived hi tkat nfdigbboarhood, tthty took iqi 
their statioaat one of: the welk, which they knew Ae 
po<Mr ftohabitoots were in the cuatom of firequentiiig far 
water. This wb9 od the -^ of Deceoibery but 4he^ spast 
all that evening without seeing a single soul. On the 
following morning, howerer, two poor miserable crea- 
tures came to the wells, and iron) them they learned, 
generally the events that had taken place. It appears 
that krniael Pashfi had xlescended from Semiaar, with 
two small boat4, hia party not consisting of more than 
thirty persons,— that he had been received in doe 
form by the Sheik Melek at Nimmer, who had given 
him his sod's house near the river to reside in. Hts 
£xcellency had scarcely seated himself in djfva% 
when he had demanded from the Melek a contri- 
bution of many thousands of dollars and slaves, wHich 
he ordered to he ready in three days« The Melak 
remonstrated on the subject* and declared the impos* 
sibility of obeying the order^ wheA Ismael Pasha 
struck him with his pipe. On which the Melek xe- 
.tired with an assurance that *' his afiair should, .be 
finished before morning." Scarcely had the «ighi» 
however, set in^ when fire was put to the doorah, 
straw heaped round the house^ and the whole i^astn, 
with Ismael Pasha, were, as they attempted, toescajpe, 
massacred. 

On receiving this intelligence, the<])hAoiis, wiJlL>his 
conductors^ thought it {utudent to retreat to Da^goUi 



Abdin CaaliieC; the GoiredMr tbere^ otLimteinagJUm 
ii»teUiglBDee» tnstMtly sent oat four Ababdefti moQDted 
•n dromedaries, to gain more cert&in mformatioiii. 
doobtHig aad hoping, that the Chaous's story migfat 
prove untrue ; but a few days after he reeeived « 
coiiTier from * Bey and Juasuff Bey, which, in general 
laaguage, confirmed the CacL The latter wrote ttoai 
a station at^Berbec, and bisgged him, in wfgentlernii^ 
if the Delhi horae which he expected had arrived, 
ta put himself at their head, with his household tieqfkiv 
and with all expedition to join them, as ^^ the safely 
of the remaining part of the Pasha's army depended oa 
receiving instant aid." It appears that Mahor Bey. 
had had a narrow escape in the neighbourhood ef 
Shendi, and had escaped by paasieg the Astabotaa 
on rafts. 

The vetucn of the Ababde mesaengere brought a 
too fatal confirmation of the change in aft&irs,.aad 
seems in its detail to be miare consonant to the foctt;. 
lamael Pasha, it seems, had come dcma the rmvs 
from Sennaar, as before stated, in two bo«ts, and, on 
landing opposite to Shendi, had been received -by tfie two 
great Meleks. Melek Nimmer and M elek Mesuhul^ con- 
manding on the opposite or western branch <of the Nile* 
His Excellency was attended only by hia personal suite. 
The Selicdar of Ibrahim Pasha, with a. party of hottsoi 
having put out on their way by. landy with directions 
to keep the east side of the riv^r, while another pa^ty, 
about forty in number, had gone down and encam|>ed 
on the west side. Ismael Pasha had been sQaroely 
seated, when he issued an order to the Melek Nimmer 



to^ bring Mm fifteen thootand doUani and six thoiiiaiid 
slaves in three days. The Meiek, with some dlgnityt 
said, '^ It was impossibk to execute sach an order, it 
was not a land of slaves, or of wealth; they w«re 
poor, but independent/' '' Do yoa insult me, slave?'* 
said Ismael Pasha, and struck him across the ftce 
with hifr cane (a small Indian cane which it appears he 
had lately been in the habit of riding with)« The 
other Melek, more wise, then interposed* ^' His Sk- 
cellency's order (he said) should be instantly attended 
to, — be it on his head:" at the same time, with secret 
gestures, urging the Melek Nimmer to be silait ; ^* On* 
our heads be it to give your Excellency perfect satis- 
faction." The Melek then retired. ** Are you mad f " 
said the Melek Nimmer, when they got to their tentf 
to his companion. " How can we ever execute an 
order like this ? where is the money to come ftomi 
where are the slaves ? Must we give them our chi]« 
dren? must we sell our wives T** ''Peace, brother, 
peace," said his more cunning compsmion : *' see ^U 
not our situation ? The Pasha has said it, and when 
have these pebple receded from their wordf We are 
lost, we are as dead men, but it is not necessary that 
we should die to-day. Pursue your system of opposi- 
tion, and you will not see another sun ; but with mind, 
in three days much may be done,— nay, in three hours. 
Out case is desperate, and desperate must be the 
reinedy. If we are to die,— and I see not how we afe' 
to be sated, — at least let us have our revetage for past' 
insults, and then leave our death to the chances of 
war." 
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This plan was then concerted : as this Melek Nim- 
mer had with him more than men enou^ for fsm^el 
Pasha's party, it was agreed that the other, to prerent 
suspicion, should cross to the western side ; that he 
should, as soon as it was dark, attack the party sta- 
jtiobed there, and on gaining success, should beat the 
signal with the tambours. On which, the attack on the 
western side was made, and immediately after tlie 
tambour was sounded. At this moment fire was put 
to the stacks of doora straw that surrounded the house 
in which Ismael Pietsha slept The confusion that 
(ensued may be easily imagined ; at every turn was an 
armed man ready for slaughter, and before Ismae! 
Pasha and his suite knew what they were ld:>out, they 
were all cut to pieces and killed. The only persons 
spared were their Sheygy a attendants, and by these 
faidiftil fellows, the Ababde were assured, the body of 
the young prince was on the following day washed, 
laid out, and buried. 

. The Melek then sent out in every direction to 
assemble his friends and tribes, and before the follow- 
jhug night, it is said, he was surrounded by ten thousand 
Taitaleemi' and ether Arabs. 

Aftef two'days, Mafamoud Efi'endi, who had been on 
an expedition in the neighbourhood of Ihakin, returned 
te Shendi. He suspeeted no danger till he was in the 
presents of the Melek, when on going to salute him, 
(they had been on friendly terms before) the Nimpier 
stopped him and said, " What ! knew you not what 
had happened ? we have killed your master, Ismael !!' 
To Mahmoud Effendi this waa a thunder-strokd ; he 
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saw his danger^ and instantly thr«w himsetf at tb« 
feet of tlie Nimmen 

*^ Melek, I am yoar slavai my life is in yoar 
hands, but spare me ; I had no hand in this expedi* 
tion; I have but done my duty, and obey^ my 
iMders*" And so eloquent were his {headings, that 
the Melek was moved, and not only spared him, bat 
gave him also a gnard to attend him to a place of 
safety. The Silikdar Bey of Ibrahim Pacha was not 
so fortunate; he had been attacked in that same 
morning by a party of Arabs, whom he had beaten 
back, bat supposing these to be in rebellion against 
the Nimmer, he still, without dread, advanced to 
6hendi, As he entered the town, Mahmoud B£Ssii£ 
was going out The latter could only make a signal 
with his hand, which it appears was not understood* 
The Silikdar approached the Melek widiotft suspicion, 
inquiring, after the first salute, what meant the signs 
of rebellion he had seen. The Nimmer answered at 
once, ^' It means destruction to all of you-— Ismael 
Pasha, is dead, and you ace my prisoner." A g^nat 
number of the Melek's Arabs then seized the Silikdar, 
on which one of Ibrahim Pacha's people, Omer Bai- 
rakdar, a black, a faithful servant of Mahomed Pacha, 
drew his pistols and shot two of them dead, but before 
he could use bis sabre, both he and the Silikdar were 
cut, ^* as is reported," into a thousand pieces.* 

* The above is printed almost literally from the M9* There 
are some obvious errors in the proper names, but I cannot cor- 
rect thent with certainty, 

LoidM ^-Pliatii ty W. Cl«wsi» NMtkmbwIaiid Coart. 
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